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The Triumph of Christ
Embark on an interactive study of Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation with your students in this new Bible course. The Triumph of
Christ is the next course in the new Bible line, and it encourages
students to have a passion for growth in Christlikeness as they
build a biblical worldview piece-by-piece. This study emphasizes
how each book fits into the single story of Scripture. Teachers
can embrace a more thematic, rather than moralistic, method of
teaching a formal Bible class.
Course materials include a teacher edition, a student edition,
student activities, a student activities answer key, assessments,
and an assessments answer key.

John’s readers needed to be encouraged that
they truly possessed eternal life.

UNIT 8 OBJECTIVES

Sin doesn’t characterize Christians. As
redeemed image-bearers, Christians reflect the
Light, who is the Father. Though all the world is
in darkness (John 3:19), Christians fellowship
with one another and collectively serve as the
light to this dark world (Matt. 5:14). To continuously walk in the light requires constantly
renewed fellowship (1 John 1:7). And thus John
hinted at the next topic under consideration.

world.
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1.1 GOD’S BIG STORY THROUGH
THE COVENANTS UNIT 8
Who am I really? A serious question
deserves a serious answer. Understanding the
world and your place in it can be intimidating.
You may have questions about your identity. Can
we simply create our own identities? People do
it on social media all the time. Then there is the
current controversy regarding gender roles and
identity. This identity crisis reflects a deep-seated
confusion in our culture.
To avoid confusion, we turn to Scripture
(Ps. 19:7–9). Here we learn who we are. Listening to the Bible’s answer requires us to broaden
our horizon. The whole story of the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, provides the context for
answering the “Who am I?” question.
Does this mean the Bible is all about us?
Not at all. While we are part of God’s story, it is
not mainly about us. The Bible is the big story of
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It can be very dangerous to deny a threatening reality. If a patient, for instance, denies that
he has a serious condition, he will suffer and
perhaps die. Some people would rather ignore a
painful diagnosis than face it honestly. It is only
when the patient faces his diagnosis honestly,
however, that he has the prospect of healing.
In a similar way, we should deal honestly
with the painful reality of sin. Sin is no small
matter—it’s lethal. Sin is also a universal reality
that no one can escape (Rom. 3:12, 23).
“Sure,” you might reason, “Adam’s fall into
sin affected all humans. But aren’t Christians
indwelt by the Holy Spirit and therefore protected from sin?” John made it clear that even his
Christian readers continued to sin (1 John 1:8,
10). Believers therefore can and do sin; whoever
denies this reality is deceiving himself and calling God a liar. This is not only offensive to God,
who cannot lie (Titus 1:2), but it also shows that
God’s Word is not in the professing believer. For
a professing Christian to maintain that he hasn’t
sinned is to declare to all that he’s outside of
Christ.
If you deny the reality of sin in your life, you
may find yourself practicing sin without repentance, thinking that all is well. Such a denial may
also blind you to the very real consequences of
your sin. To both of these dangers, John offered a
solution—confess sin and receive forgiveness and
cleansing from the Lord (1 John 1:9).
To confess sin is to call it what God calls it:
sin, disobedience, rebellion, unrighteousness.
And when we confess, God is both “faithful and
just” to forgive us (1 John 1:9). God’s faithfulness is His guarantee to forgive our sins through
Christ’s atonement. God’s justice is His authority to remove the sin and guilt. And when God
forgives us, He also cleanses us to live pure lives

CONFESSION

GOD

Christians and Sin: A Reality

C L EANS I NG

 Develop a theology of worship.
truth and
 Develop a plan for walking in
love as an overcomer of sin and the

FOR

and pur Identify the author, audiences,
poses of John’s writings.
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 Relate the book of Revelation
storyline of Scripture.

in the light of God and in fellowship with one
another (1:5–7).
True Christians understand their relationship to sin. They also know that God cannot
lie and that self-deception is dangerous. True
Christians embrace the truth and are filled with
the Word of God. True Christians confess their
sins, both to be saved and then regularly thereafter to reestablish fellowship with God and
fellow Christians. True Christians are aware of
their sinfulness and their desperate need of God’s
faithful and just forgiveness of sin.

Place and Date
According to early church tradition, John
moved to Ephesus after Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70. He likely wrote his three
epistles from there between AD 85 and 95.
Talking Point
Introduce 1 John 1:1–4.
Why could John’s readers trust his testimony (1 John 1:1–3)?
John was one of Jesus’ disciples (even part of
the “inner circle” alongside Peter and James)
and had firsthand experience of Jesus’ life,
teaching, and ministry.
What would John’s audience gain from
reading and obeying this letter (1:3)?
They would gain solid Christian fellowship
with one another based on a relationship with
God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ.
What would John gain from writing this
letter to believers in need of solid Christian fellowship (1:4)?
He would gain complete joy (1:4), or true
satisfaction, in the Lord.

