ELEMENTARY SUBJECT OVERVIEW

Reading
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Our Vision
To equip students to enjoy life-long reading,
to analyze and interpret a variety of genres,
and to evaluate all that they read from a
biblical worldview

Our Goals for Elementary Reading
• To foster the joy of reading
• To differentiate instruction with reading groups
to meet the instructional needs of individual
students
• To integrate a phonogram approach to phonics
teaching and word-work instruction
• To teach vocabulary in context
• To encourage fluency by first reading silently
for comprehension and then orally for
communication
• To enhance comprehension through literary skills
and strategies
• To develop discernment by evaluating literature
from a biblical worldview
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Program Approach
The BJU Press elementary reading program challenges students to truly engage
with what they are reading. Literature—whether it is fiction, nonfiction, drama,
or poetry—can help people to think about, make sense of, celebrate, mourn,
and even change the world. We want students to take joy in reading any type of
literature so that they will grow to become lifelong readers. We also want them
to be able to analyze, interpret, and evaluate everything they read from a biblical
worldview. More than any other people, Christians should value reading because
God reveals Himself to His people through a book. In addition to helping us know
God, reading skills also prepare us to be better servants of Christ. The apostle Paul
lays out for us the standard by which Christians should measure what they read:
things that are true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, and commendable (Phil. 4:8). In
other words, we should read that which conveys truth, goodness, and beauty.

Fostering the Joy of Reading
Students who are properly equipped for reading will be more likely to enjoy
reading time and pursue it on their own, but they must also be given a reason to
start reading. We hope each
student using our elementary reading materials learns
a lifelong love for reading.
The teacher materials, basal
readers, and novel studies
have been designed to get
students motivated and engaged in the stories. Teacher
editions provide suggestions
for exciting story introductions and interactive lessons
that bring students in before
they start reading. The basal
readers use a colorful design
with a balance between open
space and text. Each selection is age-appropriate and
leveled according to student
ability, and the selections
offer variety between author
styles and genres. Students
should have every opportunity to become active participants in each lesson.

• Reading 2 Teacher’s Edition, 3rd edition
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Differentiating Instruction
The BJU Press reading teacher editions encourage using reading groups so
that teachers have the opportunity to tailor instruction to student needs.
Teachers can move at a slower or faster pace according to the needs of each
group. The teacher editions offer additional opportunities for scaffolded learning, as well as questions that can be selected or adapted to meet the abilities
of the group.

Integrating a Phonogram Approach to Phonics
Because the study of phonics is an important tool for teaching reading, the
BJU Press elementary reading program begins with systematic phonics instruction and review through Grade 3. The program introduces students to the
forty-four sounds of the English language by using phonemic awareness activities that emphasize identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds
of words. The program also highlights reliable syllable patterns in one-syllable
words that students can later apply to more complex words. Students will be
able to practice and learn lettersound association and syllable
patterns by using phonograms, or
Polar Bears
word families—a set of words that
Color the fish that have objects with the sh sound.
share the same vowel pattern as
well as the same consonant pattern
after the vowel pattern.

Teaching Vocabulary in
Context

Read the word families. Use the words with fish beside
them to complete the sentences and answer the clues.

wish
dish
fish

cash
trash
splash

The student editions in the elementary reading program teach
students strategies or learning
new vocabulary words from the
surrounding contexts. They will be
able to determine the meaning of
unfamiliar words so that they can
become more proficient readers. As
they find new words and learn their
meanings, students will have
opportunities to use them in discussion and apply comprehension
in worktext activities.

bell
tell
shell

tip
lip
ship
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Write the correct word in the blank.

====== if they jump into a pond.
A big ====== is fast.

Frogs

Write the word that answers the clue.

======
It sits on the sand. ======
It swims.

Phonics and English 1
Lesson 35
Phonics: identifying sh in words; reading word families
Comprehension: developing sentence closure
Handwriting: writing words
Fine motor skills: coloring pictures

• Phonics & English 1 Student Worktext, 3rd edition
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Encouraging Fluency
To develop reading fluency, students need regular opportunities to apply the
strategies they have learned during silent and oral reading. The basal readers and
additional novel studies included in the reading program offer abundant opportunities for silent reading practice, while the teacher edition offers suggestions for
oral reading practice. Silent reading is a vital life skill that is strongly emphasized
throughout the BJU Press reading program. However, it’s a difficult skill to assess.
The teacher edition will include direction on measuring a student’s silent reading
skills, including observing the student’s ability to use context clues to determine
unknown words, to apply metacognitive skills to the reading, and
to demonstrate comprehension.
Oral reading, on the other hand,
is a demonstrative skill that gives
students an opportunity to communicate
what they have learned.
Again, the teacher edition will include guidelines for assessing oral
reading. Students excel
at oral reading when
their reading sounds
like normal speech and
when it demonstrates
phrasing, pacing, and
rhythm that match the
meaning of the text.
While both have their
functions in a reading
lesson, the teacher editions emphasize having each student read
silently at his or her own
pace before reading it
aloud or discussing it.

