
How We Teach It
Analyzing Sources
Students are challenged to analyze primary and 
secondary sources through quotations, activities, and 
links to literature. Through an explanation of historians’ 
different viewpoints, students are challenged to think for 
themselves while interacting with historical documents. 

Multi-Subject Practice
This course links to literature, Bible, and 

ethics and provides opportunities 
to practice math skills that relate 

to history through hands-on 
activities that reach across 
subject areas.

Defined Objectives
All components of this 

course have clearly defined 
objectives, and assessments 

systematically evaluate those 
objectives to check student 

understanding.

Effective Application
Through the student activities book and assessment 
packet, as well as through writing prompts, review 
games, and chapter review questions, students have 
multiple opportunities to apply their learning in practical 
and varied ways.

Materials

Section QuestionsGraphic OrganizersMaps and Feature Boxes

 Amelia Earhart

 The Hindenburg explosion

 1. The stock market crash occurred 
within a year of the inauguration 
of .

 A Calvin Coolidge
 B Herbert Hoover
 C Franklin Delano Roosevelt

 2. After the crash of 1929, a  
market followed for several years.

 A bear
 B black
 C bull

 3. Farmers who moved to 
California during the Dust Bowl 
were called .

 A “Futurama”
 B “Hoovervilles”
 C “Okies”

 4.  won four gold medals at the 
1936 Olympics.

 A Amelia Earhart 
 B Bruno Hauptmann
 C Jesse Owens

MAKING CONNECTIONS
 5. Other than the stock market 

crash, what were three causes of 
the Great Depression?
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Flight
Amelia Earhart became America’s flying heroine when, in 

1932, she became the first female pilot to fly solo across the At-
lantic. But in 1937, during an adventurous round-the-world flight, 
she disappeared somewhere over the Pacific. Hers was not the only 
air tragedy of the 1930s, however. Popular humorist Will Rogers 
perished in an airplane crash while on a tour of Alaska with Wiley 
Post, the first man to fly solo around the world.

The most dramatic of the 1930s air tragedies was the explo-
sion and crash of the zeppelin Hindenburg. At 803 feet long 
and 135 feet wide, the giant, blimp-like craft was one of the 
largest aircraft ever built. It contained passenger cabins, a 
dining room, a reading room, a lounge, and a promenade 
from which passengers could view the earth below. 
The Hindenburg could travel up to eighty-four 
miles an hour and had made several trips 
between Germany and the United 
States between 1936 and 1937. 
However, during its flight on May 6, 
1937, as it began its final descent 
near Lakehurst, New Jersey, flames 
appeared near its tail. Within sec-
onds the whole aircraft burst into 
flames as the hydrogen used to 
fly it ignited, killing thirty-five 
of the airship’s ninety-seven 
passengers.
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To prevent corporations from becoming too power-
ful, some states made it illegal for one company to own 
stock in another. In 1882 Rockefeller organized Standard 
Oil into a trust, a legal device by which a board of trust-
ees is empowered to make decisions and control the oper-
ations of a whole group of companies. Instead of buying 
a company outright, stockholders gave their stocks to 
a group of Standard Oil trustees in return for shares in 
the trust. Since the trustees did not own stock but were 
merely managing it, they were not violating any laws. As 

a result, the Standard Oil Trust purchased twenty-seven 
competing oil companies. Rockefeller’s trust became the 
pattern for the formation of other trusts by businessmen 
who also had the means to buy up competing companies.

In 1889 New Jersey changed its law to allow companies 
to own the stock of other companies. This change led to 
the creation of holding companies, which did not produce 
anything but owned stock in companies that did produce 
goods. Standard Oil’s many subsidiaries (smaller compa-
nies) were organized under a holding company in 1899.