Read Jeremiah 31:31–34
Memorize Genesis 3:15
“Given that sin is inevitable in the
life of the believer . . . , nothing
other than the work of Christ
can be viewed as the foundation
of assurance, for it is the only
effective remedy for their sins
and thus the only ground for [the
believer’s] confidence of right
standing with God.”
—Christopher D. Bass

The Christian’s Relationship
to Sin 

Talking Point
Prompt students to discuss the believer’s
relationship to sin (1:5–2:6).
Teacher Tip: Handout 8.1 explains the
relationship between justification and
sanctification. Have students read this
handout before answering the following
application questions.

what God is doing to glorify Himself by redeeming His fallen creation (Eph. 2:7). Fallen creation
in need of redemption—that’s us! So we’re obviously in the story, but we’re not the main characters. In fact, you may have guessed from the title
of this book, The Triumph of Christ, who the
main character is. Keeping Christ central is vital
for understanding the biblical story and your
place in it.
What happens when we ignore the big story?
Individual narratives become disconnected from
Christ. Stories about our favorite Bible characters
get mistakenly turned into mere moral lessons
(moralism). For example: Be more like Abraham! Doing this on some level can be helpful.
But the more significant question is this: what is
Abraham’s role in preparing the way for Christ?
The Old Testament consists of many significant
The Church Triumphant

Introducing John’s Epistles 

Talking Point

Summarize the background and introductory information for John’s epistles.

Authorship
Though he didn’t mention himself by
name, there are compelling reasons to
believe that the apostle John wrote these
epistles. First, the epistles reflect the same
style as the Gospel of John. Also, John introduced himself as the “elder” (2 John 1:1;
3 John 1:1); both Scripture (Rev. 1:9) and
tradition indicate that John was advanced
in years when he died. Finally, external evidence (Eusebius of Caesarea, Polycarp, and
Irenaeus) points to John’s authorship.
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Audience
Each epistle mentioned John’s “children”
in the faith (1 John 2:1; 2 John 1:1; 3 John
1:4), or members of churches in and around
Ephesus. Second John additionally mentioned an “elect lady” (2 John 1:1); this title
could refer to either the hostess of the house
where the church met or the church itself.
Third John was addressed to Gaius, a godly
example to others in his church.
Purpose
One phrase encapsulates 1 John’s purpose—assurance of salvation (1 John 5:13).
(The purposes of 2 and 3 John are covered
in Section 8.3.) In John’s day, some professing believers had departed from the
churches (2:18–19). Heresies (possibly early
forms of Gnosticism) had challenged the
faith of God’s people (2:22–23). Therefore,

Read 1 John 1:5–2:6.

What contrast did John introduce? Why
was this contrast significant to his argument?
He contrasted light and darkness. Since God
is holy and pure (as indicated by the image
of light), He requires His children to be holy
and pure. Such a lifestyle is possible only for
those who have been washed in Jesus’ shed
blood; cleansing from sin leads to conformity
to Christ. Only believers enjoy true fellowship
with God and other believers (1 John 1:5–7).
How does your life demonstrate whether
you are walking in the light or walking in
darkness?

Teacher Tip: Draw a picture (or find a
photograph) of a distant mountain range.
This works best if one peak is right behind another so the peaks almost blend
together. Ask students if they can tell the
two mountains apart. If so, ask if they
can tell how much distance is between
the two peaks in both pictures. Then
draw (or show) a picture of the mountains from a side view. Demonstrate that
there may be both small and huge gaps
between sets of mountains. Relate the
timing of prophetic fulfillment to these
pictures.

THE SPIRIT

Spirit-Led Worship Service

IS CONTINUOUS
ARRIVED ONCE
AT PENTECOST

The Triumph of Christ
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Interactive Learning Opportunities

When the prophets proclaimed the word
of the Lord, neither the prophets nor their
hearers knew the precise timing of the predicted events. The prophets also didn’t know
that one prophecy might be divided into a
series of separate or partial fulfillments with
large gaps between fulfillments. The clearest
example of this is in Isaiah 61:1–2 and Luke
4:18–21. Only in the New Testament does
God reveal that the Messiah would come
twice—the first time to save, the second to
judge (John 12:46–48). Thus Jesus quoted
only the first part of Isaiah’s prophecy as
fulfilled.
H CHRIST
Isaiah’s prophecy wasn’tTRIUMP
wrong,
and Jesus
didn’t contradict it or change its meaning.
The only change was a clearer vision of how
and when it would be fulfilled—in stages.
That prophecy’s significance was expanded
by further redemptive history and implications made clearer by further revelation.
The quotation of Joel 2:28–32 in Acts
2:17–21 is another example of progressive
fulfillment. The outpouring of the Spirit, evidenced in prophetic tongues speaking, was
fulfilled at Pentecost, the starting point of
the last days. But the wonders in the heavens mentioned by Joel are yet to be fulfilled
because the prophecy is fulfilled in stages.
Peter saw the first stage but didn’t know how
long it would take for Christ to return and
fulfill the second stage.