Point of View
The way a person looks at or describes something
is called his point of view. The same story can be told
from different points of view.

182

• Reading 3 Student Text 3A, 3rd edition
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Enhancing Comprehension
The BJU Press elementary reading program teaches students key strategies for
developing reading comprehension. Along with continued phonics instruction to reinforce early reading skills, students will learn reading strategies for
comprehension. The student edition uses a reading process approach (before
reading, during reading, and after reading) for introducing a text and maintaining focus for comprehension. Close reading strategies will help students
get more from a story in a single reading. As they are reading, questions in the
student text will encourage students to find cause-and-effect relationships
within the text, while self-monitoring questions will help them stay focused
on key details during reading. Students will also have the opportunity to study
literary terms that help them to understand not only what is happening in a
story, but why it’s happening.
The teacher edition offers suggestions for using graphic organizers for understanding the text and organizing information, including Venn diagrams and
K-W-L charts. Discussion questions in the teacher edition develop higher-order

• Reading 3 Student Text 3A, 3rd edition
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Lost and Found
Use vocabulary words from Our Farm and “Lost and Found” to complete the
crossword puzzle. Consult the Glossary as needed.

1
2

4

3
5
6

7

8
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Across
2. beyond what is normal or needed

Down
1. help or aid

3. draw toward

4. unique living place

8. protection of natural resources

5. one who feeds on another creature
6. inner
7. keep in a specific condition

216

Lesson 118, pages 558–59
Assessment

“Lost and Found” • Reading 4

• Reading 4 Student Worktext, 3rd edition

thinking skills. Additionally, the reading skills and strategies developed throughout the program naturally translate to Bible study.

Developing Discernment by Evaluation from a Biblical
Worldview
Ultimately, students must learn discernment as they decide the value of the
literature they read and what literature they will read on their own. Lessons integrate biblical principles that help students evaluate what they read through the
lens of the Bible. Selections in the student edition will point students to specific
statements in Scripture that help them respond to the texts they read. Retellings
of Bible accounts and selections taken directly from the Bible teach students to
read Scripture using the reading strategies they have developed throughout the
course.
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Reading: the Key to
Language Arts
At BJU Press, we want to challenge your students both spiritually and academically. We want them to grow as they are learning to think biblically, applying critical thinking skills, and enjoying what they learn.
The key to success across all the subject areas and even throughout life is reading
ability. An integrated, well-balanced language arts program is crucial to helping
students achieve this success. It provides practice with skills necessary for all other
content areas. BJU Press phonics, reading, spelling, handwriting, and English materials offer a consistent and progressive approach to all components of language
arts—including writing. A reading program that does not incorporate writing
skills is not reaching its full potential. The BJU Press reading program includes a
heavy emphasis on developing writing skills for communicating effectively in a
God-honoring way. They will have an opportunity to apply grammar, spelling, and
handwriting skills as well as practice responding to literature through writing.
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The Materials
The standard reading materials provided for each elementary grade are below. For a comprehensive list of all grades, call your Precept sales representative at 800.511.2771, or visit
www.bjupress.com today.

C

A

B

D
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A. Student Readers
The student readers provide interesting, developmentally appropriate selections from a variety of genres. The level of difficulty progresses in readability
and skills to give students every opportunity for success. Bible retellings closely
follow the text in Scripture to translate reading skills into Bible study skills.

B. Student Worktext
Student worktexts include independent practice materials that reinforce skills
covered in the lessons, including application of phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and composition.

C. Teacher’s Edition
Each grade’s teacher edition includes detailed lesson guides with vocabulary
sentences and literary instruction, literal and higher-order discussion questions,
and pre-reading and post reading activities to meet multiple learning styles.
Grades 1–3 also include phonics instruction or review as a component of the
reading lesson.

D. Teacher’s Toolkit CD
The teacher editions for Grades 2 and 3 include a teacher toolkit CD that
contains many new features as well as products previously sold separately.
Features include instructional aids, assessment grids and explanations, biquarterly assessments, book report ideas, and BJ BookLink novel guides for two
selected novels. It also includes a digital copy of the full-size worktext answer
key. The CD for Reading 1 has eight full-color file-folder activities.
For Reading 4 (3rd ed.) and Reading 5 (2nd ed.), the teacher resources, including
instructional aids, and visuals, are located in the teacher edition appendix.

Assessment
Assessment packets determine whether students can demonstrate proficiency
in three components in the reading process: comprehension from silent reading, oral fluency from read-alouds, and written comprehension. The packet includes rubrics for determining a grade for these components as well as reading
comprehension tests. Each packet includes teacher instructions, answer keys,
rubrics, and reproducible tests.

