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Reading 5 (3rd Edition)
Equip students to be good communicators with this new
comprehension-based reading program. Each component is
designed to support teachers as they guide their students to
lifelong reading success. Students will have opportunities to
interact with literature and informational texts from a variety of
authors and genres. They will focus on practicing reading strategies that improve comprehension. This course also includes
three novel studies for leveled differentiation.
Instructional materials include a teacher edition, student edition, student activities manual, student activities manual answer
key, assessments, and assessments answer key.
After Reading
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BEFORE READING
As people turned away from God to
worship other gods, they developed
different stories of creation.

Big
Idea

Ojibwa myth retold by Jennifer Olachea
illustrated by Cory Godbey

In some cultures, myths and stories are passed down
through generations by oral tradition. Many of these oral
traditions are creation myths. They tell about beginnings,
such as how the world was made or why there are seasons.
Once, people knew the true Creation story of how God created
everything. But as generations passed and people turned from
God, they changed the story. Sometimes they forgot or altered
details. Sometimes they changed parts
of the story to leave out the true God.
Now some creation myths have little in
common with the truth.
The Bible tells us the true
account of Creation. It also tells
us in Romans 1 that people who
turn from God become foolish
and change God’s truth into a
lie. They want to worship the
creature rather than the Creator.
But only in believing the truth
will people understand their
purpose in God’s creation.

Genre

In times long past, the rain began and did not stop. Higher
and higher rose the water, until Nanabozho had to run up the
tallest hill. He found the tallest pine tree and began to climb. Yet
the water rose. Nanabozho reached the top of the pine tree, and
still the water came.
“My brother, can you stretch?” he asked the pine tree. And
so the tree grew taller. “Again, taller!” Nanabozho cried as the
water kept rising. The pine tree stretched as tall as it could, and
could go no further. When the water finally stopped, it reached
to Nanabozho’s chin.

3. What does Romans 12:20 say about how we are to treat our enemies? If they are hungry or

thirsty, we should give them food or drink.
Vocabulary

Myth

A myth is a fictional story often used to explain events
in nature. The actions of gods or goddesses in a myth
affect people’s lives. Many cultures of the world have
created their own myths.
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examined
exertion
4. How can we apply the
principle of Romans 12:20 to cyberbullies? by not responding to them in
anger; by treating them kindly; by not responding to them at all online

5. Romans 12:21 says thatGenesis
we should 1:9–10
not be overcome with evil

Learning Biblical Discernment
Teachers will guide students through analyzing and evaluating
literature from a biblical perspective, requiring them to apply
critical-thinking skills to specific literary questions.
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of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

7. Based on these biblical principles, explain what God thinks about bullying. Possible answers:
It is sin because it goes against God’s commands to live peacefully with people, to help those who are weak or
sad, and to overcome evil with good.

BEFORE READING
The hardships immigrants endured
demonstrate the importance of freedom.

K-W-L charts help to organize facts we know before and after
reading an article or book. This selection from a book presents
information about immigrants arriving at Ellis Island to begin a
new life in America.

K

W

L

What I already
know about
Ellis Island

What I want
to know about
Ellis Island

What I
learned about
Ellis Island

God gives principles in the Bible for dealing with “enemies,” or bullies.
Notice that these principles include children letting parents help
protect them and everyone helping protect one another. No one
should have to deal with bullying all alone.
Discuss ways you can deal with cyberbullying, whether you are bullied
or you see someone else being bullied. Write out several statements
that explain your plan. An example statement is given for you.

I will never post hurtful things online or make hurtful
comments online.
I will

Reading Strategies

I will

Before reading, during reading, and after reading sections employ
strategies that students have previously learned, including using
self-monitoring questions, finding causes and effects, and using
106
graphic organizers like Venn diagrams and K-W-L charts. Terms
related to the craft of writing are also introduced.
Genre

Informational Text

Informational text is nonfiction and provides facts
about a subject. An informational book may be
divided into chapters with a main idea in each chapter.
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I will
Introduction
to Digital Literacy
I will

A section on digital literacy introduces students to using technology safely and appropriately. This section addresses online
Lesson 153
Digital Literacy • Reading 5
safety,276
digital
friendships,
cyberbullying,
information reliability,
Cyberbullying;
evaluating with
the Bible
and search engine use.
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Student Edition

