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Bible 8: The Life of Christ
A program
progr
with a focus on a theological approach to studying the Bible. Students will continue to follow the unified story
Bible, with special focus on the Gospels and the life of
of the B
Christ. The
T Gospels present the life of Christ as the fulfillment of
plan as promised in the Old Testament. With
God’s redemptive
re
age and developmentally appropriate content, this course will
prepare students to live with Christlikeness in our world today,
teaching them crucial Bible study skills for interpretation and
teachin
application.
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Beginning where Story of the Old Testament
ends, The Life of Christ takes the next step in
constructing a biblical worldview. Through
this course students are developing their
worldview foundations throughout high
school.

Starting with worldview
foundations

1.4 CONNECTING THE NEW TESTAMENT
TO THE OLD TESTAMENT
Why are there two Testaments? What is the
purpose of each, and how are they connected?

Two Testaments: One Bible
The Old Testament lays the foundation for
the New Testament. The New Testament, in
turn, fulfills the matters that are built on that
foundation. At the lowest level of the foundation
are the covenants that God made with Israel. As
you read in the previous lesson, these include
the Noahic, Abrahamic, Davidic, and Mosaic
Covenants. Each covenant has a certain purpose
within God’s plan for redeeming the creation,
and with each covenant, God made certain
promises to individual representatives of the
nation of Israel.
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CHRIST’S WORLD
The Romans

Treating Bible class
seriously

The Gospels record events that
took place in the first century AD,
when Rome ruled a vast empire
that included Palestine. In 31 BC,
Octavian, Julius Caesar’s adopted
son, defeated Mark Antony and
Cleopatra to become Rome’s
first emperor. He took the name
Augustus (“the exalted one”)
and brought Rome to its peak
through his organizational skills.
It was Caesar Augustus who
appointed Herod the Great
as governor over Palestine
and who began conducting a
census every fourteen years for
the purpose of taxation. One
of these brought Joseph and
Mary to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1).
In AD 14, Caesar Augustus died,
leaving the empire to Tiberius,
who reigned during Christ’s
earthly ministry and at the time
of His death.
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The Romans were
practical in that they
often allowed conquered
peoples to rule themselves.
They had two simple rules. First,
they expected absolute loyalty.
Second, they expected all
conquered nations to pay taxes
to Rome. As long as a subject
nation followed these rules, life
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This course handles the Bible as a subject with all
the seriousness that the Bible deserves. The contents
covered are academically rigorous yet remain on an
age and developmentally appropriate level. Students
are challenged to make personal application to their
own walk with Christ.

44 Unit 2

212 Unit 7

Through inductive
Bible study

This course uses inductive Bible study methods to teach students how to study the Bible.
Students will naturally progress through
levels of observation, interpretation, and application. Students will learn to avoid allegorical and moralistic approaches to Bible study.
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relationship with them by giving them
specific promises.)
Abraham, Israel (Moses), and David

choose to glorify idols in the creation rather
than their Creator (Rom. 1:18–25).
Redemption
God is jealous for His name to be glorified.
So He will not hold people guiltless for their
idolatry. He must judge them in His wrath.
Yet God doesn’t leave guilty people hopeless.
He provides a way to restore people to what
they were originally designed for: enjoying
the opportunity to glorify Him by sharing in
the overflow of His love.
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Connecting the Individual
Stories to the Big Story o

God is working to
redeem creation.
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REDE
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The New Testament
The very first words of the New Testament
actually answer both questions: “The book of
the generation of Jesus Christ” (Matt. 1:1). Jesus
Christ is God’s answer! (Christt means “Messiah.”)
The very first words of Jesus’ preaching were
“Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matt. 4:17). Jesus is the resolution! Where all
Israel’s leaders and all humanity had failed, Jesus
would succeed—but only after a shocking twist
in the story. First, He had to suffer and die. But
this death accomplished victory (Gen. 3:15;
1 Cor. 15:55–57). Jesus was a one-time sacrifice
that could pay for all sins—unlike the lambs that
the Jews had to sacrifice year after year. Jesus,
from the line of David, was the great King that
Israel needed, the King God promised to David.
Jesus, God in flesh, lived the perfect life no
one ever could before. He died for the sins of
God’s sinful people Israel—and not just for
theirr sins but for the sins of everybody in the
whole world.
After Jesus was resurrected from the dead,
He sent His Spirit to instruct and comfort His
followers as they set up a new gathering of God’s
people, the church (John 16:1–15; Acts 2). This
was the way Jesus chose to extend His rule over
Jews and Gentiles alike: through local groups

