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World History (5th Edition)
A survey of the history of the world that guides students
through the story of history, starting with creation and continuing to the present. Students will analyze five key themes
throughout history from a biblical perspective: justice, power,
citizenship, environment, and world religions. They will also do
expanded studies on Africa, the East, the Americas before colonization, and African, Indian, and Asian empires.
Parts and pieces include the teacher edition, student edition,
student activities, the student activities answer key, assessments, and the assessments answer key.
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Scope of Study

Chapter 1

corrupt. Eventually, as the Bible declares, “every imagination of the
thoughts of [man’s] heart was only evil continually” (v. 5).
Artist’s rendering of what the ark may have
looked like. The foil in the front would have
kept the ark facing the wind and the waves.

The Great Flood

Since the earth was no longer serving its purpose, God determined to remake His world. God was now preparing to cover the
whole earth with a great flood. One man remained a committed
worshiper of his Creator. Noah rejected the corrupting influences of the world and, like Enoch, “walked with God”
(Gen. 6:9). To Noah God revealed His plan for the
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race. HeCivilization
instructed Noah
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The Civilizations of Asia

III. Southeast Asia

This region lay between India and China
and had contact with
both cultures. India’s interaction with
Southeast Asia was limited
to trade and the spread of religions,
including Hinduism and Buddhism. China maintained extensive
trade with this region but also
exerted military force during the expansive
periods of Chinese dynasties. Many ideas and skills spread
to Southeast Asia from China,
including a written language, metallurgy,
and ceramic production.
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Guiding Questions
1. How did geography shape Southeast
Asian cultures?
2. How did India and China influence
Southeast Asian cultural development?

Vietnam

Geography

I. Africa
II. India
III. Asia
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Vietnam is located on the eastern Indochina
Peninsula and has
a coastline that stretches over 2,100 miles.
At some points Vietnam
narrows to 31 miles wide; the widest
point spreads to 370 miles in
the north. Most of the land is hilly and
densely forested, with level
land composing around 20 percent,
mountains 40 percent, and
tropical forests covering 40 percent.
The north region has a humid, subtropical
climate with highlands and the Red River delta. Central
Vietnam has a monsoon
climate and large annual rainfall. The
southern region of Vietnam
has a tropical savanna climate with coastal
lowlands, mountains,
and large forests. The geography and
climates contributed to a
variety of cultural developments.

(top) Women working in a rice field
(middle) Karst landscape in Halong
Bay
(bottom) Vietnamese farmers rowing
across a
flooded rice field in Mekong delta,
Vietnam
(background) Terraced rice field landscape
of
Mu Cang Chai in Yenbai, Northern
Vietnam

s
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Civilizations of the Americas

Beginning History with Creation

8

Empires of Africa, India,
and Asia

Broad Survey of World History
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ó How is the message of the coming of Christ’s kingdom both
bad news and good news?
ó Arius taught that Christ did not always exist but that He was
created by God the Father. Using John 1:1–4 and Colossians
2:8–9, refute this heresy.

IV. Collapse of
the Roman Empire
Mt. Ararat is located in modern-day Turkey,
Reason for Decline

heart.
One of Noah’s earliest actions after the Flood
was less than noble. He became intoxicated from
the fruit of his own vineyard and fell asleep naked
in his tent. Noah’s son Ham saw his father in his
shameful stupor and talked about him to his brothers, Shem and Japheth. Having proper respect and
love for their father, these two sons entered Noah’s
tent with their backs turned and covered him with
a garment.

III. South American Civilizations

Process of Learning

Guiding Questions

near its eastern border.
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for choosing a successor to the emperor. Hence, ambitious generearly Amer
als plotted and struggled to gain control of the government. As the
army became increasingly involved in political affairs, armies were
quick to elevate a military leader to emperor to bring stability or to
gain rewards. If the army became dissatisfied with an emperor, it
could remove him from power and put someone else in his place. In
many cases war broke out between different legions as each tried to