God was angry that Balaam was going. He knew Balaam’s
heart. He knew that Balaam was more interested in the money
these men had promised to pay him than in obeying God’s
commands. The angel of the Lord stood in the road in Balaam’s
way with a drawn sword.
Balaam and his two servants could not see the angel, but
Balaam’s donkey could. When the donkey saw the angel with
the sword, she turned off the road and went into a field.
Balaam beat the donkey until she returned to the road
again.
But the angel of the Lord met them again
in a narrow path between two vineyards.
Walls stood on each side of the path.
Unwilling to go forward, the donkey
pressed up against one of the
walls, crushing Balaam’s foot.
Once again, Balaam beat the
donkey.

Literature gives students an opportunity to consider new perspectives and
topics. This student edition provides grade-level appropriate selections in a
variety of genres from a variety of authors. Comprehension strategies and
literary skills tailored to each selection are emphasized before, during, and after
reading. Throughout the program, students are encouraged to approach each
selection with biblical discernment.

Why
was God
angry
with
Balaam?

The Elephant

Hilaire Belloc

When people call this beast
to mind,
They marvel more and more
At such a little tail behind,
So large a trunk before.

The Vulture
Hilaire Belloc
The Vulture eats between
his meals,
And that’s the reason why
He very, very rarely feels
As well as you and I.
His eye is dull, his head
is bald,
His neck is growing thinner.
Oh! what a lesson for us
all
To only eat at dinner.

The Scorpion

Hilaire Belloc

The Scorpion is as black
as soot,
He dearly loves to bite;
He is a most unpleasant
brute
To find in bed at night.
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illustrated by Courtney

Wise
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Teacher Edition and Novel Studies
This three-part teacher edition provides 180 lessons with guidance for teaching each
selection in the student edition. Lesson guides will encourage teachers to use teachermodeling for activities, including the graphic organizers and book reports. Teachers
will also have opportunities to develop students’ silent and oral reading skills and assess comprehension through literal and higher-order questions. Look Again sections
will provide opportunities for biblical worldview shaping and collaborative learning.
The third volume includes twenty lessons each for the three novels differentiated as
low, medium, and high—Misty of Chincoteague, Brady, and The Horse and His Boy.
Isaiah 40

Codes and Ciphers

Find phrases in Isaiah 40 that show God’s power and wisdom or God’s
loving care. List four of them in each column. An example is done for each
of them.

Student Activities Manual

God

His arm shall rule.

is te

nder

1. A code

and

1.

5.

2.

6.

3.

7.

4.

8.

is a system where every

word or phrase in a message is replaced
by another
word, phrase, or series of symbols.

lovi
ng.

2. A cipher

He shall feed his flock.

is a system where every

letter of a message is replaced by another

letter or symbol.

Label each statement P for pigpen
cipher, R for Rosicrucian cipher,
or G for Greek skytale.
G
P
P
R
G
R

Isaiah asks many rhetorical questions in this passage. Most of them are
meant to make us think about the greatness of God.

List three of the questions about God.

9.
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The activities manual provides extra practice and fun activities that review the vocabulary and skills covered in the
lessons. Composition and formative assessment opportunities are also available in the activities manual.

fu
wer
is po

ise.

dw

l an

God

Complete the definitions.

3. created by a general in ancient Sparta
4. used by a secret society
5. used by a suspected spy during the
American Civil War
6. uses a single grid with nine parts

7. must be solved with a pencil or rod
8. uses a system where every letter relies

9. uses a system that relies on lines,
dots,

on the position of a dot
or a combination of both

Follow the directions.

10. Use the pigpen cipher to write your

first name in the space below.

Answers will vary.

11. Use the Rosicrucian cipher to write
the following message from Philippians
3:2: “Beware
of evil workers.”

10.

11.

Reading 5 • Isaiah 40

Reading Assessments
This course includes 12 reading
assessments for standardized test
preparation.

Lesson 104, pages 442–44
Assessment
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Reading 5 • Top Secret

Lesson 94, pages 390–94
Following directions; vocabulary
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