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Guiding Questions
1. How would you defend a biblical view
of the relationship between church
and state against contrary viewpoints?

II. The Bible, the Church, and
Pluralism

American Government (4th Edition)

Pluralism poses a serious challenge to John Locke’s
theory. Can a society based only on natural law succeed?
Locke faced limited religious pluralism: Catholics and
2. What is the role of ideologies and a
Protestants. Though the theological differences between
Christian worldview in the formation
those two groups are significant, the groups still agree on
of political ideas?
many moral issues. However, the melting pot of America
3. What is a biblical view of Christian
has resulted in a much broader form of religious pluralinvolvement in political issues?
ism, adding Hindus, Muslims, religious liberals, and
4. How might a Christian react to probothers into the mix. In addition, a large dose of secularism
lems created by pluralism?
began to influence society.
Secularism’s basic thesis is that religion is a private
matter that should stay out of public spaces. Most secularists say that Christianity is fine on Sunday (and Judaism is fine on Saturday), but
religion should not dictate laws. They also believe that it should be excluded from
science labs, corporate boardrooms, and public schools.
How, then, does society answer moral questions? Do women have the right to
choose an abortion? Can scientists conduct research on embryos? Should homosexual marriage be accepted? Is pornography a legitimate form of free speech?
Should divorce be allowed for any reason? Should the government tax the rich
heavily to support the poor?
The various groups in American society—religious and nonreligious—answer these questions differently because each group has different values. Some
groups, for example, value personal freedom so highly that they see limits on
abortion as immoral. But Christians traditionally view abortion as murder
because they believe that every person, from conception, bears the image of
God. Those who value personal freedom enough to allow doctors to kill
babies also tend to see homosexual marriage as a matter of individual
freedom. Many Christians, however, view homosexuality as immoral
behavior and believe that public approval of such behavior will
encourage its spread and increase moral damage. Those who try to
help liberate people from homosexual sin may be labeled bigots
by those who contend that homosexual marriage is a civil right.
American Christians live in a society with multiple definitions of morality. How should they handle this situation?

Prepare your students to be informed and empowered citizens
who have a biblical perspective of government with this American Government course. It teaches students about our nation,
its development over the last four centuries, and its system of
government. Students will have the opportunity to examine
primary sources that are foundational to understanding how
the American government should operate.
Course materials include a teacher edition, student edition, student activities, student activities answer key, assessments, and
an assessments answer key.
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Church and State
First, let us examine the relationship of the church and
the state, two institutions established by God.

Absolute Separation of Church and State

ONS
AND ELECTI

Politics in a free society involves a rich array of competing ideas, choices,
personalities, and power. Add to this mix color, comedy, cameras, hand-shaking,
speechmaking, baby-kissing, and excessive quantities of barbecue, and you
have
the American political campaign. John Quincy Adams said, “A stranger
would
think that the people of the United States have no other occupation than
electioneering.”
This chapter examines this important American spectacle primarily from
congressional, state, and local perspectives. It will review and provide additional
details about some items discussed in Chapters 7, 10 (which discusses presidential
campaigns and elections), and 16.

I. Candidate Nomination
Preliminaries
A major function of US political parties is candidate
nomination (selecting a candidate to represent the party
for public office), a key step in the election process. However, before securing the nomination, each candidate faces
such preliminary tasks as meeting requirements for holding
public office, assembling a staff, establishing a campaign
strategy, and campaigning for the party’s nomination.

Guiding Questions
1. What are the requirements for becoming a candidate?
2. What important steps should a candidate take after meeting the requirements for an office?
3. What methods are used for nominating candidates?

Office Requirements

Let each citizen remember, at the
moment he is offering his vote, that . . .
he is executing one of the most solemn
trusts in human society, for which he is
accountable to God and his country.

Some people promote absolute separation between
church and state (with church being broadly defined as
“any religious influence”). They conclude that courthouses should not display the Ten Commandments
and that public school valedictorians should not quote
Scripture in their commencement addresses. In addition, they insist that local governments should not
open their sessions with prayer.