What is the goal of the big story of the
Bible?
to reveal God’s glory—who He is—through all
that He says (words) and does (works)
What is the goal of every individual historical account in Scripture?
Every individual story points to God glorifying Himself through His words and works in
the lives of people that He judges for persisting
in rebellion against His lordship or that He
redeems when they repent and submit to His
lordship.
Every individual story moves the plot of
the Creation, Fall, Redemption narrative
forward. More specifically, every individual
story contributes something to God’s plan
of redemption, which is needed because of
the fallenness of the people who must be
restored to their created purpose and design.
Yes, the responses of the people in these historical accounts are examples for our moral
instruction (1 Cor. 10:6), but those examples
need to be understood in the context of the
larger redemptive story. Since the stories in
Scripture are not merely moralistic lessons
(like Aesop’s fables), the people’s responses
evidence belief or unbelief in the Lord’s
words and works.
How do you fit into this storyline?

Because of Israel’s failures, what are you
still waiting for by the end of the Old Testament?
for the promised Davidic King to set up His
kingdom and rule as the one Sovereign over all
How does Jesus fit into God’s unfolding plan
of redemption?
Jesus came as the promised Davidic Messiah,
who would set up His kingdom rule.

A simple definition of “the kingdom” is
“God’s rule or dominion on earth in the
person of His appointed man—Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.” Luke 4:21 tells how Jesus read
from Isaiah 61 and said that it was fulfilled that
very day. But it was fulfilled in more than His
predicted coming; it was also fulfilled in His
coming as the promised Messianic King. At
present, Christ’s reign is focused on bringing
citizens into His kingdom through salvation.
The realm (the kingdom) hasn’t ceased to exist
because the ruler has gone away for a while
(Matt. 21:33–46). At His return, Christ will fully
establish His kingdom on earth, and He will
have the redeemed reign with Him (Rev. 20:4;
22:5). The first phase of this kingdom will last
a thousand years, and the second phase will
continue into eternity and will be free from all
opposition.

Even though it’s a central theme in the Bible,
the kingdom of God is often a confusing concept to many Christians. But it shouldn’t be.
God has chosen to fulfill His purposes through
His kingdom. And because of that fact, it’s
important for us to understand what is meant
by the phrase “the kingdom of God.”
This theme begins in Genesis 1:26–28 when
God blessed humans with rule over the earth. If
Adam and Eve had ruled in submission to God,
they would have experienced God’s kingdom
on earth. Instead, they rebelled against God
and tried to rule apart from Him. God never
lost His sovereignty over the entire world. He
has always remained King and in control of
all things. But the kingdom of God that Jesus
refers to in the Gospels is God’s rule on earth
through humans. Even the best of Israel’s kings,
men such as David, Josiah, and Hezekiah, did
not always rule in submission to God. But Jesus
came as the perfect man, who always did
His Father’s will.

Mark opens his Gospel with the words,
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). Through each
of the four Gospels, we see the beginning
of the words and works of Jesus. His works
create the gospel, and through His words
He preaches the gospel. But the gospel
is not merely His words and works; it is
Jesus Himself. He is the good news of
redemption that God is providing for
all creation.
The Gospels give us four glimpses of the
life of Christ. Matthew shows us how Christ
fulfills the Old Testament. Mark shows us
the authority and suffering of Christ. Luke
points us back to Adam and shows Christ’s
relation to all human life. John reveals the
glory of Christ, takes us back into eternity
past, and shows us that Christ has always
existed as the Word—as God. Within the
big story of Scripture, the life of Christ, and
more specifically Christ Himself, is what the
Old Testament has been pointing to. His
life is the fulfillment of many prophecies,
and His death, burial, and resurrection
are too.
The New Testament tells us about His
extraordinary birth. He was born as an
Israelite into the tribe of Judah, and more
importantly, He was a descendant of King
David. He was the promised Seed of David
who would redeem His people. When Jesus
began His ministry, He announced His
main message, “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye,
and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15).
As one perceptive writer put it, “The
turning point of world history has come,
and He is it.”

