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NEW

Updates
This edition reflects numerous and significant changes 
from the previous edition. Changes in this edition 
have been made to help educators meet national and 
state standards and to address customer requests for 
more contemporary, engaging selections in addition 
to classics and novel studies. To make the necessary 
changes, this edition includes significant textual 
changes, a new teaching approach, implementation of 
the Reading Process Approach, and five new units with 
new selections. Components of this edition will not be 
compatible with the previous edition.  

Content Updates

 • A four-step teaching cycle (engage, instruct, apply, and assess) has been 
added to the teacher edition.

 • The Reading Process Approach (before reading, during reading, and after 
reading) has been added to the teacher edition and student edition.

 • The six units from the previous edition have been replaced with five new 
units including updated selections representing a variety of genres. 

 • The final unit has been replaced with a novel study on Across Five Aprils. 

 • Teaching notes have been added for leading whole-class instruction, 
collaborative learning activities, and independent learning activities. 
Instructions have been added for teaching students how to use reading 
strategies.

 • New writing activities, oral presentations, and literary terms have been 
added. 

 • Overall book objectives have been added for the course. 

 • Objectives for individual selections have been heavily revised.

 • Objectives aligned with biblical worldview shaping discussions have 
been highlighted.

 • Thinking Zone sections have been removed.

Textbook Snapshot

GENRE

Historical Fiction

AUTHOR’S CRAFT

Well-written historical fiction includes carefully 
constructed elements. Setting, the most important 
component, consists of a real place in an authentic 
period of history that gives the past vibrancy for the 
reader. Characters may be fictional, real, or a combi-
nation of both, possessing character traits that often 
include character flaws. Speech, actions, and appear-
ance are appropriate to the time in which the char- 
acters are placed. Dialogue accurately portrays the 
thoughts, knowledge, and social status of different 
characters in the chosen setting and yet provides  
an individual voice for each. Conflict seems believ-
able in the context of the chosen setting. Plot is a 
combination of documented historical events and 
events created by the author, but each event seems 

as though it could have happened. These elements 
work together to produce a theme.

In the historical fiction novel In Search of Honor, 
Donnalynn Hess uses three fictional principal char- 
acters in combination with several authentic histori-
cal characters and events to tell a story. The protago-
nist’s use of idioms as he speaks to other characters 
and to the reader makes him more appealing. 
Another method the author uses to make the novel 
interesting is to implement foreshadowing to create 
suspense. The suspense generated by alluding to 
later events makes the reader want to keep reading 
until the end of the story. The theme is hinted at in 
the title In Search of Honor: where is true honor 
found?

READER’S CRAFT

Understanding the historical and cultural contexts 
of this story will greatly increase your appreciation of 
it. As you read this selection, recall what you already 
know about the French Revolution from your study  
of history. Look for the real people, places, and events 
that are part of the story. Consider how Hess uses the 
political, social, and economic injustices previously 
experienced by the lower class to influence the char- 
acters and conflicts. Reflect on how historical context 
led to a change in culture, resulting in the different 
beliefs, customs, and thoughts characteristic of revo- 
lutionary France.

Analyze the way that Hess has incorporated the 
elements of historical fiction. Find examples of idiom. 
Examine instances of foreshadowing and explain how 
they generate suspense. Study characters and deter- 
mine their character traits. Identify character flaws. 
Then compare and contrast the traits and actions of  
a set of characters. Finally, evaluate character traits 
and actions. Ask yourself which characters fight for 
freedom in wrong ways and which retain their honor.

VOCABULARY

bequeath conceive conviction cryptic futile pallid

The Big Question
How can freedom be twisted into something bad?
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Special Features

 • Each unit now begins with a two-page illustration, the highlighted theme, and an essential question. 

 • Opening essays for each unit have been removed. 

 • A “Before Reading” page has been added before each selection to emphasize genre, author’s craft, reader’s craft, and vocabulary.

 • After Reading pages have been added with Think & Discuss questions.

 • Opportunities for oral presentations have been added to each unit. 

 • Opportunities for text comparisons have been added to each unit.

 • Each unit ends with a reflective writing assignment.