BookLink Novels and Teacher Guides
If using novel studies, individual copies should
be purchased for each student in the group or
class. Teacher guides for novels may be purchased
separately. If leveled novel studies are included in
the grade, teacher instruction will be included as
a separate volume of the teacher edition.
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The Features
Lesson Features
Preview the skills and
concepts emphasized.
See Lesson 1 for
objectives integral to
all Reading lessons.

Know the items to
collect and prepare
for teaching the
lesson.

THE CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE
LESSON

24

The Cricket in Times
Square: Part 1

Objectives
• Identify elements of fantasy
• List details from the text about a character
• Infer character traits based on text clues

Before Reading
Vocabulary

excitable
sympathetic
• Display Vocabulary 24. Direct the stuforlorn
tuffet
dents to read each sentence silently. Read
swallow
wistful
the sentences aloud and discuss the
meaning of each word. Invite a volunteer to make up another sentence
using the word.

Introduce the new
vocabulary words. Use a
variety of activities to help
students gain the meaning
of the vocabulary words
and to build the strategy of
learning meaning from
context. Several lessons in
each unit develop glossary
skills.

1. My mother is excitable when there is a mouse in the house.

Teacher Resources

2. The boy sitting alone in the corner looked forlorn.

• Vocabulary 24

3. A swallow was flying around the barn preparing to build a nest.

Materials
• Image of Times Square in New York City from the
early 1960s
• Slice of liverwurst
• Map of the United States

4. I felt sympathetic when I saw my little sister crying over her broken toy,
so I gave her one of mine.
5. This grassy tuffet would make a nice place for our picnic.
6. The child who held out her hand to beg had a wistful look on her face.

Discuss the Genre of
the selection and its
unique features.

Genre
Lesson

Student Text

24

88–96

41–42

25

97–103

43–44

• Direct attention to the Genre box on page 88 and ask a volunteer to read
the definition of fantasy aloud.
How is a fantasy story different from a biography such as Gifted Hands?
A biography is a story written about a real person’s life. A fantasy is a
story that could not happen in real life.

26

88–103

45–46

Big Idea

Worktext

Story Synopsis
Chester Cricket finds himself unexpectedly
uprooted from his quiet country home in
Connecticut and carried in a picnic basket to New
York City. Chester takes up residence at a newsstand in the Times Square subway station. There
he meets two new friends who try to help him
adjust to his strange new surroundings.

Background
Fantasy is a broad genre referring to stories that
could not happen in real life. Fantasy includes stories ranging from fanciful animal and toy stories
to supernatural fantasy and science fiction. Some
fantasy stories, like The Cricket in Times Square,
take place in a realistic setting but include fantasy
elements. Other fantasy stories are set in completely imaginary worlds inhabited by fanciful or
mythical creatures and often involve struggles
between the forces of good and evil.

Recognize the direction
of the selection.

112

viii

• Reading 5 Teacher’s Edition, 2nd edition
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• Ask a volunteer to read aloud the Big Idea.
Characters in fantasy may act in ways that are different from real life.
• Direct the students to read the information about fantasy silently.
In this sample story, what actions of the characters could not happen in
real life? A bear and a flower talk to each other.
• Choose two students to read aloud the conversation between Reuben and
Flora.
What nonhuman characters could a fantasy story include that you
would not meet in real life? Possible answers: elves, dragons, trolls, leprechauns; other fanciful beings
What other selections or books have you read outside of class that would
be classified as fantasy?
• Direct attention to the title, author, and book cover image on page 89.
What is the title of the book by George Selden from which this selection
is taken? The Cricket in Times Square
• Display the image of Times Square. Explain that this is what Times
Square looked like at the time George Selden wrote this book.
The title tells the setting of the story. Where is Times Square? in New
York City
• Explain that Times Square is one of the busiest intersections in the largest
city in the United States. Over 50 million tourists visit Times Square each
year. Times Square is on television every year on New Year’s Eve as a
lighted ball drops down a rooftop flagpole at midnight to mark the beginning of the new year.

Use the information to
aid in the teaching of
the lesson and to
enliven discussions.

Reading 4: Friendships

Using the corresponding Student
Text page, introduce the Big Idea
of the selection. Discuss the
Author’s Craft term or the
comprehension strategy
emphasized during the reading.

LESSON

24
Who is the illustrator of this story? Zach Franzen
• Direct the students to take a visual walk through the story, looking at the
pictures.
What characters do you see? a mouse, a cricket, a cat
What do you see in the pictures that could not happen in real life?
animals talking and laughing with each other

BEFORE READING

Big
Idea

During Reading

Reuben the bear poked his head out of his den.
“Hello, Flora!”
Flora the flower bobbed on her stem. “Hello,
Reuben! You’re awake. And just in time to see my new
dress. Look—I’ve bloomed!”
Reuben yawned and stretched his paws. “It’s been
a long winter! I couldn’t be happier to see spring come
again.”

