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NEW
Updates
This edition reflects some significant changes from the 
previous edition. Three chapters have been added or 
deleted, and other chapters have been reorganized. 
Many of these changes have been made to improve 
the chronological flow of events, some have been 
included to make the continuation from sixth-grade 
history more intentional, and others have been 
made to address customer concerns about student 
preparedness. Components of this edition will not be 
compatible with the previous edition. 

Content Updates

 • A four-step teaching cycle (engage, instruct, apply, and assess) 
has been added to both the student and teacher editions.

 • A new Chapter 1 has been added as both an 
introduction and a review of Heritage Studies 6.

 • Chapter 2 was removed, but content from this chapter 
has been integrated into relevant sections of other 
chapters.

 • Early chapters have been reordered to ensure 
chronological flow. 

 • Chapter 20 has been heavily revised, with recent events 
added. 

 • Reading check questions have been added to the 
student edition.

 • Section reviews now focus on critical thinking or 
worldview dilemmas.

 • Primary source selections in the student activities 
include more questions.

 • Activity suggestions encouraging collaboration and 
active learning have been added to the teacher edition.

Textbook Snapshot

42 Chapter 2

ART

ARCHITECTURE
Construction of cathedrals  
(Romanesque vs. Gothic)

ROMANESQUE
 P Rounded vaults (made  
by putting arches  
together)

 P  Thick stone walls
 P  Small windows, use of  
candles and torches

 P Generally dark and cold

GOTHIC
 P Flying buttresses (external supports)
 P Higher ceilings and thinner walls
 P Larger windows (use of stained glass)  
and doors

 P Warmer and brighter than  
Romanesque style

THEMES
Christian teaching

SUBJECTS
Bible characters and saints  
of the Catholic Church

SYMBOLISM
Use of objects to represent 
ideas (for example, halos to 
represent holiness)

Biblical art 
showing a 
halo

Christian themes were at the center of European culture during the Middle Ages. 
These themes are evident in the art, architecture, music, and literature of the period.

Art, Architecture, 
Music, and Literature

Richard II (kneeling) is surrounded 
by his patron saints.



43Emergence of Europe

What does the artistic expression of the Middle Ages 
reveal about what was important during that period?

? CRITICAL THINKING 2.3  

GREGORIAN CHANTS
Monophonic music (just one melody line) that 
went along with the mass and daily prayer 
routines of the Catholic Church

BEGINNINGS OF POLYPHONY
 P Harmony introduced to music. 
 P Leonin and Perotin of the Notre Dame school
 P Development of written notation system for 
notes and rhythms

LITERATURE

MUSIC

CHANGE IN LANGUAGE
 P Latin
Language of the Roman Empire; 
used for government and education

 P Vernacular
Common spoken languages of 
the people; began to be used for 
popular writing (helped to develop 
and preserve local languages)

POPULAR WRITERS
 P Dante (Italian)
Divine Comedy (imaginary 
journey through hell, purgatory, 
and paradise; shows unrest and 
skepticism of late Middle Ages)

 P Chaucer (English)
The Canterbury Tales (group of 
pilgrims traveling to visit the tomb 
of a famous religious leader in 
England; gives glimpse of English 
life during the medieval period)

Monks sing a requiem 
 
of the dead).



(a chant sung in honor

This music 
sheet is from an 
antiphonary, a 
songbook for the 
church that used 
responsive singing 
between voices.



In The Canterbury Tales, the pilgrims tell 
several stories as they travel. These stories 
are used to analyze English society.



Special Features

 • Several objectives were refined either to match the new material, to predict student outcomes, or to implement biblical 
worldview shaping themes. 

 • Many feature boxes from the fourth edition have been removed, though relevant content from them has been added to the 
running text of the chapter.

 • Opening stories, scenic multipage spreads, and case studies have been added to each chapter. 

 • Reading check questions have been added to the student edition. 

 • Chapter reviews now include more content questions in preparation for assessments. 

 • Stories, scenic biblical worldview shaping spreads, case studies, and biographies have been added to the student edition to 
boost engagement.