Man fell into sin.

Teacher Tip: Draw a huge arc for display to represent the big story. Then
draw a series of smaller arcs underneath
that bigger arc to represent a bunch of
smaller stories. Explain the logic of an
overarching category and subsets within
that larger category. Everything that is
a subset must contribute to the larger
purpose of the overall category for it to
belong in that grouping within the bigger
category. Thus, students should conclude
that every individual story must contribute to the ultimate goal of God’s big
story.

The Kingdom of God

The Life of Christ
in the Big Story

God created all
g ggood.
things
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Teacher Tip: Connecting redemption
to Christ (the promised Old Testament
Messiah) and His kingdom is vitally important. The theme of the kingdom is
the theme of the Gospels. When students think of redemption, they should
think of God’s kingdom (a restoration of
His rule over all the earth just as it was
at the beginning of creation). And when
students think of God’s kingdom, they
should think of redemption. These ideas
must become interchangeable to them.

GOD

What future promise of redemption are we
still waiting for?
Redemption is the restoration of all of God’s
fallen creation. Redemption is no less than
an individual’s salvation from sin. But it is
much more than that. Individuals are joined
together into groups of God’s people who will
one day reign as sub-rulers with Christ. As
sub-rulers they will take dominion over all the
earth for all eternity in the new heavens and
the new earth, which no longer groans under
the effects of the Fall.

of believers who come together to fellowship,
pray, eat the Lord’s Supper, and learn scriptural
doctrine (Acts 2:42).
The New Testament explains and applies
Christ’s work to God’s people. It reveals the
Creation-Fall-Redemption story you’ve just
been reading about.
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Unit 1

A Prayer for God’s King q
Teacher Tip: Allow several minutes for
students to write their individual stories.
What are the major events and turning
points in their lives that define who they
are? How do their lives fit in with God’s
bigger story of the world?

Life in Christ op
Understanding of the big story
of Scripture doesn’t come simply by knowing
the plotline of Creation, Fall, Redemption.
The key that unlocks everything is the central character of redemption: Jesus Christ.
And that’s what this year’s course, The Life
of Christ, is all about.
we understand Jesus Christ?
should
But how
Many treatments of Jesus’ life begin and end
with His appearance in the Gospels. Many

Use Prayer Journal 1.3 to reflect on
God’s redemptive promises, which will be
fulfilled through His Messiah when He
comes to set up His kingdom on earth.

Of the three parts of the big story of
Scripture (CFR), which do you think
is the main focus?
If the remainder of Scripture traces the unfolding story of redemption, then the role of
redemption must be the focus of the big story
in the biblical worldview.

Teacher Tip: Assign Exercise 1.3 as an
in-class group activity. By dividing up
the work among students, reading the
verses and completing the chart will be
less daunting. Afterward, ask students to
share their answers with the class.

treatments of Jesus’ life focus solely on the
wisdom of His moral instruction and the
model of His moral example. We must learn
from Jesus’ wisdom and imitate His example. But Jesus’ life is so much more than that.
And we miss the whole point of His wise
words and exemplary life if we don’t place
those things within the larger context of the
bigger story of Creation, Fall, Redemption
(CFR).
That’s why this unit began with the Old Testament context and the larger redemptive
story. In order to understand your need for
Christ, you must understand your condition
“in Adam” (1 Cor. 15:22; Rom. 5:12, 14).
Only then will you be thankful for your benefits in Christ and their effects on your life.

Redemption in the
Biblical Worldview q

The teacher edition provides teachers with multiple teaching strategies to
engage students. It is packed with rich content clearly aligned with scaffolded objectives, focusing on interpretation while also indicating appropriate applications.

Looking back at the first paragraph in the
Student Edition section on redemption
(page 13), provide a simple explanation
of the purpose for redemption. (Hint:
Think of the need for redemption.)
God is going to fix what was broken.