Cliff Palac

Big Ideas

Students will trace major patterns that echo throughout the
history of the world. They will follow successions of events that
lead to certain conclusions, identify causes and effects, and
measure the continuity and change of ideologies and civilizations. In chapters and sections, “big idea questions” and “guiding
questions” keep students focused on course objectives.
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ACTIVITY
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The Communist
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Answer the questions at the end after reading the following excerpt from the writings of Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels.
A spectre [ghost] is haunting Europe—the spectre of Communism. All the Powers of old
Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise [drive out] this spectre: Pope and Czar,
Metternich and Guizot, French Radicals and German police-spies.
Where is the party in opposition that has not been decried as Communistic by its opponents in power? Where is the Opposition that has not hurled back the branding reproach of
Communism, against the more advanced opposition parties, as well as against its reactionary
adversaries?
Two things result from this fact.
I. Communism is already acknowledged by all European Powers to be itself a Power.
II. It is high time that Communists should openly, in the face of the whole world, publish their views, their aims, their tendencies, and meet this nursery tale of the Spectre of
Communism with a Manifesto of the party itself.
To this end, Communists of various nationalities have assembled in London, and sketched
the following Manifesto, to be published in the English, French, German, Italian, Flemish and
Danish languages.
I. Bourgeois [middle class] and Proletarians [poor working class]
The history of all hitherto existing societies is the history of class struggles.
Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a
word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary
re-constitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending classes.
In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a complicated arrangement of
society into various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank. In ancient Rome we have patricians, knights, plebeians, slaves; in the Middle Ages, feudal lords, vassals, guild-masters, journeymen, apprentices, serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, subordinate gradations.
The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not
done away with class antagonisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression, new forms of struggle in place of the old ones. Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie,
possesses, however, this distinctive feature: it has simplified the class antagonisms. Society as a
whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes, directly

Thinking Like Historians

The parts and pieces work together to introduce and
develop vital skills for student historians. Students will be
introduced to primary sources in the student activities, and
they will work with maps, charts, and data to develop those
skills. In the student edition, “historical perspective” features
challenge students to think critically.
duction prohibited.

Major Patterns in World History
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Early Civilizations

Overview

This chapter is organized around ten
significant civilizations. Egypt follows
the Mesopotamian civilizations topically,
but chronologically it began shortly after
the Sumerian civilization. One important
purpose of this chapter is to relate ancient
history to the Bible. Notice that the Bible
and secular historians generally agree on
the sites of early civilizations—the Near
East. Also, secular ancient history clarifies
our understanding of the Bible. Many an‑
cient civilizations mentioned in Scripture
played key roles in God’s unfolding plans.
Challenge the students not to think that
ancient means “primitive” and modern
means “sophisticated.” In the ancient
world, primitive and complex cultures
coexisted; likewise, in the modern age,
primitive and complex cultures coexist.
The ancient Egyptians engineered the
pyramids in ways that modern man can‑
not fully explain. Today, primitive Masai
herdsmen roam the plains of Kenya.

2

I. The Fertile Crescent

After God scattered the nations at the Tower of Babel, many
of the descendants of Ham and Shem remained and settled in the
fertile region of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (Gen. 10:6–32).
Later the Greeks described this region with the word Mesopotamia
(MES uh puh TAY mee uh), meaning the “land between the rivers.”
By about 3000 BC the people in the southern part of this area had
established the Sumerian culture.
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Sumerian Civilization

Sumer consisted of about a dozen independent city-states that
had no political unity but possessed a similar culture. The cities
fought among themselves, each trying to gain dominance over the
others. The Sumerians believed that their cities belonged to the
gods. For this reason the temple was not only a place of worship
but also the center of education, government, and trade. Each city
had its own ruler, usually a priest, who acted as the representative
of the gods.
The Sumerians were historically near the event of the Flood
and should have retained a cultural remembrance of true religion as
passed down by Noah and his descendants. However, by the time of
the tower of Babel incident, true worship had been replaced by
false worship. Polytheism (belief in many gods) was a natural
result of the scattering of the people into separate ethnic
groups, with each developing its own religion. In Sumer,
as with almost every other civilization until the coming
of Christ, the religion of the people was polytheistic,
with the power and actions of the true God being divided among invented deities. These gods were a pale
reflection of the true God. They were in many ways
like all-powerful humans who fought and fathered
children and did many other things that humans do.
Genesis 1 says that God made man in His image, but
the Sumerians made gods in the image of man.
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Chapter Goals

1. Assess the cultural achievements of
the Fertile Crescent civilizations
2. Analyze Egyptian geography, history,
and culture
3. Relate the rise and fall of the Assyr‑
ian, Chaldean, and Persian empires to
God’s overall trajectory for history
4. Assess the impact of religion on the
development of early Indian and Chi‑
nese civilizations

Section I Objectives
1. List the major cultural achievements
of the Fertile Crescent civilizations.
2. Categorize the achievements of these
civilizations by the key features of
civilizations.
3. Evaluate the themes of justice, power,
citizenship, and the environment in
these civilizations.
4. Assess the importance of the Hebrew
civilization for the development of
world history.