preaching. He then blew upon a vast multitude
of people—three thousand people “gladly
received his word and were baptized” (Acts 2:41).
But the wind of the Spirit doesn’t stop with
conversion. He continues blowing in Spirit-led
worship. The point here is that the Holy Spirit
actively works in church services. The Holy Spirit
nourishes and grows the church through four
elements: biblical instruction, Christian friendship, the Lord’s Supper, and prayer (Acts 2:42).
What an invaluable lesson we learn from
Acts 2. After Luke finishes describing the birth
of the church, he quickly moves to describe the
life of the church. Living a lonely Christian life
isolated from other believers has never been a
biblical practice. From the example of the early
church, we learn the necessity of living with others in the family of God as the closest of friends.
And like our biological families, God’s family
shares privileges and responsibilities.
Among these is worship. Worship services
in the early church appear simple compared
to services in some modern churches. Christians joined to study the “apostles’ doctrine,”
which means the Scriptures were explained
and applied. Through fellowship, or friendship,
with one another, Christians drew strength and
encouragement for living out their faith. Regular
celebration of the Lord’s Supper was a special
way for the church to remember Christ’s atoning
sacrifice. Also, out of loving concern, the believers shared their burdens in prayer. Most importantly, the church relied on the Spirit in prayer
for carrying out the Great Commission.

The teacher edition is full of interactive learning opportunities that depart from the normal lecture style that many Bible classes
follow. These opportunities include the Bible study process, discussion prompts, KWL charts, Socratic questioning, group activities, writing assignments, think-pair-share discussions, and ticket-to-go questions.

Shaping Worldview

originally made. Similarly, God’s reflection is still
visible in every person but in a way that is now
distorted.
Redemption tells you an amazing truth
about your identity—namely, that God is
graciously at work to restore His image. For
those who turn to Christ in faith, God is gradually remaking the mirror. How does being a
Christian change the way you see yourself?
Go back to the question “Who am I?” For the
Christian, the answer is “I am someone defined
by my union with Jesus Christ.” If this phrase,
union with Christ, is unfamiliar, it will become
clearer as we progress in this course and study
the Bible together. For now, consider this hopegiving application: if you are a Christian, you
are not defined by your failures, your imperfections, or your performance. Rather you are
defined by who you are in Christ.
Let this truth sink in. As a Christian you will
not always “feel” this to be true. But it is true
nonetheless. When God looks at Christians, He
sees them the same way He sees His own Son,
Jesus Christ. Oh the wonder of our new identity
in Christ!

A Plan for Spiritual Growth

faith, grace, and power; Answers will vary. The students will need the Spirit to enable their reliance on God and

Scripture Reading: Acts 6:1–15
for the life of
But in addition to what Acts models
should
application
The Epistles make it clear that the church
the church, there’s an important personal
and
not fulfill the
continue the practices of selecting deacons
you can draw from Acts 6. You may
members,
taking care of genuinely needy church
did in the church (deacon,
book of Acts exact same role Stephen
particularly widows, as modeled in the
still grow in the same Spiritalso 2 Thess. martyr). But you should
see
5:3–16;
3:8–13;
Tim.
1
you to fulfill
1:27;
(James
filled maturity for the role God wants
to
3:6–15). And elders should devote themselves
(see also 1 Tim. 4:12).
3:6–10;
Thess.
1
9:14;
Cor.
(2
Word
prayer and the
Pet. 5:2; see also
1 Tim. 5:17; 2 Tim. 4:2; James 5:14; 1
Col. 1:3; 4:17; Phil. 1:4).
through the power of the
person of good reputation and wisdom
Develop a plan for growing into a
Holy Spirit.
you need to understand the key concepts:
But before you can develop that plan,

perseverance in the faith. They will need the Spirit to enable them to live out their faith in sanctified living. The Spirit
must also enable them to have victory over sin or boldness to proclaim the gospel and confront wickedness (John
16:8).

Witness
5. Connect the purpose of Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit with His commission of His disciples for the
church age. (Matt. 28:18–20; Acts 1:8)
Jesus commissioned His disciples to go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, Son, and Spirit, and teaching them to observe all His commands. The Spirit was given to enable the disciples
to carry out their task. Once they were filled by the Spirit, they could begin their mission.

• good reputation
• wisdom
• power of the Holy Spirit
of that plan: witness.
You also need to understand the goal

A Plan for Spiritual Growth

what other people think?
their reputations? Should they ignore
1. Should Christians be concerned about
on the inside? To
thinks since only He can see what’s true
Should they only care about what God
data: 1 Sam. 16:7; Matt.
these questions, examine all the biblical
come up with the proper answers to
7; 1 Pet. 2:9–12.
6:6; Col. 3:22; Phil. 2:15; 1 Tim. 3:2,
5:13–16; 2 Cor. 8:21; Gal. 1:10; Eph.
On the one hand, your reputation doesn’t
single-minded focus is to please God.

