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British Literature (3rd Edition)
A comprehensive overview of British literature that establishes a
framework of the development of literature. This course discusses five key time periods of British literature, while presenting the
material on a level the students will be able to understand. Most
importantly, this course explores the problem of the human condition as it occurs in literature and challenges students to understand that problem. They will consider various solutions to the
problem and how those solutions differ from biblical solutions.
Parts and pieces include the teacher edition, student edition,
assessments, and an assessments answer key.
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“BE YE MEN OF VALOR”
with Introduction by David Cannadine

In the early hours of 10 May, the Germans invaded Holland and Belgium, and within four days they had broken through the French defenses at Sedan. On 15 May, Holland surrendered, and Churchill flew
to Paris to confer with the French leaders. It soon became clear that
French resistance would not long continue, and that the position of the
British troops on the Continent was perilous. At a meeting of the War
Cabinet on 18 May, Chamberlain urged the Prime Minister to broadcast to the nation, to indicate “that we were in a tight fix, and that no
personal considerations must be allowed to stand in the way of the
measures necessary for victory.”
On the following day, after only three hours in which to compose it,
Churchill broadcast this speech live, his first as Prime Minister. He
held out the hope that France might continue to resist, warned his listeners that a German assault on Britain might be imminent, and made
plain his resolve “to call forth from our people the last ounce and the
last inch of effort of which they are capable.”
It seems clear that this broadcast caught the nation’s imagination. Anthony Eden told Churchill he had never “done anything as good or
as great.” The Evening Standard thought it a speech “of imperishable
resolve.” Even Lord Halifax considered it “worth a lot.” Churchill’s war
of words had begun in earnest.

VISUAL ANALYSIS
t what
In this work, The Combat,
two forces are in conflict? What
does the artist, using visual language, convey about the nature
of each and about the state of
the conflict?

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL
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(b. 1937)

The technological revolutions of the twentieth century
brought with them a profound sense of dislocation.
As mass media and rapid transit made the globe an
increasingly smaller place, languages and
cultures disappeared, leaving behind
a sense of alienation and loss. Perhaps one of the best novelists of
this modern dislocation is the
Indian writer Anita Desai.
Desai was born Anita
Mazumdar in Mussoorie,
India, the daughter of a Bengali engineer and a German
mother. Growing up in colonial India, she became fluent
in English, Hindi, and German.
A lifelong lover of books, she wrote
her first story at age nine. She earned
a degree in English literature from the University of Delhi in 1957. In 1958 she married Ashvin
Desai, with whom she had four children and whose
career would repeatedly move the family across India.

Making Literature Relevant

Despite constant displacement and the demands
of family life, Desai continued writing, always in English, publishing her first novel in 1963. In 1977 she
published Fire on the Mountain, a stylized, imagistic
novel that brought her critical attention. She
followed this achievement in 1978 with the
short-story collection Games at Twilight.
Desai’s growing literary stature led to
a professorship in the United States,
where she moved in 1987. The following year she published an homage to
her German heritage in Baumgartner’s
Bombay. Since then she has continued
to publish a steady stream of critically acclaimed novels, novellas, and short stories.
Desai’s mature fiction explores the
quiet struggles and sense of loss felt by those
caught in the swirling tides of the modern world,
often between conflicting cultural forces. These dilemmas frequently lead to personal tragedies. For Desai,
cultural dislocation produces misunderstanding and
pain, but her fiction also shows how the sufferings of
modern life can be borne with fortitude and grace.

The student edition relies on age-appropriate language and uses authors and genres that are relevant to the students to maintain interest. Students are introduced to a wide variety of voices, from male and female authors to postcolonial authors. The
selections take them beyond the vast body of English poetry into prose from essays, speeches, diary entries, novels, and other
long works.
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UNIT 2 OBJECTIVES

LITERARY ELEMENTS
 Analyze examples of the following genres:
utopian
Utopian literature, essay, argument,
argument,
scientific writing, liturgy, historical
narrative, allegory, speech, sonnet,
pastoral poetry, metaphysical poetry,
elegy, Renaissance drama, and tragedy.
 Analyze the key elements of a narrative
(conflict, character, plot, setting, mood,
atmosphere,
symbol)
tone, imagery,tone,
andimagery,
symbol) and the
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and
waysto
they
interact
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theythe
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its to
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theme(s).
 Analyze an author’s use of argumentation
 Analyze
an author’s
use of inductive
argumentation
and persuasion,
including
and
and
persuasion,
including inductive and
deductive
reasoning.
deductive reasoning.
 Analyze a work’s use of form, rhetorical
 Analyze
work’s use
form, rhetorical
devices, aimagery,
andoffigurative
language
devices,
imagery,
and figurative language
to support
its theme(s).

