
Expand Perspectives 
with ¡Nuevos Amigos!

Materials

Take your students on a cultural adventure 
and strengthen their foundations in Spanish 
communication! As students follow the 
stories of eight students from Spanish-
speaking countries, they will be introduced to 
authentic, natural communication between 
native speakers. Unit themes give students 
a context for the vocabulary and structures 
they learn so they can use them in realistic 
conversations among their classmates.

How We Teach It

Visual Storytelling and Dialogs

Each chapter includes two illustrated 
conversations between native Spanish 
speakers. Corresponding audio recordings of 
dialogs and activity sections help students 
learn the natural flow and sound of Spanish 
conversations.

Cultural Issues and Biblical Perspectives

As students explore the themes, they will be 
encouraged to consider the implications of 
cultural practices and beliefs and how they 
might respond from a biblical worldview.
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¿CÓMO ES MI FAMILIA? Actividad 1-9: Profesiones y edad con ser y tener
Juan and Itzel continue their conversation, sharing more about their families. 
Read each sentence and choose the correct form.

 1. Itzel: Mi abuela ___ ochenta años. (tiene/es)

 2. Juan: Mi padre ___ farmacéutico. (tiene/es)

 3. Itzel y Juan ___ dieciséis años. (son/tienen)

 4. Itzel: Mi hermana ___ estudiante en la primaria. (es/tiene)

 5. Juan: Mi tío ___ ingeniero espacial y trabaja en la NASA. (tiene/es)

 6. Itzel: Mis padres ___ treinta y nueve años. (son/tienen)

La personalidad
Read the example sentences at the top of page 14. Notice how Itzel and Juan 
describe their family members. They mention not only how old they are but also 
what their personalites are like. The following table has a number of words (pairs 
of opposites) that can be used to describe someone’s personality. 

La familia nueva

Nota de léxico
Sometimes Spanish has an adjective 
that is similar to one in English, but 
when used with the verb ser, it indi-
cates an inherent trait rather than a 
temporary state.

 1. Juan es miedoso. 
(Juan is fearful [typically afraid  
of everything].)

 2. Juan tiene miedo. 
(Juan is afraid [at this moment, not 
always].)

 3. Juan es friolento [always cold].

 4. Juan tiene frío [cold right now].

Itzel: Ya son muy ancianitos . . .

Juan:  Mi abuelito tiene sesenta y cuatro años y mi abuelita tiene 
sesenta y dos. Mi abuelita tiene el pelo gris y es muy tímida.

Itzel: Mis padres son muy dulces y muy trabajadores . . .

Los verbos ser y tener 
Look at the example sentences from the dialog. Why does Juan use tener instead 
of ser? 

Spanish and English construct descriptions similarly (subject + verb + adjective).

 Soy valiente. = I am brave. 

In both Spanish and English, valiente and brave are adjectives. The verbs ser and 
to be are used respectively. However, Spanish does not always use an adjective that 
matches the English; it may use a noun instead. If you use a noun to describe a 
person, you must use the verb tener rather than ser.

 Tengo miedo. = I am afraid. 

Since miedo is a noun, Spanish uses tener. However, English uses to be because 
afraid is an adjective. Study the chart in the margin to distinguish between de-
scriptions that are used with ser and ones that are used with tener.

Actividad 1-8: ¿Ser o tener? 
Itzel and Juan continue conversing with each other. Choose the correct verb they 
should use for each situation: tener or ser. Refer to the chart as needed.