On the other hand, you should seek a

matter in respect to what people think

Your goal is not the praise of men, and

Wisdom

2. What is wisdom and where can it
wisdom in the book of Proverbs.)

to spread the gospel in whatever I do

search for the word wise or

to your life. Wisdom is motivated by your

Some people define wisdom as skillful

application of God’s revelation to a problem

striving in life to win the prize of my high calling in Christ; laying aside sinful living and fulfilling my mission

gospel.

be found? (Job 28:28; Prov. 2:1–6) (Hint:

Wisdom is therefore found in God. [Note:

7. Based on what you know about the source of wisdom and power—the source needed to produce an
effective reputation in you—what should you be drawing from to give you that wisdom and power?

love and fear of God.

the Word of God; prayer based on God’s Word for the Spirit to use the Word in both my life and others’ lives

Based on the unfolding argument of Peter’s sermon, explain what the Messiah’s
enthronement enabled. Explain what it
proves about Jesus.
It enabled His giving of the Spirit. The
Messiah had already come and been exalted.
Jesus’ claims are true—He had come as the
Messiah.
Peter’s audience had seen the evidence
of the Spirit’s outpouring (fulfilling Joel
2:28–32). The Spirit couldn’t have been
poured out without the Davidic Messiah’s
enthronement (Ps. 110:1–2). If the Messiah
had been enthroned, He must have already
come. Jesus had already come, claiming to
be that Messiah.
But wasn’t He dead? Weren’t the claims of
His resurrection made up by the disciples?
No! Jesus, the Messiah, was resurrected in

living. It can also be defined as the

by a person. See the application guidelines

Power of the Holy Spirit

in Handout 1.2a.]

8. Now you know your life’s focus. You also know what you need to draw from for success in life’s main
endeavor. How can you put into practice what you know you should be doing? Outline your plan for
growth.

your answer based on
to the ability to work miracles? Defend
3. Is the power of the Spirit limited only
1:5; Rom. 15:13; Eph.
1 Cor. 2:4 with John 6:63 and 1 Thess.
Scripture: Rom. 1:16 with 1 Cor. 1:18;
2 Tim. 1:8; 1 Pet. 1:5; 2 Pet. 1:3.
6:10 with Gal. 5:16, 25; Col. 1:11, 13;
The gospel—the Word of God—is powerful
work, even when He’s simply working
The Spirit’s power enables sanctified

to convert through the work of the Spirit.

internally within the believer to produce

living and perseverance in the faith.

The Significance of Christ’s
Enthronement 

I must plan to spend time in prayer and God’s Word. Students’ plans may vary, but plans should include scheduling

The Spirit’s power is at

a time for devotions and prayer each day or each week. And students should explain how they plan to be doers of the

virtues like joy, peace, faith, and hope.

Word and not hearers only (James 1:22–25).

Exercises 11

12

Develop Application Skills

Talking Point

2

Teacher Tip: Give students several minutes to write an answer to the prompt.

Connect the unfolding argument of
Peter’s sermon to the significance of
Christ’s enthronement, the point clinching his conclusion and leading to many
Jewish conversions.

Unit 1

6. Based on what you know about your purpose, what should be your life’s focus? (2 Tim. 2:4; Heb. 12:1)

and good works. A good

without undermining the work of the

Wisdom is the application of God’s commands

14

about you when your

you should humbly do right.

well-known reputation of righteousness

testimony is vital for being God’s ambassador

Not everything we read in the book of Acts
is meant to be a pattern for the church in all ages.
Some of it definitely is, such as the elements of
worship we discussed. Yet we must remember
that some events recorded in Acts were special,
just as the apostles were special. This historical
period was a transition from the Old Covenant
to the New Covenant (Heb. 8:6–13), from life
under the Mosaic law to life under the gospel
of grace (Acts 15), from the time of redemptive
promise to the time of redemptive fulfillment
(13:26–33).

The idea of spiritual growth gets thrown around a lot. What does it mean? Many times people think that
spiritual is the opposite of material—as if the material world were evil. (This was the false teaching of the
Gnostics, whom the Bible clearly condemns in 1 Timothy 4:1–5 and Colossians 2:8–23.) Instead, whenever
you hear the term spiritual, you should think Spirit enabled. Any good you do is enabled by Christ through
His Spirit within you (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 2:12–13). Spiritual growth is growth by the power of the Holy Spirit
and in the characteristics resulting from the Spirit’s work in you—characteristics like the fruit of the Spirit
in Galatians 5:22–23.

Good Reputation

This course builds a biblical worldview piece-by-piece so that
students are constantly developing their worldview and seeing
how the subjects that they are learning further inform their
worldview.
Unit 1

4. What were the characteristics of Spirit-filled Stephen? (Acts 6:5, 8) How can you display those same
characteristics?

Exercise 1.5

Another Pentecost?