—Samuel Adams

Each public office has specific requirements that a
person must fulfill to become a viable candidate. The US
House and Senate office requirements are established in
Article I, Sections 2 and 3, of the Constitution. Senate
candidates must be at least thirty years old and have been
US citizens for nine years. House candidates must be at
least twenty-five years of age and have been US citizens
addressing
Vermont
of
for seven years. Both senators and representatives must
Senator Bernie Sanders
campaign rallies
live in the state in which they are elected.
supporters at one of his presidential
Requirements for state-level elected positions vary.
In Idaho, for example, governor and lieutenant-governor
candidates must be at least thirty years of age, be US
BIG IDEAS
citizens, and have been residents of Idaho for two years
before the election. Pennsylvania has the same age re1. How are candidates nominated?
quirements as Idaho for governor and lieutenant-governor
2. How does the campaigning candidates, but candidates must be state residents for
process work?
seven years before the election. Vermont has no age
requirement for governor. In 2018, a fourteen-year-old
3. What happens during the election
process and on Election Day? received almost five thousand votes (approximately seven
percent of the votes cast in the Democratic primary) when
4. How are campaigns financed?
he sought the state’s highest office.
Local office requirements also vary within each state,
depending on the county. Requirements usually include
completing and submitting appropriate forms, paying
filing fees, and establishing a campaign contribution
account and headquarters. It is important for potential
Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) announced in January
candidates to understand the requirements and commit2019 that she was seeking the Democratic nomination
ments before announcing their candidacies.
for president in 2020.

I. Candidate Nomination
II. The Campaign Trail

III. Elections and Voting
IV. Campaign Finance
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CHAPTER 3 • ACTIVITY 3
Integrated Worldview Themes

Modern Scope

Students examine the American government from a biblical
Jefferson and the “Wall of Separation”
perspective
In October 1801by
the Danbury
following
Baptist Association
six integrated
wrote a letter toworldview
President Thomas themes,
Jefferson, who had become president less than a year earlier. This Connecticut group consisted
of
more
than
twenty-five
churches.
They
were
concerned
because
Congregationalism
was the
including institutions, purposes of government, Christian
established church in their state. Although the First Amendment prohibited Congress from
establishing
an
official
church,
individual
states
could
still
do
so.
As
a
religious
minority,
responsibilities and virtues, ideologies, and church they
and state.

This edition covers numerous events and issues that have
become prominent over the last few years, including the 2016
and 2018 elections. It provides a balanced overview of controversial topics regarding US history and government.

were concerned about the need for religious freedom in the relatively young nation.
Jefferson replied on New Year’s Day of 1802, assuring them that he understood their concerns and declaring “a wall of separation between Church and State” existed. This phrase has
been much misunderstood, misused, and abused over the generations.
Read the excerpts from the two letters and answer the questions.
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Letter from the Danbury Baptists to Thomas Jefferson, October 7, 1801
Sir,
Among the many millions in America and Europe who rejoice in your election to office, we
embrace the first opportunity which we have enjoyed in our collective capacity, since your inauguration, to express our great satisfaction in your appointment to the Chief Magistracy in the
United States. . . .
Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of religious liberty: that Religion is at all times and
places a matter between God and individuals, that no man ought to suffer in name, person, or
effects on account of his religious opinions, [and] that the legitimate power of civil government
extends no further than to punish the man who works ill to his neighbor. But sir, our constitution of government is not specific. . . . What religious privileges we enjoy (as a minor part of the
State) we enjoy as favors granted, and not as inalienable rights. . . .
Sir, we are sensible that the President of the United States is not the National Legislator and
also sensible that the national government cannot destroy the laws of each State, but our hopes
are strong that the sentiments of our beloved President, which have had such genial [cordial]
effect already, like the radiant beams of the sun, will shine and prevail through all these States—
and all the world—until hierarchy and tyranny be destroyed from the earth. Sir, when we reflect
on your past services, and see a glow of philanthropy and goodwill shining forth in a course of
more than thirty years, we have reason to believe that America’s God has raised you up to fill
the Chair of State out of that goodwill which he bears to the millions which you preside over.
May God strengthen you for the arduous task which providence and the voice of the people
have called you—to sustain and support you and your Administration against all the predetermined opposition of those who wish to rise to wealth and importance on the poverty and subjection of the people.
And may the Lord preserve you safe from every evil and bring you at last to his Heavenly
Kingdom through Jesus Christ our Glorious Mediator.