Guiding Questions

I. The Fertile Crescent

II. Egypt
III. Near Eastern Empires
IV. Asian Civilizations

The Plain

21

Israel is unique among the nations. All other nations followed
after false gods, but God chose Israel to bring His blessings to these
other nations. This blessing came primarily through the revelation
that God gave to Israelite prophets (much of which is now preserved
in the Old Testament). During this period of history, Israel was also
to bless the nations by obeying God’s law. When the other nations
saw the wisdom of God’s law, they would be drawn to worship
Israel’s God. Sadly, aside from a few brief, shining moments in the
reigns of David and Solomon, Israel failed at this mission. The nations which Israel was to bless became instruments of God to judge
His wayward people.

Early Civilizations

CHAPTER

1. What were the major cultural achievements of the civilizations of the Fertile
Crescent?
2. What role did justice, power, citizenship,
and the environment play in the civilizations of the Fertile Crescent?
3. What was the significance of the Hebrew
civilization for the development of world
history?

Much of our knowledge of Mesopotamia
has come down to us from the Greek his‑
torian Herodotus and the inspired writers
of the Bible. Most of the names for places
and peoples are, therefore, of either Greek
or Hebrew origin. With the most recent
unearthing and translating of many cunei‑
form tablets, archaeologists are beginning
to discover more about this region, such
as what the different peoples called their
lands. However, most historians still use
the old familiar names.

Early cuneiform tablet

Irrigation Systems
Cities along the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers relied on elaborate irrigation sys‑
tems to water their fields. A strong and
well‑organized government was neces‑
sary to keep these systems in good work‑
ing order. When a weak ruler came to the
throne, the irrigation system fell into disre‑
pair. Without life‑giving water, crops could
not be grown, and soon cities went to
ruin. Today many of these forgotten cities
are being excavated.

Cuneiform

Much of what we know about Sumer has come
from the discovery of thousands of clay tablets bearing cuneiform (KYOO nee uh form), the earliest
known form of writing. Using a wedge-shaped stylus
(a split reed), the Sumerians made impressions on
tablets of wet clay, which they later baked until hard.
They could express ideas by the manner in which they

The Ancient World

Section IV
• An outline map of Europe, Africa, and
Asia
• Activities 3–5 from Chapter 2 of Student
Activities
• Special speaker (see p. 46)

SuggeSted MaterialS
Section I
• Large outline map of the Mediterranean
Sea and the land surrounding it
• Activities 1–2 from Chapter 2 of Student
Activities
• Special speaker (see p. 24)
• A map showing the land division among
the twelve tribes of Israel

Teacher Edition

Familiar Names

Display a map of the Mediterranean
Sea and the land area around it. As each
early civilization is discussed in this unit,
have the students identify its location and
major points of interest. Ask for volunteers
to add drawings or photos.

Teacher Resources

Visit TeacherToolsOnline.com for resources
to enhance the lessons.

Section II
• National Geographic video/DVD titled
Egypt: Quest for Eternity

The teacher edition includes teaching strategies and formative
assessments aligned with educational objectives to be used
as tools to help teachers in developing critical thinking skills.
Suggested discussion topics and questions guide teachers
through the key themes and handling of primary sources.
Teachers will find multiple paths for engagement with events,
eras, concepts, and assumptions from the past.

Section III
• No materials

Early Civilizations
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Chapter 2

Chapter 20
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ts. Many of the
sides had solidified their positions by constructing a long series of today; their analysis
Greek dramas
are still
of human behavior
trenches that stretched from Switzerland to the English Channel. as it was in ancient
is just as penetrat enjoyed
Greece.
ing today

Neutral countries
Allies
Germany or
German occupied
German attacks
Allied attacks
and counterattacks

GERMANY
Rhi

BELGIUM Brussels

Liège

R.

Ypres

ne

R.
Main

Argonne
Forest

So
mm
e R.
Amiens
Compiégne
Sein
eR
.
Paris

LUX.

Verdun
use R.
Me
e R.
arn

Lorraine
R.