Unit 1
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Who am I really? Remember we said it takes
the whole Bible to answer that question. But
don’t panic. We can answer this question by
focusing on three elements of the biblical story
(Creation, Fall, and Redemption). Let’s look at
each one.
Creation tells you a vital truth about
your identity—namely, that you are God’s
image-bearer created by and for Him. You’re
not the product of some blind evolutionary
process. You are who God says you are. If you
are a young lady, it’s because He created you
female. If you are a young gentleman, it’s
because He created you male. Men and women
share the incredible privilege of mirroring God.
The Fall tells you a sad truth about your
identity—namely, that God’s image in you has
been distorted by sin. When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God, something tragic happened.
Instead of mirroring God’s image perfectly, they
became, as it were, cracked mirrors. The Fall has
left us confused about our identity—the same
way you’re confused when you view yourself
in a cracked mirror. The image is you, but it is a
distorted you. The mirror still works but not as

Name

of

the
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Your Place in God’s Big Story

CONTINUES TODAY

fulfillment of Psalm 16:8–11. Th
ment therefore shows that Mess
die and be resurrected. Jesus wa
David’s throne to provide the Ne
benefit of the Holy Spirit. The N
enant work must have been acco
Jesus, whom the crowd crucified

Applying 

Use Exercise 1.3 to direct stud
uate their own understanding of
presented in Peter’s sermon) and
sponse to Him. In addition, use
to encourage them to value and
in the activities of the body of C

Student activities provide substantive student exercises to
help them properly apply the Scripture reading based on
observation and interpretation.
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Unit 1

The Trium

step the eternal plan unfolded. Next is the
Mosaic Covenant. God covenanted with the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, giving
them His law so they could serve Him in the
Promised Land (Deut. 5:2–3; 9:11).
They were supposed to do in the Promised
Land what Adam was supposed to do in the garden—subdue the land in obedience to God’s
law. They would receive blessings if they obeyed
and curses if they disobeyed (Deut. 30:19). Of
course, God knew what the Israelites would do.
He predicted they, following Adam, would eventually break the covenant through disobedience.
And just as God punished Adam, He would
remove Israel from its land. But God would not
be defeated. Though Israel would fail, Israel’s
royal descendant would succeed (Isa. 50).

Abrahamic Covenant
God’s promise to never again destroy the
earth by flood should have motivated Noah’s
descendants to walk in the fear of God. But
just like the descendants of Adam and Eve,
the descendants of Noah forgot the Lord and
worshiped false gods. Clearly the serpent, who
tempted Adam and Eve, continued opposing
God’s plan. But the sovereign Lord would not
be defeated. From one of these pagan nations
He called an idol worshiper to be His covenant
child. Through Abraham God promised to bless
all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:1–3). This
promise included a seed and a land and carried
forward the purpose of the Creation Mandate to
subdue the earth and fill it with offspring.
What happened next was incredible. God
commanded Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac,
the one through whom God promised to bless
the world (Gen. 22:1–2). But if Isaac died, how
could a king arise in fulfillment of the promise?
The suspense thickened, then the resolution:
Isaac was spared (22:12). God’s glorious plan
would live on!

This student edition provides students with a brief commentary on Acts, the
Epistles, and Revelation. Using grade-appropriate language throughout, students will trace the origin and development of the church in Acts, the doctrinal
arguments in the Epistles, and the consummation of God’s redemptive plan in
Revelation.

The Temple of Artemis

Davidic Covenant
To appreciate God’s covenant faithfulness
we need to rehearse one more covenant before
moving into the New Testament. In the Davidic
Covenant, God promised King David that one
of his offspring would reign on his throne in an
everlasting kingdom (2 Sam. 7:12–13). Picking
up on themes from earlier covenants, God restated the promise of a seed and a land. Because God
always keeps His covenant promises, no apparent
setback in the story—not even Israel’s unfaithfulness—can alter His eternal plan. True, Israel’s
disobedience led to seventy years of captivity
in the godless country of Babylon (Jer. 25:11).
During that time, many Israelites mistakenly
thought God had abandoned them. Any hope of
a future glorious kingdom seemed like wishful
thinking.
But the sovereign Lord would not be defeated. His kingdom would march steadily forward.
His plan for a human King to rule over all cre-

Mosaic Covenant
But God would take His time. The restoration of His earthly kingdom moved in stages,
each easily recognizable by a covenant. Step by

4

Student Edition
seven churches in Asia that
received a specific message from
the Lord (Rev. 1:4, 11; 2:1–7). All
in all, Ephesus can be directly or
indirectly tied to eleven of the
twenty-seven books of the New
Testament. All Christians have
been affected by the ministry of
the early church leadership of
the church in Ephesus.

Conclusion

THRACE

Black
Sea

Ephesus

Egnatia Way

Adriatic Sea

MACEDONIA

THRACE

Philippi

Neapolis
Thessalonica
Amphipolis
Berea
Apollonia
Mt. Olympus

All that is left of the temple to
Artemis is part of its foundation.
The Goths destroyed the temple
and the city in AD 262. But the
one foundation that cannot be
removed and the one building
that cannot be destroyed is the
temple of God, composed of
believers from the past, present,
and future (Eph. 2:19–22).