Two Great Leaders

Gouverneur Morris

Of the fifty-five delegates
who participated in the
credit for it, and he spoke
Constimore
tutional Convention, two
times during the Philadelphia
left
notable imprints on the
meetings than did any
final
other deldocument. The governmental
egate except Morris. He
not only
ideas of James Madison
stayed active in the meetings’
laid the
foundation of much of
debates but also managed
the Conto take
stitution’s content, and
meticulous notes, preserving
the writthe
ing style and literary eloquence
best-detailed account
of the event.
were largely the work
of GouverAfter the delegates reached
neur Morris of Pennsylvania.
agreement on most points
of their
Gouverneur Morris was
governmental plan, they
a brilpound the floor for emphasis
selected
liant attorney and writer
durMadison, Morris, and three
who, in
ing some of his many
other
1777 at the age of twenty-five,
speeches.
men
to
be
the Committee of Style
James Madison of Virginia,
helped draft the New York
and Arrangement. Morris
State
who would later become
took the
Constitution. He served
the
lead.
in the
nation’s fourth president,
Continental Congress,
has
signed the
Morris turned a mass of
often been called the
ideas
Articles of Confederation
Father of
into an organized document
, and
the Constitution. He was
with
then became the most
only
clarity and style. As Madison
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later
delegate at the Constitutiona
time
wrote, “The finish given
l
of the convention, but
to the
Convention. He was a
he pospersuasive
style and arrangement
sessed a wealth of knowledge
of the Condebater with a colorful
stitution fairly belongs
personalabout governmental forms
to the pen
ity. Years later, he represented
and
of Mr. Morris. . . . A better
constitutional law. He
choice
Pennsylvania in the US
formulated
could not have been made,
Senate
major points for the new
as
(1800–1803).
the
governperformance of the task
ment and frequently offered
proved.”
During the convention,
his
the
thoughts in convention
thirty-five-year-old Philadelphia
debates.
His ideas formed the Virginia
lawyer used his wooden
Plan,
leg to
James
although he did not take
personal
Madison

Madison’s notes from June
1, 1787, detailing the debate
the executive power should
as to whether
be vested in
a single person

Primary Sources

The student text and student activities have been expanded to
include more primary source readings.
1. According to the Danbury Baptists, what is the limit of government authority? to punish those who “work ill”
to their neighbors (i.e., to punish evil)

2. What did the Danbury Baptists say about the Constitution, and why did they believe this? that it lacked
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The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America
When in the course of human
events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them
with another, and to assume among
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the
laws of nature and of nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed. That
whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the right of the people to alter
or to abolish it, and to institute new
government, laying its foundation

future security. Such has been the
patient sufferance of these colonies;
and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former
systems of government. The history
of the present king of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct
object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To
prove this, let facts be submitted to
a candid world.
He has refused his assent to
laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his governors
to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended
in their operation till his assent
should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected
to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other
laws for the accommodation of large
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right

exposed to all the dan
sion from without, an
within.
He has endeavore
the population of the
that purpose obstruc
for naturalization of f
fusing to pass others
their migrations hithe
the conditions of new
tions of lands.
He has obstructe
istration of justice, by
assent to laws for esta
ciary powers.
He has made judg
on his will alone, for t
their offices, and the
payment of their sala
He has erected a
new offices, and sent
of officers to harass o
eat out their substanc
He has kept amon
of peace, standing arm
the consent of our leg
He has affected to

II. Constitutional Convention

Guiding Questions
1. What three major compromises were
reached at the Constitutional Convention?
2. What is the role of political compromise in a free society?
George Washington (below); the Assembly Room in
Independence Hall, where the Constitution was written
(bottom)

opportunity for political associations
and the expression of opinions. Political
Rain fell steadily, offering a cool change from the
liberty involves the right to vote, camoppressive heat that had settled on the city. The wet
paign, and hold elective office. In short,
it
weather halted the sewer construction that was underway is the
freedom to influence the government
as rain filled the trenches and washed mud down the
through any legitimate means available.
untidy streets. As the delegates entered the door of the
Both liberty and equality are closely
State House (now known as Independence Hall) in their linked
in America’s democratic system. But
to
resemblance
little
dripping cloaks and hats, they bore
current trends distort the meaning of
liberty.
the “demi-gods” that Jefferson declared them to be. Yet asLiberty
apart from Christian morality often
they gathered in the Assembly Room where eleven years becomes
a license to do evil. For example, senearlier the Declaration of Independence had been signed,suality
and
even
pornography
were
they
knew
are
defended today
a sense of anticipation arose—they
in the name of freedom of expression.
making history. Madison boasted that their work would
“decide forever the fate of republican government.”
Necessity of Compromise
On that rainy morning of May 25, 1787, the ConstiThe fourth democratic principle is the
necessity
tutional Convention began (it was originally called the of
compromise. In a popular government,
comproPhiladelphia Convention). Ahead of the delegates lay fourmise
is permissible—even necessary—because
there
months of difficult debates and tough questions. At first,are
as many
the discussions moved rapidly. The first item of busi- compromise,opinions as there are voters. Without
opposing
George
opinions
convention.
the
could hamper or even
ness was to choose a president of
stop a democracy’s legislative processes.
Compromising
Washington, whose very presence helped ensure the sucon methods and nonmoral issues allows
each opinion to
cess of the delegates’ work in the people’s eyes, was elected
further important objectives without
causing gridlock
unanimously to head the convention.
in
legislation.
For
a
demo
adopted,
cracy
were
rules
to
operate smoothly,
Next, two important procedural
differing factions must be willing to
compromise on
the first being a rule of secrecy. No discussion of the connonessentials.