When the results appeared in the morning papers, Rakesh scanned
d them,
barefoot and in his pajamas, at the garden gate, then went up the steps to the
veranda1 where his father sat sipping his morning tea and bowed down to
touch his feet.2
“A first division, son?” his father asked, beaming, reaching for the papers.
“At the top of the list, Papa,” Rakesh murmured, as if awed. “First in the
country.”
Bedlam broke loose then. The family whooped and danced.
B
nced. The
Th whole
day long visitors streamed into the small yellow house at the end of the road,
to congratulate the parents of this Wunderkind,3 to slap Rakesh on the back
and fill the house and garden with the sounds and colors of a festival. The
here
re
were garlands and halwa,4 party clothes and gifts (enough fountain pens to
1. veranda: a balcony or porch on the outside of a building
2. touch his feet: In India this gesture signals respect for an elder.
3. Wunderkind: a person achieving great success early in life
4. halwa: a carrot-based sweet dessert pudding often served in Indian homes
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ANITA DESAI

Modern Standards for College Readiness
In the student edition, objectives encourage students to think
about their own learning processes and goals. The teacher
edition provides a lesson pathway for teachers that scaffolds students to analysis and evaluation and routinely provides differentiated approaches. This course prepares students for the rigors of
reading and critical thinking on a college level.

as a result of Rakesh’s
decision? Will he relent and defer to
his father’s wishes?

U
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Developing Cultural Literacy
The variety of works available helps students develop a more
complete picture of British culture and history. This picture
shows how British literature has influenced many cultures
around the world and can help students understand how it
continues to impact global culture today.

BEFORE READING

Reading Process Approach
The teacher edition and student edition both guide students through close
reading by the reading process. Students will receive all necessary information
before reading as well as a motivational question that gets them emotionally
and personally engaged with the text. During reading, they will have guiding
questions that help them notice important details. Finally, they will complete
questions that develop critical thinking skills after reading.

NALYZE: Dramatic Monologue and Speaker
In “To His Coy Mistress,” Marvell writes as a metaphysical poet, combining
rational argument, wit, and striking imagery to explore a topic. The poem is an
early form of a dramatic monologue, a poem in which a single character speaks,
either to himself or to another character, about a particular topic or incident. As
you read, consider who might be the speakerr of the poem, the character or person
who voices it. Whom is he talking to? Imagine two people having this conversation
in real life. How would you characterize the speaker?

3

3
CIVIL WAR TO ENLIGHTENMENT
Multimedia To add interest, play Restoration

music softly as you discuss this section. See
TeacherToolsOnline.com for a suggested
recording.
Engage Students Stimulate student interest
with the following question. Ask: What do
you already know about the English Civil
War? (Answers will vary.)
Work Independently Either assign the
reading as homework or read it together in
class. To give students a clear overview of the
chapter, instruct them to outline the Unit 3
introduction.
Instruct students in basic outlining skills if
needed. Explain that they should skim the introduction first, looking at headings, boldface,
and italicized words. Major headings should
use Roman numerals, subheadings should use
capital letters, and the final level should use
arabic numeral headings. Remind them that
outline levels should generally not include
one item (e.g., one A with no B). If an idea is
isolated but important, it may be included.
However it can be added with a notation
such as an asterisk, arrow, or bullet. Overall,
contents should be concise and incorporate
grammatical parallelism when possible.
Direct students to briefly examine pictures,
headings, subheadings, bolded material, and
italicized words from pages 282–93.

Civil War to Enlightenment
the
England underwent significant social, religious, and political upheavals in
one
seventeenth century; these included a protracted civil war and more than
political revolution. Unsurprisingly, then, intellectual leaders of the century
that followed favored moderation and restraint while political leaders looked
suspiciously on religious enthusiasm as disruptive of a well-ordered society.
life—
This new mood favored the rule of reason and knowledge in all areas of
an attitude known as rationalism.
This era of rationalism, spanning the late seventeenth century and most
their
of the eighteenth, is termed the Enlightenment. Educated Europeans saw
reasociety as having emerged from centuries of superstition and crudity into
advances,
industrial
and
political,
scientific,
son’s clear light. Combined with
this new attitude would produce an entirely new kind of literature.