How many chapters does it take for the
Bible to summarize the events of the Creation and the Fall?
The events of the Creation and the Fall have
been summarized by the time you finish reading the first three chapters of Genesis. (Note
f
that the implications of Creation and the effects of the Fall continue throughout the rest
of Scripture.)

Who are the major people or people groups
God worked through in the Old Testament
in order to begin working out His plan of
redemption? (Hint: God established a special
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The Life of Christ
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Teacher Edition

7.5 THE OLIVET DISCOURSE (3$57)

Student Edition
In the student edition, students will explore the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies and promises as demonstrated in the life of Christ. They will continue to
build their biblical worldview and their understanding of the big story of scripture.
The student edition functions as a brief commentary on an age-appropriate level
in order to help students use their skills of observation and interpretation in the
student activities.

After Jesus denounced the Pharisees and
their generation, He left the temple. The disciples
pointed out the temple complex with its beautiful stones and buildings (Matt. 24:1; Luke 21:5).
The disciples may have been disturbed at Jesus’
talk of a “desolate house” (Matt. 23:38). They
may have wanted to hear some reassuring praise
of the Jewish center of religion. But instead of
praising the temple, Jesus predicted its complete
destruction (Matt. 24:2).
No doubt in shock, the disciples asked some
questions that would very naturally come to
mind. They asked when the temple would be
destroyed and its stones thrown down, what the
sign of Jesus’ coming would be, and what the
sign of the end of the age would be (Matt. 24:3).

The Sermon on the
Other Mount
The Olivet Discourse is called that
because Jesus was sitting on the Mount
of Olives when He spoke these words. The
Mount of Olives is a ridge that runs along
the eastern side of Jerusalem. It overlooks
the city and is directly opposite the Temple
Mount. So as Jesus gave this teaching, the
disciples would have been looking across
the valley at the city of Jerusalem and
the temple.
The Mount of Olives is also the mountain
from which Jesus ascended to heaven (Acts
1:12), and it is to the Mount of Olives that
Jesus will return to earth at His Second
Coming (Zech. 14:4). The Mount of Olives
was therefore a good place for Jesus to talk
to His disciples about both the destruction
of the temple and His own return to earth
in the future.
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The Olivet Discourse is one of the most
challenging parts of the New Testament to
understand. There are three major approaches
to Matthew 24–25. (Mark 13 and Luke 21 are
parallel passages.)
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Some people think that the Olivet Discourse
is all about (or almost all about) the destruction
of the temple in AD 70. At that time the Roman
general Titus destroyed the temple, and even
its stones were thrown down as Jesus said they
would be. But the disciples didn’t ask only about
the temple. They also asked about the signs of
His coming and of the end of the age. The disciples might not have distinguished between these
events. Luke 19:11 indicates that the disciples
were thinking that the kingdom of God would
appear immediately. In other words, they still
needed to understand that Jesus would have a
Second Coming following the first. They probably thought that if the temple was destroyed, the
coming of Jesus to establish His kingdom and the
end of the present age would happen at the same
time. We now know that was not the case. The
temple was destroyed in AD 70, but Jesus has
not yet returned to establish the kingdom of
God on earth. That’s why we still pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Nor did the destruction of

es were ugly and was always wishretty blu
ue ones like her younger
wished and wished for blue eyes,
they neever came. All her worrying
ecause G
God knew better. Her eyes
o that latter in life, as a missionary
would bee less of a distraction to
d neverr seen blue eyes. Worrying
won’t change
c
things that God has
d on.

:MI[SJ.IVYWEPIQJVSQXLI1SYRXSJ3PMZIW

and Pe
etals Versus
obes
s unem
mployed lilies that will die
hes moree beautiful than Solomon’s,
es too (66:28–30). You might not
ice as th
he ones the lilies get. Jesus
that. Butt you will get something.
don’t hav
ave to go out of the house
The Fatheer takes care of His own.
says herre is a lot like what He
irds, exccept it’s even more obviork for ttheir food. But lilies just
aybe stan
nd there. And yet even

care

grace

food

FAITH

provision

omniscience

SEEK FIRST THE
lack of

faith

e

disobedienc

KINGDOM

waste of time

stuff

cal

nonsensi

the greatest fashion designers in the
history of
the world could only attempt to match
the glory
of this simple flower—so delicate, so
perfect, so
elegantly shaped.