Read pages 89–90 silently to find out how Chester Cricket
and Tucker Mouse meet.

Stimulate purposeful silent
reading for specific
information. Invite the
students to use the
marginal During Reading
questions in the Student
Text to monitor their own
understanding of a text.

Who finds Chester first and decides to give him a home? Mario Bellini
Where does he put Chester? in a matchbox
Who watches and listens to this event without being seen? Tucker Mouse
What two activities does the story say Tucker enjoys most? scrounging
and eavesdropping
Which word means “listening without being seen”? eavesdropping
• Explain that the meaning of scrounging will become evident later in the
story.
How do Chester and Tucker meet? Tucker runs into the newsstand,
jumps up on a three-legged stool, and gets Chester’s attention by calling
up to him.
Why do you think Chester does not answer at first? Possible answers: He
is asleep; he does not hear Tucker; he is not sure Tucker is talking to him;
he does not know where the voice is coming from.

Characters in fantasy may act in ways that
are different from real life.

In fantasy, characters can be human or nonhuman.
Characters in a fantasy story might be talking animals or trees.
Sometimes fantasy might include imagined characters such as
elves or dragons.

Genre Fantasy
A fantasy story is a story that could not happen in real life.

88

The Cricket in Times Square
An excerpt from the book by George Selden
illustrated by Zach Franzen

In The Cricket in Times Square, a cricket named
Chester, who is from Connecticut, suddenly finds
himself in a subway station in New York City. Nearby
is a newsstand owned by the Bellini family. The
Bellini son, Mario, finds Chester. He decides to put
the cricket in a matchbox and keep him as a pet.

Chester
Tucker Mouse had been watching the Bellinis and listening
to what they said. Next to scrounging, eavesdropping on human
beings was what he enjoyed most. That was one of the reasons
he lived in the Times Square subway station. As soon as the
family disappeared, he darted out across the floor
and scooted up to the newsstand. At one side
the boards had separated and there was a
wide space he could jump through.
He’d been in a few times
before—just exploring. For a
moment he stood under the
three-legged stool, letting his
eyes get used to the darkness.
Then he jumped up on it.
“Psst!” he whispered.
“Hey you up there—are you
awake?”
There was no answer.

89

Outline of a Reading
Lesson
The Cricket in Times Square

113

Before Reading
• Vocabulary
• Big Idea
• Reading strategy, background, or Author’s Craft term
• Genre

During Reading
• Purposeful silent reading
• Discussion (including self-monitoring questions)
• Oral reading to communicate and provide support

After Reading
• Discussion of questions related to objectives
• Vocabulary reinforcement
• Meet the Author or Illustrator
• Worktext pages

ix
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Teacher Tools Online
TeacherToolsOnline.com

Encourage. Enable. Enhance.
Teacher Tools Online is the premier resource for teachers using BJU Press materials. It
encourages teachers in their efforts to expand their lessons, enables them to reach struggling
students in new ways, and enhances their teaching strategies for greater depth. Teacher
Tools Online provides teacher resources at the touch of a button, freeing up valuable time for
teachers. Teachers will find educational articles, editable lesson plan overviews, PowerPoint
presentations, an electronic assessments generator, and much more in the Teacher Tools
Online database!

Tools for Today’s Teachers
•

Bank of digital resources

•

Designed to support BJU Press materials

•

Simple to use

•

Searchable by grade, subject, edition, and chapter

•

Resources can be filtered by type

Teacher Tools Online gives you quick access to resources
that work directly with your BJU Press textbooks.
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Available Resources
PowerPoint—Pre-designed, editable
presentations give you a quick starting point
every day.

Lesson Plans—Editable Word documents
with pre-created lesson plan overviews help
you get ahead on daily lesson prep.

Media—BJU Press videos, external web links,
and artwork helps you customize lessons for
different learners. Artwork includes maps,
charts, and other images that enhance lessons.
ExamView®—Test building software and a
database of questions let you quickly create
your own assessments and prevent cheating.
(Learn more on pg. 68)
eTexts—Take lesson prep anywhere

with VitalSource and PDF copies of your
student and teacher editions. You can
also make and share notes in VitalSource
copies of the text.
CurriculumTrak—PDF versions of
BJU Press curriculum maps help you
prepare your own curriculum maps.

Professional Development—
Get your CEUs with free professional
development courses.

ShopTalk Community—
Collaborate with other teachers
within the ShopTalk Community.

Cus tomer S er v i ce 8 0 0 .8 4 5 .5 7 3 1
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To order an exam kit, call your Precept sales representative at 800.511.2771.
To learn more about BJU Press reading materials,
visit bjupress.com/scope/reading.
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