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
CIVIL WAR AND THE INTERREGNUM

English sovereignty, Protestantism, and popular freeCivil War In England, the early seventeenth century
doms. In response, Parliament pushed for control in
was characterized by escalating conflicts between the
areas long considered royal domain. Royalists, meanStuart kings and their people (p. 126). These exploded
while, were typically conservative aristocrats and rural
into the Civil War (1642–51) with two distinct stages.
soinhabitants who valued a traditional monarchy and so
The first ended with traditional institutions generally
cial hierarchy. With Charles, they pushed back against
intact. The second overthrew the monarchy, executed
Parliament’s demands.
the king, and struggled to create a new kind of govern“Cava
lists “CavaRoyalists
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dubbed
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ment.
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felt
only to God). Both positions were fe

ment had with Charles I? He was suspected of sympathizing with Catholics, and
he insisted on the divine right of kings.
2. Why would Catholicism be a problem for
the English? They remembered religious
suppression under Mary I.
3. How did Charles I abuse what he believed to be the divine right of kings?
Believing that he answered only to God, he
became arrogant. He did not understand
his people very well in many cases and
failed to consider their opinions and point
of view.
4. What groups formed the two sides in the
Civil War? the Royalist “Cavaliers,” who
were typically conservative aristocrats and
rural folk, and Parliamentarian “Roundheads,” who were supported by Puritans,
Dissenters, and city folk
5. How did Charles I die? He was executed
(beheaded) by Parliament.
Note that the divine right of kings differs
from the biblical teaching that God ordains
kings and governments. It goes beyond the
Bible to argue that the king is accountable to
no one on earth. That was never the Christian view from the early church all the way
through the Middle Ages.
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Oliver Cromwell
ASSESS STUDENT UNDERSTANDING
1. To what religious group did Cromwell

Enlightenment and write the following as a
model:

belong? Puritan

I. Introduction
A. Rationalism: favoring the rule of reason
and knowledge in all areas of life
B. Enlightenment: society emerging from
superstition and crudity into reason’s
clear light
(Explain that you included the term enlightenment because every point A must include a
point B.)
Instruct students to label the next part of their
outline as follows:
II. Political Developments
A. Civil war and the Interregnum
1. Civil War
Work Independently Remind students to

finish reading the introduction and outlining
it. Briefly discuss their results, recognizing
that answers will vary. Suggest that they use
their outlines during class discussion to fill in
further notes. Use Teaching Help 3.1 to show
a sample outline.
ASSESS STUDENT UNDERSTANDING

Use the following questions to check for student comprehension of the materials.
284

2. What part did Cromwell play in the Civil

War? second in command in the army, a
brilliant military commander

The Interregnum
INTRODUCTION

284
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UNIT 3: CIVIL WAR TO ENLIGHTENMENT

1. What is the definition of rationalism? to

favor the rule of reason and knowledge in all
areas of life

2. How do you think a belief in rationalism

affects religious belief? Answers will vary
but may include that rationalism denies the
miracles of the Bible.
3. What is the Enlightenment? The Enlightenment was a time when it was thought that
society had emerged from centuries of superstition and crudity into the light of reason.

civilization. The developments in commerce,
governance, science (including medicine), the
arts, and many more areas were unprecedented.
These developments continue to benefit most
people living today tremendously and so should
not be ignored. However, from a Christian
worldview, it is also true that the Enlightenment
opened wide the door to much error. Elements
within it began to place a firm wedge between
matters of faith and those of reason in ways that
previous generations had not. This development
would only continue in the coming centuries.

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
»

Civil War and the Interregnum

Civil War
Review the contents of this section with students.
The English Civil War was a formative event that
forever changed England. Its particular combination and forceful application of democratic
and Puritan ideologies was unprecedented for
the time. Although monarchy would eventually
return, the English would never be quite as wedded to the system as they had been before.

SHAPE WORLDVIEW *B

FURTHER RESEARCH

There is certainly much truth to the assessment
that the Enlightenment saw Western civilization make massive strides in knowledge and in

The study of this era is ripe for further research
on topics such as the Stuart kings, the Parliamentarians, the Cavaliers, and the Civil War. In

particular, Oliver Cromwell was without doubt
the dominant figure of the era in English politics. Critical opinions on the man varied vastly
during his own time and in the centuries since.
No one can doubt his immense competency as
a ruler, but his methods could often seem to
contradict the principles he claimed to hold.
Perhaps encourage interested students to further
investigate Cromwell’s life. What is their assessment of his achievements? Perhaps note that a
study of poet Andrew Marvell’s “A Horatian Ode
upon Cromwell’s Return from Ireland” can offer
insight on the ambiguous feelings critics often
held toward Cromwell.

ASSESS STUDENT UNDERSTANDING
1. What is the Interregnum? the years be-

tween the reigns of Charles I and Charles
II

2. What are the dates for the Interregnum?

1649–60
3. Who ruled England during the Inter-

regnum? Oliver Cromwell; he headed the
executive council and then became the
Lord Protector.

4. What were the two parts of the Inter-

regnum? the Commonwealth and the
Protectorate

PART NAME

fea
hy

EAD: Ask Questions of a Text

hu

This particular text begs the reader to question it. On the surface, the poem’s
topic is a seduction. As you read, note the arguments the speaker uses to support this intention. What big ideas about human life does he assert while making
these arguments? How does he describe these ideas? Next, consider Marvell’s tone
(p. 88) toward the ideas. How seriously does Marvell seem to take the speaker’s
purpose? How might he perhaps undercut the speaker’s ideas and intentions in his
particular choice of images (p. 75) and abundant use of hyperbole (p. 240)?