Ephesus was famous for its
influence, theatre, and temple.
But Ephesus’s influential grip
on its people had weakened
because of the gospel’s hold on
its growing Christian population.
There is no more laughter, legal
proceedings, or death at the
remaining theatre ruins today.
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UNIT 1 OBJECTIVES
 Relate the spread of the kingdom in
Acts to the big story of Scripture.

Heart: Enrich with devotional warmth
(discipleship, see Section 1.1)

 Relate the gift of the Spirit to the
spread of the kingdom in Acts.

Worldview Shaping Themes in Acts,
Epistles, and Revelation

 Summarize the gospel message.

Teacher Tip: Before teaching the first
lesson, introduce the textbook as a
whole by pointing out the following key
themes students will learn as they study
Acts, Epistles, and Revelation.

 Define the church and its major
activities.

Teacher Edition

 Apply the teaching of Acts about the
church to their own lives.
The following chart provides an overview
of the key focal points of this course.
Theological Focus

This teacher edition reinforces the student edition and the student activities
as it directs students to make applications that are rooted in the theological
interpretation of the big story of Scripture. It provides an abundance of teaching strategies so that teachers don’t have to rely on lecture and outline style
teaching. All of the content is clearly aligned with the scaffolded objectives.

Biblical Theology: the overarching
storyline of Creation, Fall, Redemption;
God’s unfolding plan of redemption
through the covenants
Systematic Theology: synthesizing and
harmonizing what Scripture says about a
topic into a summary of biblical teaching
(doctrinal conclusions)
Hermeneutical Skills Focus (head)
Positive: teach a basic inductive and
theological approach to Scripture (observe, interpret, apply)

UNIT 1

Positive: teach more specific exegetical skills (tracing the thought flow of a
passage and outlining it, identifying key
words and understanding their meanings
through word studies, analyzing relationships of phrases and clauses, etc.)
Positive: teach how to properly understand the New Testament’s use of the
Old Testament text
Negative: challenge the postmodern approach—that the meaning changes, the
reader determines the meaning, and language can’t communicate objectively

Christian Life Skills Focus (heart)
Values
What You
Accept

Worldview Focus
Three Ingredients
• the big story: Creation, Fall, Redemption
• beliefs (head) and values (heart)
• personal behavior and cultural engagement

Accept

" Character "

Practice

Who
You Are

What
You Do

"

"

" Appropriate "

Apply

Theological and Worldview Focuses
The Theological Focus goes hand in hand
with the Worldview Focus. Section 1.1 introduces the overarching storyline of Creation,
Fall, Redemption, and explains how God’s
plan of redemption unfolds through the covenants. The units on the books of Acts and
Revelation will emphasize biblical theology
and the unfolding story of Redemption (the
first worldview ingredient), while the units
on the Epistles will emphasize systematic
theology and beliefs and values (the second
worldview ingredient).

xviiii Unit 1
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the

Name

of His people under the

prohibited.

God wanted His people to

Old (Mosaic)

fear and love Him from the

7. Why couldn’t God’s people

8. What did God promise
30:6, 14)
He would fix His people’s

Name

Scripture Reading: Acts 1

but rebellious; their hearts

TRIUMPH o f CHRIST

the

(Deut.

be motivated to obey from

E

1. Peter teaches that Gentiles do not need to become Jews in
order to be saved. To insist on the necessity of law-keeping for
salvation is contrary to the gospel of grace through Christ.

A

2. The Jews are shocked that Gentiles received the Spirit and
became part of the body of Christ.

C. Acts 13:46

C

3. Paul and Barnabas begin preaching primarily to the Gentiles
when the Jews reject the gospel.

E . Acts 15:10–11

B

4. Though the church prays without ceasing for a persecuted leader,
they are surprised by how God answers their prayers.

D

5. Paul and Barnabas encourage the disciples to remain faithful since they
will certainly go through tribulation before entering the kingdom of God.

his own knowledge about someone or something.

2. Whom specifically should you witness to others about? (Acts 1:8)
Jesus Christ (the Messiah)

Matching

Match each person with a key lesson that the book of Acts teaches about

3. What content can you use to fulfill your responsibility as a witness? (Matt. 28:19–20)

G

6. Whenever a person persecutes believers, he actually persecutes
Jesus Himself. obj. 2.1.2

C

7. Salvation requires an internal work of the Word and the Spirit.

p. 40

All the Scriptures testify about who Jesus is and what He came to do (Luke 24:27). The apostles’ writings in the
New Testament specifically explain how to understand all that Jesus commanded in fulfillment of Scripture.

4. How must you be enabled to be a witness? (Acts 1:8; Eph. 6:18–20)

A
pp. 41–42

All Christians must rely on the Holy Spirit to carry out their mission as good witnesses.