Toward a New Government

If a system of beliefs is not valued,
there will be little motivation
for defending it.

Student Edition
The student text presents the American government from a biblical perspective and will encourage students to appreciate our heritage. The text aims to
develop student’s critical thinking skills and demonstrates how knowledge of
history and government are critical to making decisions about issues on a local,
state, and national level. During this course, students will study the foundations
of our country, the Constitution, the three branches of government, and political parties and politics.

As beneficial as compromises are, however,
believers should never compromise on the
truth. While seeking to find a balance that best represents
the majority’s
wishes, a Christian statesman cannot
overlook God’s
thoughts on issues like murder, abortion,
homosexuality, and poverty relief—even if popular
opinion demands
otherwise. The Christian must obey
God rather than
compromise to accommodate humans’
desires (Acts 5:29).
Christians in government need the virtue
of prudence,
the wisdom necessary to know how
to best achieve a good
goal, to discern what can be compromised
and what cannot.
Compromising on God’s laws is not
an option, but Christians should not hesitate to compromise
on issues that do
not contradict God’s Word. That type
of compromise allows
democracies to function and represent
the majority’s wishes.

Individual Worth

The fifth principle of democratic government
is the fundamental worth of every individual.
Each individual must be
recognized and respected as a distinct
being loved by God (John
3:16) and created in His image (Gen.
1:27; 9:6). If not, the result
will be that a majority or an elite will
oppress those they deem
less worthy or of lesser value.
Individual worth does not entitle one
to ignore or reject the
majority’s will. The majority is not a
faceless mob but a group
66 • CHAPTER 4
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Chapter Goals
1. Determine why government is necessary.

THE ONLY SURE FOUNDATION

2. Analyze government’s obligations to
its citizens.
3. Explain a citizen’s obligations to the
government.

1

Highlight
Emphasize that the overall goal of this
course is for the students to learn not only
the mechanics of American government
but also to develop a Christian perspective. The students should be able to discern ungodly aspects of the government
and propose godly remedies for those
problems.

Teacher Edition
The teacher edition provides guidance for instruction as well as additional
suggested projects and discussion topics to challenge the students. Suggested
questions help students develop critical thinking skills and discernment regarding complicated issues about government. Page numbers for the section
review and chapter review answers are available to assist with grading.

I. The Necessity of Government

He that ruleth over men must be just,
ruling in the fear of God. And he shall
be as the light of the morning, when
the sun riseth.
2 Samuel 23:3–4

Chiseled into the stone behind the Speaker’s rostrum in the
chamber of
the House of Representatives is the national motto: “In God
We Trust.”

I. The Necessity of Government
II. The Obligations of Government
III. The Obligations of the Governed

BIG IDEAS
1. Why is government necessary?
2. What are the government’s
obligations to its citizens?
3. What are a citizen’s obligations to the government?

Section I Objectives

King David’s last words, shown at the opening of this chapter, describe the
kind of ruler that brings blessings to his country (2 Sam. 23:3–4). Such a
ruler
must be just and must fear God. David describes this ruler in poetic language:
he
is like the rising of the sun on a cloudless morning or like grass that springs
up
after rain. David’s ideal was not simply a guide to his successors in Israel,
nor was
it merely an anticipation of the perfect reign of Christ that will come at the
end of
time. David speaks generally of any leader.
The early Christians brought the gospel to Roman officials. They recognized
that their rulers, like all other people, needed a Savior (1 Tim. 2:1–6). And
since
they knew that the Savior they preached is also the King of Kings, they were
convinced that all human lords must acknowledge their greater Lord (1
Tim.
6:14–15; Rev. 1:5). Thus, the last words of David are not the outmoded advice
of
a long-dead king. Those words remain God’s mandate for all rulers. If a
government desires to be blessed by its Maker, it must be just. And a government
can be
truly just only by committing itself to rule in the fear of God.
Of course, “ruling in the fear of God” means different things to different
people, but God has revealed His expectations in Scripture. They are the
only
sure foundation for this textbook, which analyzes human government generally and US government particularly. This opening chapter begins the task
by
examining what the Bible reveals about the reason for government, the duties
of government, and believers’ response to government.