M

Alsace

FRANCE
SWITZERLAND
Deepest German penetration
Trenches 1914–17
Armistice Line: Nov. 11, 1918

GREAT
BRITAIN

NETHERLANDS
GERMANY
BELGIUM

Brussels

R.

Liège
e R.

R.
Main

LUX.
Lorraine

Marne R.

R.

Verdun

.
e R
ein

S

Meuse R.

Paris

FRANCE

ne

Ypres
So
mm

Amiens
Compiégne

Rhi

The student edition encourages students to trace the major patterns in world
history, following them as they point more and more clearly to the triumph
of the kingdom of God. As they journey through time in this engaging survey
of world history, students will cover creation, the earliest post-Flood civilizations, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the
Enlightenment, and civilizations in Africa, the East, the Americas before colonization, and African, Indian, and Asian empires.

GREAT BRITAIN

War in the East
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444

Student Edition

Rhine
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World War I
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20-12-M-World-War-I
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ACTIVITY
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Name

The Roman Empire at Its Greatest Extent (ca. AD 117)

Chapter Review

Locate each term on the map and place the corresponding number in the
appropriate blank.

Complete the Statement

7

Adriatic Sea

13

Euphrates River

20

Mediterranean Sea

15

Black Sea

5

Gaul

14

Nile River

10

Britain

11

Germania

8

North Africa

6

Crete

18

Italy

9

Red Sea

1

Cyprus

17

Jerusalem

19

Spain

4

Danube River

3

Judea

16

Tigris River

2

Egypt

12

Macedonia

Underline the term that accurately

completes each of the following statements.

1. The Roman Republic was formed
in 509 BC to replace the Etruscan (oligarchy/monarchy
). (p. 73)
2. (Julius Caesar/Octavian) was murdered
in the Senate on the Ides of March in
44 BC. (p. 82)
3. The (plebeians/patricians) were privileged
citizens who held the highest positions
in society. (p. 73)
4. In the first century BC, Rome was
transformed into a government ruled
by (an imperator/
consuls).
(p. 83)

5. (Constantine/Arius) was the Roman
emperor who made Christianity legal.
(p. 89)
6. (Assembly of Centuries/Roman forum)
passed laws that could be vetoed by
the Senate. (p. 73)
7. (Stoics/Epicureans) pursued happiness
and rejected the afterlife and divine
judgment. (p. 99)

Short Answer

Write the correct answer to each question

10

8. According to tradition, what city
did

11

9. What group established one of Italy’s

4

10. What foundation of Roman law
was

5

the Tribal Assembly (p. 74)

12

16

13

1

20

17

6

3

2
14
World History SAM, 5ed
512723
SAM-04-02-M-Roman-empire
June 2018
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7
15
10
6
1
4
2
13
5
11
18

Adriatic Sea
Black Sea
Britain
Crete
Cyprus
Danube River
Egypt
Euphrates River
Gaul
Germania
Italy

9

13. Who was reigning at the beginning
of

the people of Rome?

for collecting taxes in Roman provinces? publicans (p. 80)

the Pax Romana? Caesar Augustus (Octavian) (p. 83)

14. Who was the Roman emperor at
the time of Christ’s death and resurrection? Tiberius (p. 87)
15. Which Roman emperor was the
first to persecute Christians? Nero (p. 88)

16. Give the name for the wars between

Carthage and Rome. Punic Wars (p. 76)

17. What became the most powerful
and
the Senate (p. 73)

17
3
12
20
14
8
9
19
16

power to pass laws binding upon all

12. In Roman society, what group was
responsible

© 2019 BJU Press. Reproduction prohibited.

8

15
7
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in the provided blank.

Romulus and Remus found in 753 BC? Rome (p. 72)
earliest civilizations around 800 BC? the Etruscans (p. 72)

displayed in the Roman Forum? the Law of Twelve Tables (p. 74)

11. In 287 BC, what plebeian assembly
gained

important body of the republic of Rome?

18. What

edict made Christianity legal in 313? the Edict of Milan (p. 89)
Jerusalem
Judea
19. What church council affirmed Christ’s
deity and the doctrine of the Trinity
Macedonia
in 325? the Council of Nicaea
Mediterranean Sea (p. 90)
Nile River
(continued on next page)
North Africa
Red Sea
Spain
Tigris River
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Student Activities
The student activities include helpful projects and primary source readings,
which are key to developing a clear perspective of historical time periods.
The chapter reviews help the students to develop mastery over the material.

The Greek Civilizatio
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