Exercises 1

Exercises 3

E
p. 53

D
p. 58

12. Antagonism to the gospel results in condemnation to
darkness. obj. 2.5.1

A
p. 58

his life.
D

A. Ananias

p. 62

B. Barnabas
C. Cornelius

F. John Mark

11. My life and words can encourage other believers, opening
their way to effective ministry. obj. 2.4.4

p. 56

D. Acts 14:22

9. God blesses simple acts done for the sake of the gospel. obj. 2.4.4
10. Effective ministry involves training other believers. obj. 2.4.4

B
D

p. 43

A

B . Acts 12:5

D. Elymas

F
p. 54

p. 58

obj. 2.2.4

A. Acts 10:44–45

8 God has the power to transform my enemy into my brother or
sister in Christ.

Student Activities
As an integral part of the course, students will learn application skills based on observation and interpretation as they
complete their Scripture reading assignments. A prayer
journal guides them to pray scripturally and specifically. They
will also study the significance of each memory verse.

p. 54

Match each concept with the appropriate memory verse.

pp. 45–47

to fulfill its Mosaic
proven that it was unable
the nation of Israel had thoroughlyGod’s promise. Jeremiah 1–29 is all about
By the time of Jeremiah,
needed
31 is at the heart
Israel therefore desperately
and restoration. Jeremiah
Covenant responsibilities.
30–52 is about divine deliverance
divine judgment, but Jeremiah
His people.
of what God will do to restore

C

The Gospel to the Gentiles
Matching

1. In general, what does it mean for a person to be a witness? (Hint: Use a dictionary to look up the word
witness. See also 1 John 1:1–3.)

within.

Name

Unit 2 Test

A person is a witness when he sees, knows, hears, or can otherwise testify to establish factual truth because of

10:16; 31:27, 29)

covenant responsibilities?

internalize His Word and

general, underlying universal principles can be applied to your own situation.
For example, when the apostles selected a replacement for Judas, they cast lots to determine God’s
will. Not only is it impossible to appoint new apostles
today (based on the requirements in Acts 1:21–22),
we’re also not commanded to cast lots as we make
decisions or select the leadership of a church. That’s
because the apostles’ methods reflect their reception
of special revelation during their age. The general,
underlying, universal principle is that you should
seek God’s will for godly leadership through prayer
and the wise discernment of a godly group of mature
believers already qualified for spiritual leadership.
So how should the book of Acts be applied? Acts
models for us the mission of the church between
Christ’s ascension and return. We’re still awaiting the
return of Christ. Therefore, we’re still in the same
broad time period with the same general mission.
And that mission is the Great Commission (Acts 1:8).

The Great Commission

Him.

them? (Deut. 9:4–7, 13, 24;
needed to be changed.

could fulfill their
to do so that His people

heart problem so they would

Guidelines for Application in the Book of Acts
The book of Acts retells the history of the early
church—its origin and development. That means
that a lot of the material is descriptive. That is, it
simply recounts how the Lord worked out His plan
of redemption at that time in the lives of His people.
Many of the events Acts records are unique.
What does this mean when you read Acts and try
to apply it to your own life? It means you’re reading about what God did in the past to establish the
church. You shouldn’t necessarily expect the exact
same events to happen again. You’re not commanded
to repeat everything the apostles did when they
founded the church. For example, Jesus ascended
only once and there was only a one-time replacement
of Judas to complete the number of the twelve.
Moral applications shouldn’t be primarily drawn
from incidental descriptive details as if such details
are prescriptive, universal commands. Instead, moral
applications should be drawn from the main theological point the text teaches about God’s unfolding
plan of redemption and our place in it. Then those

Covenant? (Deut. 5:29; 6:4–6)

heart so they would obey

do what He expected of

Their hearts were not righteous

1

The Great Commission

C

E. Epaphroditus

p. 63

prohibited.

6. What did God expect

Birth of the Church

The exercises in the Student Activities book are designed to help you apply the text of your Scripture reading after you have observed and interpreted it in class.
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enant.

the Christian Life Skills Focus. Throughout
the course students will be challenged (1) to
accept biblical values, which flow from the
beliefs and principles they derive from the
Scripture text, (2) to appropriate those values
so they become a part of who the students
are, and (3) to apply those values to real life.
In summary, there are two prongs to our
approach as we teach students Bible study
skills:
Head: Equip with theological accuracy
and precision (doctrine, see Section 1.2)