VOC
hue
amo
socia
lang
beco
long

Teacher Edition

SHAPE WORLDVIEW *B

Model Display the heading Civil War to

m

 An

In the midst of his argument, the speaker addresses the reality of human
mortality. Is there validity to the points of his argument? Read the following Scripture passages: James 4:14, Isaiah 40:8, and 1 Peter 1:24. What realities does he get
right? What truths does he not consider? Be prepared to compose a response to the

UNIT 3: PART 1
ASSESS STUDENT UNDERSTANDING
1. What were the two issues that Parlia-

against the king. Though not an instigator of Charles’s
Tensions finally ignited when Charles I’s highhandedexecution, Cromwell was among those who signed the
ness precipitated a Scottish invasion (p. 126). Although
death warrant. A man of great ability, he would domithe king’s forces won some initial victories, a reform
nate the government during the Interregnum.
of Parliament’s army changed the tide. Led by generals
The Interregnum Denoting the years between Charles I’s
Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell, this New Model
and Charles II’s reign, the Interregnum encompassed
Army purged its aristocratic officers and chose leaders
by military ability and dedication. Charles’s surrender to both the Commonwealth (1649–53) and the Protectorate (1654–60). The first was a republican government
the Scots in 1646 ended this first stage of the Civil War.
set up by Parliament after Charles’s execution. Heading
In 1647 the conflict reignited with a radical turn:
its executive council, Cromwell spent most of his time
the army, disenchanted with the lack of reforms, forccrushing uprisings, often brutally, in Ireland and Scotibly removed 11 conservative members of Parliament.
land as the army’s supreme commander. Unfortunately,
The king again challenged the army but was forced to
repre110
removed
then
army
The
1648.
in
tensions between him and Parliament led to the resurrender
public’s failure (1653). Its replacement, the Instrument
sentatives, and 160 more left in protest. The remaining
“rump” parliament narrowly voted to give the House of of Government (England’s only written constitution),
named Cromwell the Lord Protector, to be advised by a
Commons supreme authority and, in 1649, to execute
the king as a traitor. Deemed regicide, this was a radical council of state and a parliament.
Cromwell’s authoritarian leadership was plagued
move that sent shock waves across Europe.
by questions of legitimacy. Without a monarch’s
Oliver Cromwelll One of the New Model Army’s
historic and divine right to rule, Cromwell
key leaders, Oliver Cromwell began as a counheld the government together by personal
Parliament
in
seat
a
won
who
try gentleman
and physical force. When another Royalin the late 1620s. A devoted Puritan, he
ist uprising occurred, he sent the military
opposed the king’s religious policies but
to resolve it. Meanwhile, the legality of
was not yet a strong political reformer.
his authority was routinely questioned
When the Civil War broke out, Cromby the parliaments he called. Balked in
well raised troops in his home territory
his well-intentioned plans to reform and
(Cambridge) and vaulted to national
strengthen England (e.g., he supported
comattention as a brilliant military com
religious toleration for many Dissentmander. By 1644 he was appointed secgovernment
nonetheless held the government
ers), he nonetheless
ond in command of the army and given the
together until his death. However, Richard,
rank of lieutenant general.
me
same
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sor could not do the same.
successor,
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The teacher edition guides teachers in using the reading process approach. Lessons include widely differentiated lesson materials, and
certain texts have been highlighted as core texts for teachers to assign.
Additionally, the teacher edition provides a starting point for teaching a
novel or longer work. Some lessons include links to multimedia avenues to
vary presentation style and to engage students.

285

PART #

Student Edition
The student edition offers a broad array of works representing each era of British
literature. Students read selections from the Middle Ages, the English Renaissance,
the Civil War and Restoration Eras, the Enlightenment, Romanticism, Victorianism,
and modern and contemporary literature. Selections model great writing for
students and prompt them to think about issues and topics relevant to their own
lives. Lessons scaffold student comprehension and close reading using the reading process approach. Art engages today’s readers while motivational questions
encourage them to connect personally with selections. The student edition also
includes test reviews.
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Reading Check:
Heroic Virtues:

Hrothgarr’s father, grandfather,
and
tatus virttue does Hrothgar
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[The Threat of a Monster]
A powerful monster, living
down
In the darkness, growled in
pain, impatient
As day after day the music
rang
Loud in that hall, the harp’s
rejoicing
90 Call and the poet’s
clear songs, sung
Of the ancient beginnings
of us all, recalling
The Almighty making the
earth,
These beautiful plains marked shaping
off
by oceans,
Then proudly setting the
sun and moon
To glow across the land
and light it;
The corners of the earth
were made lovely with
trees
And leaves, made quick
with life, with each
Of the nations who now
move on its face. And
then

