
How We Teach It

Before Reading After Reading
Colorful & Engaging 

Illustrations
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Before Reading

Vocabulary  WordsVocabulary  Words

blessing
forgive
more
thank

2
giggled
house
sulked

1

Character Development
Characters in a story can develop. That 
means they change as they learn and grow. A 
character could act one way at the beginning 
of a story then act differently by the end of the 
story.

Does Calvin act differently at the end of this 
story than he did at the beginning?

Big Question:Big Question: Who does God want me to help???
After Reading
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Meet the Author and Illustrator
Syd Hoff was born in 1912. As a boy, he loved 
drawing and would copy comic strips from 
the newspaper. He sold his first cartoon to a 
newspaper when he was eighteen years old. 
His most famous children’s book, Danny and 

the Dinosaur, is about his older brother, Danny, 
and a make-believe dinosaur. He wrote and 
illustrated more than sixty I Can Read books, 
like Barkley and Sammy the Seal. 

Who shows love to Barkley? 
How do they show love? 

Think  

& Discuss

1. Why does Barkley leave the circus?

2. Who takes Barkley back to the circus?

3. What is Barkley’s new job at the circus?
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My dog isn't f lashy.
She won't win a prize.
Her left ear flops over.
Hair hangs in her eyes.

My dog isn't big,
But she's fierce as a bear.
She snuggles up close
When I need loving care.

poetry by Eileen Berry
illustrated by Marta Orse

My Dog

Start your students on a lifelong journey of reading. Reading 1 
serves to nurture student decoding and comprehension skills so 
they can read a variety of genres with fluency, enjoyment, and 
discernment. Starting with foundational phonemic awareness 
and phonics skills, students build fluency and comprehension, 
recognize words using visual and textual cues, and broaden 
their vocabulary. They will also learn to apply a variety of reading 
strategies and literary skills to appropriate grade-level stories and 
poems and communicate effectively through oral reading and 
responsive writing. Students will learn to evaluate texts through 
the biblical themes of loving God and others, helpfulness, courage, 
perseverance, joy, and creativity.

Starting with Play
Students will enjoy exciting games and songs that 
grab their attention and prepare them for new reading 
concepts. Occasional exciting videos on Teacher Tools 
Online help students to review what they know and 
prepare to learn new material. 

Reading to Understand
Students are encouraged to read a text silently, guided 
by insightful comprehension questions, before being 
asked to read aloud. The student edition is also designed 
to enhance student learning. Each page is thoughtfully 
designed to communicate the context and mood 
of each selection. 

Asking Smart Questions
Teachers will lead students through 
multiple critical-thinking activities. 
Students will evaluate the choices 
of literary characters from a biblical 
worldview and consider how numerous 
biblical themes are shown in the stories 
that they read.  

Reviewing and Reflecting
Review questions and critical-thinking questions 
help students consider the messages of the stories 
they read and the values portrayed in the literature. 
Activities pages also help students reflect on and 
evaluate what they read.  

Student Edition
The student edition is uniquely crafted for an 
engaging educational experience with age-
appropriate reading selections and delightful artwork. 
Every selection also features a “Before Reading” page 
highlighting a different literary skill, reading strategy, 
or valuable background knowledge for context. 
Additional questions are included for discussion, and 
numerous selections include background information 
on the work’s author.  

Teacher Edition 
The teacher edition empowers the instructor to 
deliver the course content to students with a variety 
of interests and learning styles. Lesson content and 
critical-thinking questions are included in a clearly 
organized layout. The teacher edition provides 
suggestions for differentiated instructional strategies 
to be used in reading groups with students of varying 
ability levels.

Activities
The student activities features numerous review 
activities to reinforce and measure student 
comprehension. Each lesson features both teacher-led 
activities and independent exercises for students to 
complete on their own. Activities pages also enable 
students to practice literary skills and respond to 
literature through writing or drawing.

Assessments 
Four assessments are included in the back of the 
teacher edition to be used with the last four units 
to measure student ability and growth throughout 
the year. Additional rubrics are included for a broad 
assessment of student progress.

Answers to the student activities and assessments are 
available.

Reading 1 is included in the first-grade language arts 
program along with Spelling 1 and Phonics & English 1.

Materials

Cultivating a Love for Reading