Exercise 1.2

The New Covenant

31:31–34
Scripture Reading: Jeremiah
for you to underCovenant is the most important
in biblical history, the New
Of all the major covenants
questions:
working through three major
plan of redemption?
stand. You’ll learn why by
relate to God’s unfolding
• How does the New Covenant
• What is the New Covenant?
relate to my own life?
• How does the New Covenant
plan of redemption?
relate to God’s unfolding
New Covenant.
How does the New Covenantyou the context for understanding specific details of the
give
will
Answering this question
to God’s plan of redemption:
how each covenant relates
First, you need to understand
the description.
E. New
Match the covenant with
D. Davidic
C. Mosaic
B. Abrahamic
A. Noahic
in an
(who are Abraham’s seed
to enable all of God’s people
E 1. established by the Davidic Messiah
of obedience
lives
motivated
to live internally
inward sense; see Gal. 3:29)
through
land, seed, and blessing)
the promises of restoration:
B 2. God’s provision of salvation (with
faith alone
(see
that a certain Messiah/Seed
(see Gen. 17:6), predicting
D 3. reinforces God’s kingly promises
else could
perfectly fulfill what nobody
Gen. 3:15) would come to
plan
His
out
so He has time to carry
A 4. guarantees the delay of God’s wrath
nation’s
a sanctified life during the
what it looked like to live
that life
C 5. God’s detailed tutorial to show Israel
external motivation to live
(see also Gen. 17:1); provided
circumstances at that time
Old (Mosaic) Covto the New Covenant is the
to understand in contrast
The most important covenant
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Hermeneutics and Christian
Life Skills Focuses
The Student Activities for The Story of
the Old Testament reinforced careful
observation. The Student Activities for The
Life of Christ reinforced accurate interpretation.
In The Triumph of Christ, the Activities
emphasize proper application. Section 4.1
introduces students to the Hermeneutical
Skills Focus in relation to a new genre: the
Epistles.
The application focus of the inductive
Bible study method goes hand in hand with

covenant people after all. But even then God
was laying the groundwork to unite Jews and
Gentiles in one believing community. God
wants people from every ethnicity and nationality in His family. With the saving work of
Christ and the sending of the Holy Spirit, the
day for worldwide salvation finally came. This
day is known as the birth of the church.

The Triumph of Christ

G. Saul

© 2020 BJU Press. Reproduction

Exercise 1.1
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the

THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH
Since the Fall in the garden, there have been
only two groups of people in the world—
those who respond in faith to God’s gracious
salvation and those who reject the same offer.
Adam and Eve were the first people restored
to God. Later, others would follow. Before
Christ came, the majority of believers were
from the nation of Israel. Israel was God’s

• Christ
• Kingdom
• Sin, World, and Flesh
• Union with Christ
• Gift of the Spirit
• Law
• Wisdom
• Church
Each of these themes is part of the big
story of Scripture, summarized under the
headings of Creation, Fall, Redemption.
That big story provides the foundation for
beliefs and values. And those beliefs and
values should produce action: personal behavior and cultural engagement.
These are the components of a biblical
worldview. For a student to develop a biblical worldview, he or she must accept the big
story of the world, the beliefs and values that
flow out of that big story, and the action that
results from those beliefs and values.

B
p. 70

Name

24. Jesus once promised,
“Ye shall indeed drink of
the cup that I drink of; and
baptism that I am baptized
with the
withal shall ye be baptized.
” To whom was this promise
originally spoken? obj. 2.4.1
A. Paul
B. Antipas
C. James
D. Stephen
25. In what city were believers
first called Christians? obj.
NTW 2.2
A. Antioch
B. Damascus
C. Jerusalem
D. Tarsus
26. What ministry pattern
did Saul establish when he
and Barnabas stopped at
A. He went to the city gate
Salamis?
to speak to the elders.
B. He went to a wealthy
homeowner and requested
that his house be used as
C. He went to the Gentile
a ministry base.
political leaders to obtain
permission to preach in
D. He went to the synagogue
the streets.
to preach to the Jews first.
27. Who returned to Jerusalem
after arriving at Perga during
Paul’s first missionary journey?
A. John Mark
B. Peter
C. Barnabas
D. Judas

28. How did the people
respond when Paul healed
a disabled man in Lystra?
A. They glorified the Lord.
B. They thought Paul had
an evil spirit.
C. They were fearful for
their own lives.
D. They attempted to worship
Paul.
29. According to Romans
3, what kind of revelation
must sinners receive in order
A. mystical
to be saved? obj. 2.6.3
B. general
C. special
D. personal
30. Which of these statements
summarizes the decision
of the Jerusalem Council?
A. Gentiles can receive
obj. 2.7.2
the gospel as long as they
join the nation of Israel.
B. Both Jews and Gentiles
are saved by grace alone
through faith alone apart
of the law.
from the works
C. The work of the Spirit
received by believing Gentiles
is similar to (though different
the work of the Spirit received
from)
D. The Gentiles must continue by believing Jews.
to follow the guidelines of
the Mosaic law.

Unit 2 Test 1
Unit 2 Test 3

Assessments
This assessments packet includes eight tests, one for each unit.
Students will be assessed primarily over the content of the textbook
with questions that are aligned with the scaffolded objectives.

9.2 DAYS

(1444 KILOMETERS)

3.3 DAYS

(454 KILOMETERS)

ROME

CORINTH

EPHESUS

