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Explore Cultural 
Diversity
Introduce your students to the 
cultures of the world with an 
active, visually engaging study of 
the major world regions. Students 
will explore the government, 
geography, climate, economics, 
cultures, and religions of each 
region. This course will teach students 
to appreciate other cultures, interpret 
the world using a biblical framework, and 
practice responsible citizenship.

How We Teach It

Folktales
Students will read folktales from each world region that 
will help them to consider the beliefs and practices of 
people in other cultures.

Geographical Literacy
Students will work with globes, maps, and graphs to 
learn geography skills and terminology.

Source Materials
Activities and special features will introduce students to 
reading and evaluating primary and secondary sources.

Language Features
As they study peoples and places around the world, 
students will also practice speaking other languages to 
develop an appreciation for language study.

Student Edition
The student edition introduces students to the major world 
regions by exploring the government, geography, climate, 
economics, cultures, and religions of each one. Students 
will find engaging visuals and stories that introduce them to 
different cultures, as well as missionary features that show 
how God is at work building His kingdom around the world.

Teacher Edition
The teacher edition provides questions and teaching 
strategies to help teachers guide the students in 
understanding the material and developing social studies 
skills. Teachers will find notes, activities, and discussion 
guides for helping students to meet learning objectives and 
biblical worldview shaping goals.

Activities
The student activities book provides practice pages to 
reinforce lesson objectives. Activity pages include graphic 
organizers, interactive maps, study guides, and enrichment 
pages to help students practice and apply social studies skills.

The Materials
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Religion
In Asia, religious beliefs guide many people’s lives. 

Jews build synagogues to worship God. Mosques and 
temples are built to honor many gods. People set up 
shrines in their homes. A shrine is a space where people 
place idols or other objects to worship.

People in Asia hold religious parties. 
They celebrate good over evil. They 
celebrate the change from the dry season 
to the rainy season. In Thailand, people 
gather in the streets to celebrate the new 
year. They throw buckets of water on each 
other. This pictures washing away the old 
year.

In some parts of Asia, people’s beliefs 
guide the clothes they wear. Jewish men 
wear a cap and shawl to cover their heads 
when they pray. Buddhist monks wear 
orange or brown robes to show that they 
live a simple life. Women in some Asian 
countries wear a scarf to cover their hair. 
Some women must cover their face when 
they are in public. 

Hindu temple  
 in Indonesia
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CHINESE 
FOLKTALE

Ho Kwan lived in China. He was a kind man and never 
killed any living thing. He had a jar with one thousand 
pieces of silver. White ants invaded and ate part of the 
silver. His family saw what the ants did. They traced the 
ants to a cave where millions of them were living. His 
family wanted to capture all the ants to get back some 
of the silver. But Ho said, “No. I cannot bear to see so 
many ants killed because of a little silver.”

That night Ho dreamed about soldiers in white armor. 
They asked him to come to the king’s palace. Ho Kwan 
went with the soldiers. Many officers of the town came 
to meet him. They took him to a splendid palace.

The king greeted Ho Kwan. He said, “My people caused 
you trouble. Your mercy saved us from harm. I cannot 
let your kindness go unrewarded! There is a marked 
tree near your house. Under that tree, a long time ago, 
someone buried a jar of silver. Dig out the jar and keep 
the silver as your reward. It is a pity that you are too 
old to enjoy the reward. However, your children will 
reap what you have sown.”

Ho Kwan was taken back to his own house by the 
soldiers in white armor. When he awoke, he thought 
about his dream. He realized the white soldiers were 
the white ants. He dug up the place under the tree as 
the king had said. He found the jar buried 
so long ago. His son used the silver to 
pay for his schooling and became 
a well-known Chinese teacher.

The Ants
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The Caribbean is made of islands. 
The island of Trinidad has Pitch 
Lake. It is the largest asphalt lake on 
earth. Asphalt is mixed with sand 
and gravel and used to pave roads.

North America is 
the third largest 
continent. It has 
several islands. 
Redwoods and 
sequoias grow here 
on the west coast of 
the United States. 
They are the tallest 
trees on earth.

Where People LiveWhere People Live
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Central America is an isthmus. It is a 
narrow strip of land that joins North 
and South America. Cerro Negro 
(the black hill) is in Central America. 
It is one of the most popular places 
to go volcano boarding.
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South America is a 
continent that has 
some islands. Its 
Angel Falls are the 
highest waterfalls in 
the world. 
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Why did people settle 
in regions across the 
earth?

QUICK CHECK

Asia is the largest 
continent on earth. 
It has many islands. 
Mount Everest is in this 
region. It is the highest 
mountain in the world.

Europe is the second smallest continent. It has a few 
islands. It has the largest ice cave on earth. The cave 
is found in a mountain in Austria. The cave’s name is 
Eisriesenwelt, which means “world of the ice giants.”

Africa is the second 
largest continent. It 
has some islands. The 
Nile is here. It is the 
longest river on earth.
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Oceania is made of islands 
and the continent of 
Australia. Australia is the 
world’s smallest continent. 
It is the only place on earth 
where koalas live in nature.

8

5

7

6

8


