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Focus on Fives (4th Edition)
Here’s an engaging, activity-based program that helps students
develop the skills they’ll need for first grade. Students receive basic age-appropriate introductions to science, social studies, handwriting, phonics, and reading. Fun and exciting learning activities
help young students build a foundation in phonemic awareness,
reading strategies, listening, and speaking.
Parts and pieces include a teacher’s edition, a student worktext,
34 reading books, a phonics practice book, phonics charts,
visuals, phonics and review cards, and Write Now! Handwriting
activity sheets.
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Learning Phonics
BJU Press phonics teaches students to associate individual letters and
sounds. Then, it shows them how to recognize phonics patterns through
word families. This two-part approach prepares students to engage more
easily with the words they will encounter.
This program also builds familiarity with high-frequency words, or service
words, which do not follow normal phonics rules.

Biblical Worldview Themes
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Suggested Books
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A King for Brass Cobweb
by Dawn L. Watkins

Creation, Fall, Redemption
edem
ed

God is great, and God is good.
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Science

God created me and all things.

Objectives

Sing a Song
Arts and Crafts
Humpty Dumpty
Materials and Preparation
◆ Card stock or bulletin board border
◆ Markers
◆ A hard-boiled egg, an eggshell with the
insides blown out, or a plastic egg for
each student
◆ Cut a 1˝ × 6˝ strip of card stock or
bulletin board border for each student.

Activity

◆ Identify objects that are attracted to a magnet
Redemption

Sing “The King Is on His Throne” to the tune of “The

Instruct each student to decorate an egg to look like
Humpty Dumpty. Form the card stock or bulletin board
border into a circle and fasten it to make a stand for the
decorated egg.

The king is on this throne.
Let’s bow to the king,
Let’s bow to the king,
Heigh–ho, the derry–o,
Let’s bow to the king.
In each verse, the character chooses the next child.
The king takes a queen,
The queen takes a prince,
The prince takes a servant,
The servant takes a cake,
The cake stands alone,

Bible Connection
Tell the story of Saul’s becoming king (1 Samuel 10).

Motor Skills
Jumping Jack

The Bible is God’s Word,
and it is true.

Fall

I learn in order to
serve God and others.
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Introduced in Lesson 28
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Heritage Studies

Learning Center

Materials

Allow time for the students to participate in various
Learning Centers, including the Center for this week.
Learning Centers from previous weeks may be used to
provide variety.

Activity

◆ An object that students can jump over

Arrange the students in a circle. Place an object in the
middle that is just tall enough for each student to jump
over. Lead the class in chanting: “Jack (use student’s name)
be nimble. Jack be quick. Jack jump over the candlestick.”
Encourage that child to run and jump over the object and
join the circle on the other side.

Introduced in Lesson 1
F cus on Fives • Visuals

Objectives

Shaping Biblical Worldview
Worldview shaping begins early by
encouraging students to apply the four
key themes addressed throughout the
course: (1) God is great, and God is good;
(2) God created me and all things; (3) the
Bible is God’s Word, and it is true; and (4)
I learn in order to serve God and others.

Week 8 • Nursery Rhymes

Lesson 37 • Of Kings and Queens
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◆ State from the Bible why we should obey
authorities such as police officers

Helping Young Minds Develop
li

Offi

Objectives Drive Learning
Each science, heritage studies, phonics,
and reading lesson includes learning
objectives that align with all instruction
and assessments.

Students stay engaged throughout the
course through a variety of teaching
strategies for all types of learners. Each
lesson includes many opportunities for
hands-on learning, discovery learning,
intentional play, and visual learning.

Includes a total of 180 lessons in 7 units!

Language Arts
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the students to share the page
and number of the unit. Encourage
what their child will be
with their parents so that they will know

All Around the Town
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Everyone Helping

To the Parent

◆ Sing an alphabet song

◆ Use good pencil hold

learning in Unit 1.
3.
Read and guide completion of page

Phonics Charts

, cut out and fastened to craft sticks

for use as
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help?
What can the Pine Hill friends do to
can help.
Draw lines to show where each friend

are
Uppercase letters
capital
sometimes called
may
letters. Either term
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books are available
to read to your child. Several appropriate
of BJU Press, at journeyfrom JourneyForth Books, a division
Did and Kathleen
forth.com. Jo Ann Stover’s If Everybody
Allan-Meyer’s Little Bear at Big School
provide good “first dayy
of school” concepts
for discussion with
your child.
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◆ Identify the first letter in a name

◆ Trace lines from left to right

Hopscotch’s Friends
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Display the Dottie puppet.
help you with punctuation
Hi! My name is Dottie. I’m going to
also interested in watching
marks and vowel letters this year. I’m
me walk around with her as
you write. I hope your teacher will let
to enjoy the story about how
you do your handwriting. You’re going
Hopscotch taught me to drive.
Display the Bonnie puppet.
love to hear boys and girls sing.
Hi! Do you like to hear birds sing? I
phonics songs and all the
I can hardly wait to hear you sing the
you will sing for me when
other fun songs in kindergarten. I hope
you see me.
of the letters and the
In kindergarten we will learn the names
letters together and make
sounds the letters make. We will put
before we can read everything,
words to read. It will be a long time
very soon.
but we will start to read some words
◆ Guide a discussion about the
importance of learning to read
in order to read the Bible.
◆ Display the Alphabet Song
Chart. Use the Hopscotch
puppet to lead the
“Alphabet Song.”
This is Hopscotch’s favorite
song, and he wants you to
sing it with him.
pointing
◆ Sing together the “Alphabet Song,”
Chart as you sing.
to each letter on the Alphabet Song
These are the uppercase letters.
There are 26 letters in our alphabet.

Name Game

and lowercase letters
◆ Use a pointer to identify the uppercase
on the Handwriting Wall Charts.
lowercase. Today we are looking
Every letter has an uppercase and a
begin with uppercase letters.
at the uppercase letters. Names always
of a student’s name on the
◆ Use a pointer to point to the first letter
Handwriting Wall Charts.
to identify the first
pointer
the
use
to
◆ Choose several students
letter of their own names.
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Lesson 1 • Everyone Helping
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Lesson 1 • Everyone Helping

Student Worktext and Teacher’s Edition
The worktext provides age-appropriate assessments for science, social studies, phonics, reading, and handwriting. It includes weekly evaluation pages
and additional pages at the end of each unit to track students’ progress.
The teacher’s edition (six-volume set) guides the teacher in engaging the
students in age and developmentally appropriate activities through 180 lessons. It includes instructions for activities and discussions covering science,
social studies, handwriting, and phonics as well as teaching strategies and
guidance for the 34 reading books.

Week 1 • Welcome to Pine Hill
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Write n for each picture that begins with the sound you
hear at the beginning of note.
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In addition to built-in review opportunities, the course
includes 34 reading books for reading practice, a phonics
practice book, and a Write Now! Handwriting packet.

Grant’s band will be in the parade.

Grant plays a horn.
He will march and play.
Abbyy is too small to be in the band.
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I see a toad!
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Introduced in Lesson 17

Visual Learning Materials
The program includes a variety of visual learning
opportunities including phonics charts, phonics and
review cards, and a visuals packet. These offer largesized and smaller-sized formats for use in classrooms
and for individual use with students.

The sound that the letter c makes in many words
is the same sound that /k/ makes. It is almost like
a cough. The back of your tongue pushes against
the back part of the roof of your mouth. You will
need some air to make the popping sound.

uppercase
pscotch‘s

Making Sense of Sound
Many units include a sound sense
strand, written by a speech pathologist.
This strand will help young students
learn how to make sounds.