1. Explain the origin of government as a
God-ordained institution.
2. Evaluate anarchy based on biblical
teaching regarding human depravity.

Fear of God
Although “ruling in the fear of God” may
mean different things in different aspects
of government, the Bible does state which
government actions a ruler should allow
and disallow.
A ruler who fears God will not commit
murder (Gen. 20:11); mistreat the disabled
or the elderly (Lev. 19:14, 32); take advantage of the poor (Lev. 25:35–36); oppress
his subjects (Lev. 25:17, 39–43); or otherwise abuse his position (Neh. 5:15). He will
instead study the Bible (Deut. 17:18–19);
love truth and hate covetousness (Exod.
18:21); and, in general, avoid sin (Prov.
16:12).
A ruler who fears the Lord acknowledges
his place in subjection to God (Ps. 9:20)
and brings glory to his nation.

Guiding Questions

Simply stated, government is any system of public rule or authority. This definition is as broad as the
1. Why did God establish governments?
vast array of types and levels of government that exists
2. How do the concepts of human depravthroughout the world. Literally thousands of governity and anarchy relate to each other?
ments are in operation, from simple county or town
organizations to the complex machinery of national
governments. Examining the various forms of government and the history
of their
operation can easily cause discouragement. Often, human government moves
too
slowly to correct certain injustices but at other times moves too swiftly to
“correct” that which needs no correction. “If human government can do no
better
than it has,” the skeptic in us all has wondered, “perhaps society would be
better off without it.” This view, however, fails to reckon with the
Bible’s teaching about the nature of God and His world
and the problem of human depravity.

Noah Webster on the Basis of Laws

“The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the
basis of all our civil constitutions and laws.
. . . All the miseries and evils which men
suffer from—vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery and war—proceed from their despising or neglecting
the precepts contained in the Bible.”

US Capitol in Washington, DC

3

SuggeSted MaterialS
Section I
• Activity 1 from Chapter 1 of the Student
Activities

Teacher Resources
Visit TeacherToolsOnline.com for resources
to enhance the lessons.

Section II
• Activities 2–3 from Chapter 1 of the Student Activities
Section III
• Special speaker (see p. 9)
• Recorded segments of talk radio and televised news programs
• Comment feeds from websites
• Activities 4–5 from Chapter 1 of the Student Activities

Bible Icon The Necessity of
Government
Some people think that government is necessary only because of the Fall. According to
this view, once sin is removed, the human
race will exist in a kind of holy anarchy. As
James Madison wrote in Federalist No. 51,
“If men were angels, no government would
be necessary.” Direct the students to use the
following passages of Scripture to evaluate
these ideas.
Genesis 1:27–28; 2:15, 18
God wants humans to rule over the world.
Even when there were only two humans,
God ordained an authority structure between them.

Romans 13:1
God ordained human government authority.
Matthew 19:28
In the New Creation, the disciples will sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.
Luke 19:16–19
In the New Creation, some Christians will
rule over cities.
Revelation 21:23–24; 22:1–2, 5
The Father and Christ will rule over the
New Creation. Kings will continue to rule
over nations in the New Creation, and all
the redeemed will rule.

Abraham Williams, 1762

This activity is designed to help the students
learn to examine and analyze original
sources.

Activity 1: An Election Sermon by

2 • CHAPTER 1
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Name

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
An Election Sermon by

CHAPTER

1

• ACTIVITY

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

1

so that people could help

Some people, being less
for

Read the poem carefully, and then answer the questions that follow.
I met a traveler from an antique land
Who said: “Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
5
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal these words appear:
‘My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:
10
Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!’
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare
The lone and level sands stretch far away.”

was God’s reason for giving

mankind a “Nature fitted

greater happiness in this

must protect themselves

and is surrounded by a vast expanse of empty (“boundless and bare”) desert. Shelley contrasts the boast and the reality to show

industrious and frugal

would have to unite
themselves, and honest people

the vanity and doom of oppressors and, ultimately, that all earthly ambition will fall prey to time.

for . . . Society”?