Contrasting 
Business Models
Contrasting Contrasting 
Business Models Business Models 

Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller built 
their wealth through different strategies.

retail market

wholesaler

distribution

manufacturing

transportation

primary production

tank 
cars

pipelines

refineries

Vertical Integration

Carnegie
(Carnegie Steel)

Horizontal Integration

Rockefeller
(Standard Oil)
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Baptists and the Bill of Rights
Many Protestants, including Baptists, had supported 

the War for Independence. One reason for their support 
was the anticipation of religious freedom that would result. 
However, when the text of the Constitution became known, 
Baptist leaders, including Pastor John Leland, expressed 
serious concerns because the document contained no 
guarantees of religious freedom. James Madison and 
others argued that these guarantees were unnecessary 
because the federal government could likely not attain a 

level of power that would threaten freedom of religion. 
However, Pastor Leland and many others insisted that their 
support for the Constitution was contingent on the addition 
of a bill of rights. When Pastor Leland convinced Madison 
to offer the suggested amendments, Leland and other 
Baptists supported the ratification of the Constitution and 
helped to ensure its passage.

Why does Henry not trust 
those who say the government 
will not abuse its power?
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The Ratification of  
the Constitution

The Anti-Federalists of Virginia were led by Governor Edmund Ran-
dolph, George Mason, and fiery orator Patrick Henry. This trio expressed 
legitimate concerns: fear of consolidated political power in an over- 
arching national government and the absence of guarantees of personal 
liberty, including religious freedom, in a bill of rights. Henry argued:

But we are told that we need not fear, 
because those in power being our repre-
sentatives, will not abuse the powers we 
put in their hands. I am not well versed 
in history, but I will submit to your rec-
ollection, whether liberty has been de-
stroyed most often by the licentiousness 
[lawlessness] of the people, or by the 
tyranny of rulers? I imagine, Sir, you will 
find the balance on the side of tyranny.  
— patrick henry

The Federalists argued that they were not opposed to personal lib-
erty; rather, most of them thought that a bill of rights was unnecessary 
because the federal government’s powers were restricted to only those 
items specifically granted in the Constitution and that it was too restric-
tive to limit rights to a written list. The Federalists also feared that the 
attempt to compose a bill of rights before ratification would derail 
the Constitution. After James Madison promised to introduce 
amendments for a bill of rights in the first session of Congress, the 
Virginia Federalists won a narrow victory for ratification, 89–79.

Once news of Virginia’s ratification reached New York, 
Anti-Federalists there were faced with a decision: reluctantly 
join the union or try to exist independently. By a slim margin 
of 30 to 27, New York voted to ratify. North Carolina and 
Rhode Island held out for some time, but plans for the 
new government proceeded. Elections for the new Con-
gress were set, and the opening session was scheduled 
for March 4, 1789, at the temporary national capital, New 
York City.

Benjamin Franklin wrote with satisfaction, “Our new 
Constitution is now established, everything seems to prom-
ise it will be durable; but, in the world, nothing is certain, 
except death and taxes.”
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Student Edition
Spanning pre-Columbian history to the present, the 
student edition mixes text with graphics to engage 
students in exploring history. Students are challenged 
to think critically about history rather than just 
memorize facts. Each chapter includes clearly outlined 
objectives to guide student learning, with feature 
boxes that draw attention to interesting facts or 
primary source activities.

Teacher Edition
With teaching strategies for every stage of the 
teaching cycle (engage, instruct, apply, assess), 
the teacher edition provides educators with clear 
instructions on creating meaningful learning 
experiences that make history come alive. New biblical 
worldview shaping objectives encourage students 
to apply biblical principles to their view of history. 
Differentiated instruction strategies are flagged and 
color-coded to stand out. Additionally, many new 
resources have been added in BJU Press Trove™.

Activities
The student activities book gives students an 
opportunity to apply their learning through engaging 
activities. Activities include primary source analysis 
activities and Thinking Like a Historian data analysis. 
An answer key is included.

Assessments
The assessments packet 
has 25 chapter tests. 
Assessment questions 
encourage critical 
thinking and 
understanding of 
material, not rote 
memorization. 
An answer key is 
included.

See God’s Hand in  
Our Nation’s History

The newly updated US History course shows students 
the history of the United States through the lens of 
God’s providence and power. Students learn to interpret 
the past from a biblical worldview and then learn from 
the past to influence the present and future as Christian 
citizens. Students also learn social studies literacy skills 
and practice analytical thinking while learning from 
primary and secondary sources.