 1. Itzel:  Siempre ___ mucho sueño porque no duermo bien en las noches.  
(tengo/soy)

 2. Juan: Mi papá nunca ___ miedo. (tiene/es)

 3. Itzel: Ustedes ___ bastante valientes. (tienen/son)

 4. Juan: Comemos a todas horas porque siempre ___ hambre. (tenemos/somos)

 5. Juan: Mi tío ___ muy alto porque mide seis pies y cinco pulgadas. (tiene/es)

 6. Itzel: Los niños ___ frío porque no hay calefacción en la escuela. (tienen/son)

MÁS INFORMACIÓN

Personalidad

simpático / antipático valiente / miedoso
amable, dulce / grosero, desagradable orgulloso / humilde
bueno / malo responsable / irresponsable
fuerte / débil gracioso, chistoso / aburrido, serio
trabajador / vago, perezoso sabio / necio
inteligente, listo / ignorante, insensato calmado / nervioso
generoso / tacaño obediente / rebelde

Actividad 1-10: ¿Cómo es mi familia?
Read the statements below about some of Itzel’s and Juan’s family members. 
Choose the personality trait that best fits the description. 

Modelo 
Juan estudia todos los días. Es ___. (simpático / humilde / responsable)

 1. La mamá de Itzel cuenta muchos chistes. Es ___.  
(sabia / trabajadora / chistosa)

 2. El abuelo de Juan no compra nada. Es ___. (tacaño / nervioso / grosero)

 3. La hermana de Itzel no obedece a sus padres. Es ___.  
(valiente / rebelde / débil)

 4. El tío de Juan es ingeniero espacial. Es ___. (fuerte / vago / inteligente)

 5. El padre de Itzel no tiene miedo de nada. Es ___.  
(orgulloso / generoso / valiente)

 6. El abuelo de Itzel no habla mucho. Es ___. (serio / débil / listo)

 7. La hermana de Itzel habla tres idiomas. Es ___. (dulce / aburrida / lista)

 8. La tía de Itzel no habla mal de nadie. Es ___. (graciosa / amable / necia)

Ser and tener are used to describe 
people.

ser tener

soy tengo
eres tienes
es tiene
somos tenemos
sois tenéis
son tienen

español inglés

ser alto /  
bajo / gordo / 
flaco

to be tall / 
short / fat / 
skinny

ser valiente to be brave
tener miedo to be afraid
tener hambre to be hungry
tener frío / 

calor
to be cold /  

hot

Other uses of ser and tener in Spanish and English
Occupations: You may use ser to identify a  
person’s job or occupation.
 Itzel y Juan son estudiantes.  
 El padre de Itzel es contador público, y la madre  
 de Juan es profesora.
(Notice that Spanish does not use the article [a or 
an] before the occupation as English does.  
Examples: Andrés es médico. Andrew is a doctor.) 

Age: In Spanish, age is always expressed using 
the verb tener, whereas English always uses the 
verb to be.
 Pedro tiene treinta años. 
 Peter is thirty years old.

Language Learning Tip: It’s easier to 
increase your vocabulary by learning 
opposite pairs. 

Nota de léxico: Falso cognado
Grosero means ”rude”, not ”gross” 
and ”disgusting.” Not all words that 
appear to be cognates have the 
same meaning in both languages. 
We call such look-alike words "false 
cognates."

Communicative Practice 
Opportunities

Audio resources and conversational 
activities encourage language acquisition 
as students begin using new vocabulary 
and structures in realistic conversations 
with teachers, classmates, and native 
speakers.

Introduction to Meaning Negotiation

As students acquire language skills, 
activities encourage students to 
determine meaning of new words from 
visual and contextual clues rather than 
from a given definition.

Student Edition

The student edition uses eight recurring characters 
from Spanish-speaking countries to introduce students 
to conversational themes, cultural perspectives, 
historical events, vocabulary, and grammatical 
structures.

Activities

The activities book offers additional practice with oral 
and written exercises.

Activities answer key, assessments, and assessments 
answer key are also available.

Designed to reach 

intermediate level

Uses research-based 

teaching strategies from 

the ACTFL

Audio resources available 

on AfterSchoolHelp.com 

and Teacher Tools Online

Includes performance-

based assessments

Teacher Edition

The teacher edition includes teaching 
notes and guides with pedagogical
information, cultural information, lexical 
explanations, biblical worldview connections, 
and web-based research.