5. Children of the King

Unbelievers are worriers who seek after
the
physical things they need or want (6:31–32).
Children of the wealthiest Father in
the universe
simply don’t have to worry about whether
they’re
going to be fed and clothed. Even those
who
aren’t His children (that’s what Gentiles
means
here) are usually provided for too. We
just read
at the end of Matthew 5 that God sends
rain on
the just and the unjust. As Paul explained
to a
crowd of lost people in Lystra, God hasn’t
left
Himself without a witness on earth.
No, He “gave
us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons,
filling
our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts
14:17).
This is true for Christians and non-Christians.
Whatever food we get, we get from God.
But lost people don’t believe this. So
they
worry. Why should Christians who do
believe
worry like that? It doesn’t make sense.
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The Sermon on the Mount 119
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THE LIFE OF CHRIS
Exercise 2.1

Name

Responses to the
e Good

Jesus Christ’s Birth

2:1–39
Scripture Reading: Luke
of this Christmas story,
Because of the familiarity
a Scripture text, you must
skim the overall storyline
Before you can interpret
it will be easy for you to
is to read the text as a
it all. But that familiarity
observe the text. One strategy
and assume you understand
skip significant details
overarching ideas (see Obwhole in order to see the
may actually mean that you
should read Luke 2:1–39
being said or done.
servation Guideline 1). You
without thinking about what’s
break the text into more
the overall storyline.
quickly so you can grasp
This exercise will help you
you can go
storyline
guide you to pull out
overall
then
the
and
Once you grasp
manageable chunks
carefully, interpreting
points.
back and read the text more
and interpret other significant
points.
significant
some of the most

5)
surrounding the birth
place, and the circumstances
he
to the setting: the time, the
the particular details that
These verses introduce you
Luke certainly included
straightforward. However,
of Christ. The narrative is
his purpose (Luke 1:1–4).
did in order to accomplish
Christ’s coming?
setting up the account of
and lineage vital details for
1. Why are Jesus’ birthplace
(Messiah), Luke shows that

The Census (Luke 2:1–

should believe in as the Christ
is the one who his readers
(2 Sam. 7:12–16; Micah 5:2).
concerning the Messiah
with the Old Testament prophecies
in the
not always directly stated
interpretive questions are
questions, the answers to
have from Unit 1.)
knowledge, which they should
build on their broader Bible

In order to confirm that Jesus
Jesus’ birth fits perfectly

(Note: In contrast to observation
text. Instead, students must

The Birth (Luke 2:6–7)

been like. It’s not
the situation might have
to fill out the details of what
Guideline
These verses are often embellishedthe characters would have gone through (see Observation
what
of the Christmas story
necessarily wrong to imagine
then making moral applications he provides.
about what it was like and
point based on the details
7, Goal 5). But guessing
people to stray from Luke’s
based on those guesses causes
Exod. 13:2, 12–15)
firstborn son? (Luke 2:23–24;
Jesus is referred to as the
the
2. Why is it significant that
had to be provided to spare

(Note: For enrichment, you
Then students will be able

This was a picture of redemption

may have students use a

that God provided for all

Bible dictionary to look up

to understand Jesus’ inheritance

the firstborn of His people.

the entry for “firstborn” or

rights and regal rights to

“first-born.”

the Davidic throne.)

in obedience, trusting what

the angel declared to them.

with great excitement.
Gospel is to provide Theophilus
who were there and who

a testimony of the order

as

who were there.

5. How did Mary reespond
to the good news? What
does “these things” in 1:20
“these things” cau
use her to respond the way
refer back to? Why would
she did?
Mary
ry kept
kept or treasured
tre
r as
all these

shep
shepherds
e herds testified
testifi
f ed that the
Mary
r realized
realized how special it

A Series of Ceremo
onies

things and pondered them

angels said about Jesus’

in her heart. The “these things”

mission, identification, and

all was, but she was still trying

refers back to all that the

the effects He would have

to process how it all fit together

on others.

and would work out.