world

from each other in a civil

to seize from
than others, would be tempted
for self-defense and preservation

KEEP th

1. Why is the boast of Ozymandius as inscribed on the pedestal (see lines 10–11) ironic? The statue is in ruins

Political Writing

each other and thereby achieve

people
2. Why does he say that

1 • ACTIVITY 2

In the poem “Ozymandius,” British romantic poet Percy Shelley offers a poignant commentary on the rise and fall of nations. Ozymandius is the Greek name for Pharaoh Rameses
II, who ruled Egypt for almost sixty-seven years during the thirteenth century BC. His rule was
characterized by unsurpassed splendor and mammoth building projects, such as the temples at
Abu Simbel and various structures at Karnak. Rameses’s mummified remains are now stored in
a Cairo museum. Even as an unregenerate man, Shelley’s illustrates in “Ozymandius” the vanity
of accomplishing great works apart from God. The rulers of this world pass away, but God and
His Word are forever (1 Peter 1:24–25).

society?

others what they had not

earned

of their property and other

material possessions.
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say
1. What does Williams

CHAPTER

A Lesson from Literature

Abraham Williams, 1762

Boston, delivered
church in Sandwich, near
of a Congregationalist
Read the sermon
Abraham Williams, pastor
principles of government.
regarding the general
an Election Day sermon
the questions.
has given Man
excerpts and then answer
the Author of our Being,
his
Societies or Governments;
for Man at first to be alone;
“As to the origin of civil
to Society. It was not good
Society,
a Nature fitted for, and disposedAffections, Propensities and Passions, which respect
Benevolence,
Nature is social, having various a social Intercourse: The natural Principles of
to, and
without
and cannot be indulged
Affections, powerfully incite
natural
our
of
most
indeed
Society, many
Compassion, Justice, and
a Man detached from all
was formed for Society. To
to supply himself with
plainly indicate, that Man
troublesome: He is unable
Most of
useless—are
are
of
Frame
and Concurrence others:
essential Parts of his
which require the Assistance
many Materials of Happiness, the Concurrence of several. . . .
like
with
require
Life
of
enbued
the Conveniencies
a common Parent,
not being
equal, as descended from
and Properties, . . . yet Men would
All Men being naturally
This
having originally equal Rights
Faculties and Propensities,
Enjoyments would be unequal.put the infrugal, their Properties and
laboured for; which must
equally industrious and
for
to seize what they had not
them to unite in Societies
dispose
tempt the idle and imprudent
and
Methods of Self-Defence,
Animals. The social
dustrious and honest upon
Men, as well as voracious
obtained or
the Assaults of rapacious
Conveniencies, not to be
mutual Security, against
together:
and the Desire of the many
induced Men to associate
affections of human Nature,
of others, probably, first
Nature
enjoyed, without the concurrence and Sensuality, so much prevailing in the Depraved
and
the Envy, Ambition, Covetousness, them to enter into closer Connections, Combinations
obliged
of Man, since the Apostacy,
...
Assistance.
and
must
Origin,
Compacts, for mutual ProtectionSociety and Government, from this View of its
or in the
The End and Design of civil
and promote their Welfare;
. . .”
Properties of its Members,
Lives in Godliness and Honesty.
be to secure the Rights and
may lead quiet and peaceable Founding Era: 1760-1805, vol. 1 (Indianapolis:
Apostle’s words, that Men
During the
Donald Lutz, eds., American
Charles S. Hyneman and
Liberty Fund, 1983).

Name

2. Name some other dictators from history who held similar visions of grandeur and pride only to have them
dashed to pieces. Answers might include Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Napoleon
Bonaparte, Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Saddam Hussein, and the Communist leaders of the former Soviet Union.

3. What biblical lessons can individuals take from this poem and the other examples from history?
Answers might include the necessity of remaining submissive to God, not lording authority over others, keeping pride in

3. What examples of human
envy, ambition, covetousness,

depravity does Williams

say first induced people

to join in civil society?

check, and maintaining a proper perspective on one’s goals and achievements.

and sensuality

(continued on next page)
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Enrichment: Section II

Skills: Application, Analysis
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Student Activities
The student activities provides students with helpful assignments
and primary source readings. Chapter reviews are available to prepare
students for assessments.

Assessments
This assessments packet provides 18 chapter tests to assess student
knowledge and understanding of key concepts. The tests provide
many opportunities for students to analyze and synthesize information. All assessments are aligned with clearly stated educational
objectives.

250,000–300,000
Population

40,000–50,000
Eligible Voters

3,850,000
Population

230,000

Eligible Voters

(Numbers are approximations)
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