(Luke 2:21–24, 39)

6. Restate Luke’s oveerall
point in summarizing each
of the following ceremonies
• the circumcision (G
(Luke 2:39):
Gen. 17:11–12; Lev. 12:3)
with the naming (Luke 1:31)
• the purification (Levv. 12:2–4)
• the presentation of tthe
firstborn with a sacrifice
(Exod. 13:2, 12–15; 34:19;
Num. 18:15–16)
edience of Joseph

and Mary, fulfilled the law
exactly as God had specifically
commanded.
as qualified to be the Savior—substitu
ting His perfect life for sinners.

Describe Simeon. E
Explain each description
by noting the following:
It may be just as impo
ortant to note
Some descriptions aree adjectives what office or role he is not said to have.
that you can simply look
One description is roo
up in a normal dictionary.
oted in a major Old Testament
prophetic theme (Isa. 40:1;
One description relatees to
49:13; 51:3; 57:18; 61:2).
the role that he does have
in the rest of this scene.
ot a priest
or a king.

teous—he was morally upright.

ent (Luke 2:8–14)

Simeon was

devout—he was piously
devoted to God.
you miss what was actually
the consolation of Israel—he
t may be so familiar that
was looking forward to God’s
the angel’s announcemen
comfort when He restored
The well-known words of
Israel.
n Him—he received direct
the shepherds.
revelation from God in regard
being communicated to
to the Messiah and he prophesied.
was He identified
His mission (His role), how
8. Why does Simeon bleess
such good news—what was
success)?
God? (Hint: Note the word
3. What made Jesus’ birth
result from this birth (His
forr that begins 2:30.)
and what effects should
His
i eyes
eyes have
ey
Lord (Yahweh).
(His authoritative office),
v seen
seeen God’s
God’s
’ salvation.
That Messiah would be the

The Birth Announcem

Jesus would be the Savior.
This should bring about

He would be the Christ (the

great joy to all people and

ful people. (Note: The unrest

(And this is because God

promised Messiah).

peace is made between
praise to God’s glory when

in this world caused by humanity’s

broken, unsubmissive relationship

God and sin-

to the King.)

Student Activities

They did so in haste. They

of events in the life of Christ

heard about it from those

9. What does the word w
which
salva
salvation;
v tion; God designed
deesiig
gned this

kept His word so now he

or thatt beginning 2:31 refer

plan of salvation—He is

feels he can depart in peace.)

back to? What does it mean

now fulfilling what He had

prohibited.
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prohibited.

Jesus

God (holy) so that He
was specially set apart to

News (Luke

2:15–20)
Luke intentionallyy selected
each specific detail for his
account (as he was moved
cluding the responsees of
the shepherds, the people
along by the Spirit), inwho heard about what happened,
response—which shee must
have never forgotten and
and even Mary’s inner
may have shared with Luke
or others.
4. How did the sh
hepherds demonstrate faith?
Relate the significance of
purpose of Lukke’s Gospel?
the shepherds’ witness to
(Luke 1:1–4)
the

to prepare that?

been setting up throughout

history.

As an integral part of the course, students will use the student activities to build basic observation skills and interpretation skills as they
complete their Scripture reading assignments. The student activities
introduce students to a simple Bible study method: observe, interpret,
and apply. Students will see what the text says, learn how to determine what it means, and then apply that meaning to their lives. A
prayer journal guides them to pray scripturally and specifically.

5
6 UnitExercises
1

Temple rebuilt
(516 BC)

Alexander the Great
conquers Persian Empire
(ca. 331 BC)

Esther
(ca. 480 BC)

Maccabean Revolt
(ca. 166 BC)

Malachi prophesies
(ca. 432 BC)
600
BC

500 BC
Persian Period

OLD
TESTAMENT

400 BC

300 BC

200 BC

Grecian Period

Julius Caesar
murdered
(44 BC)
100 BC

MaccabeanHasmonean
Period

400 Years of Silence

Herodian
dynasty begins
(ca. 37 BC)
John the Baptist
(ca. AD 30)
BC AD

AD
100

Roman Period
NEW
TESTAMENT

