What’'s New?

ELEMENTARY MATERIALS

K5 Bible Truths (Updated 2nd ed.)—
Begins with Creation and continues with a
focus on several Old Testament characters,
the life of Christ, prayer, and the life of Paul.
Teacher’s Edition—Contains lessons that
move chronologically through themes in the
Old and New Testaments. Includes music
and visual patterns; spiral; 512 pages (125815,
$41.50)

Student Packet—Contains a variety of
teaching activities, a colorful supplement,
and card-stock memory verse reminders;
softbound; 240 pages (125807, $13.50)
Teacher’s Picture Packet—Contains thirty
colorful pictures to correlate with the lessons
(125823, $36.50)

CD—Includes accompaniment for all of the
songs and hymns in the lessons

(125856, $14.00)

Days of Creation Visual Packet—

(125872, $21.00)

SECONDARY MATERIALS

Who Is this Jesus? (Gr. 11-12) —

The course covers the history and basic

doctrines of Judaism, Islam, Mormonism, the

Jehovah's Witnesses, and Christianity. Use this

comparative religion study to teach students

to defend Christian beliefs against errors of

other religions and heretical sects.

Teacher’s Edition—Includes usable student

pages as well as reproducible masters for
continued on page 8 »
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BALANCED PERSPECTIVES IN EDUCATION

~ WHY DO CHRISTIAN STUDENTS
SOMETIMES RESENT CHRISTIAN TERCHING?

Christian education finds itself at a crucial and unsettling juncture. Although it
has sought to lay a thoroughly biblical foundation and to impart truth at every
hand, many students are cold, even resentful, to its teaching.

In an age when young people define
truth by their own subjective percep-
tions, perhaps we should ask ourselves
some questions: Are we teaching them
the whole truth? Could we, who cher-
ish it, actually be dumbing down our
presentation of the truth? Amid calls
of “Don’t give them doctrine, make it

1”

practical!” and an obsession with “prin-
ciples to live by,” have we lost sight of
the basics and perhaps even obscured

the person of the gospel, Jesus Christ?

When the way our students behave
seems to indicate that they do not un-
derstand true Christianity, we often
respond with more and more behavior-
focused instruction. Instead of teaching
what Christ has perfectly accomplished
for us, do we overemphasize personal
do’s and don’ts? Paul testifies his un-
derstanding of the command to pre-
sent “Christ crucified” in I Corinthians
1:23. Perhaps one reason the gospel has
lost its wonder and richness for young

continued on page 8 »
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“Just because we have the same enemy
does not mean we are on the same side,”
says-the character William Tyndale in the
drama “To Serve a Higher King.” Biblical
creationists may need to say the same
thing to an eclectic group of scientists
and philosophers who have, over the last
two decades, found that natural laws and
chance alone cannot explain everything
in nature.

Biblical creationism has long been the
target of attack by evolutionary scientists.
But a new movement, called intelligent
design (ID), has recently drawn fire for
questioning the almost inviolable sanctity
of Darwinism. It would seem then, at
first glance, that biblical creationism has
a new ally.

True, both creationists and ID followers
agree that some biological processes are
so functionally complex that astronomi-
cal odds would prevent their
development. They also
see the “irreducible
complexity” of
certain living
systems; for
example,
structures

such as the human eye and the flagellum
that propels some single-celled organisms
have so many interdependent parts that
they could not have developed in gradual
steps by evolutionary processes.

And both creationists and ID propo-
nents agree that nature abounds with
evidence of design—and not the result of
chance mutations as evolutionists main-
tain. Instead, it calls for some intelligent
force or being with a plan. Unfortunately,
the ID movement is so broad in its ranks
that its supporters range from biblical
creationists to agnostics. The designer
could be the God of the Bible, or it
could be Gaia, Mother Nature, or some
unspecified life force.

The ID movement has certainly caught
the attention of the science establish-
ment and has drawn fire from many of
the same scientists opposed to a literal

interpretation of Genesis.
Simultaneously, it has
fueled a more seri-
ous reappraisal
of Darwinism
among
nonbeliev-
ers. The

continued on page 3 W



movement has caused many states The research and scholarship of Source of life, we have the opportu-
to reevaluate their state science the ID camp can certainly provide nity to confront our culture, using
standards and has even influenced critical ammunition the scholarship of
textbook adoption. for our fight against Prrnars /90 some who might
the threats of evolu- m@éd L) ot not be in total
Because most ID adherents tion. A few of their iy agreement with us.
. « 4 .
refuse to defend any sacred text or writers are not only 7// e However, this must
even to claim the identity of the sympathetic with 4 @w W M be done with cau-
designer, they have been granted but also promote a tion. Romans 1:20
. .o . . . oeery e %y ctealior. .

more license than creationists literal interpretation makes it clear that
have to question the status quo of Genesis. However, the “eternal power”
of modern science education. many others share few of our of the real Designer is clearly seen in
And their impact is significant. A convictions. While we benefit from His creation. We must be careful not
recent issue of the National Science many of their efforts and face some to become “intelligent fools” by not
Teacher Association’s periodical, The of the same foes, should we form clearly giving God the glory for His
Science Teacher (November 2003), alliances and fight from the same works (vv. 21-22). m
dealt almost entirely with helping trenches? Some suggest that we
teachers understand the nature of should. Brad Batdorf is a secondary science author
the intelligent design movement as for BJU ll)ress‘ He has also serv'ed as a high

1 entifi .. dth h 1 L used th school science teacher and as director of
well as scientific creationism and the Just as the Apostle Paul used the education at several zoos.
“threats” they pose to “real” science. words of Greek poets (Acts 17:28)

to direct his hearers toward the true
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Defining Christian Education

Christians have been educat-
ing their children since the time of
Christ and have been doing so in
officially labeled “Christian schools”
for decades, but there is still confu-
sion as to just what Christian educa-
tion is.

Education is the developing of
character, knowledge, and skills for
a desired purpose. Most educators
would agree that education should
prepare the student to function well
throughout life. But secularists and
Christians disagree on their defini-
tions of the word well. What is the
core of Christian education—that
without which education is not
Christian at all?

At the core of Christianity is
Christ Himself—His person (who
He is) and His work (what He
does). Christian education begins by
introducing the student to Christ—
by bringing him to realize that there
is a God (Gen. 1:1) to Whom he
owes allegiance and obedience (Hos.
13:4) and that this God has revealed
Himself perfectly in His Son (Heb.
1:1-3). It does this for two reasons:
that he may know Him (Phil. 3:10;
John 17:3) and that he may be like
Him (I Cor. 11:1; II Cor. 3:18). Once
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the student is regenerate, genuine
Christian education can occur.

Just as Christ is the perfect re-
vealing of God, so the Scripture
is the perfect revealing of Christ
(John 5:39). Christian education
must recognize the Scripture as its
primary written text. The student
will learn theological doctrine from
the Scripture, but Christian educa-
tion depends on the Word for more
than that. Since God is the Creator
(John 1:3) and since He is truth (Ex.
34:6; John 14:6), then all that is true
comes from Him, and all subjects
must be taught from His perspec-
tive. The Bible was not intended
to be a science textbook, and a
chemistry course will include large
amounts of material that is not in
the Scripture. But the Bible is accu-
rate whenever it speaks to any sub-
ject, and perhaps more importantly,
it sets forth a worldview—creation-
ist and providentialist—that must
inform and direct the study of every
subject.

Education includes development
of character as well as transfer of
information. The character goals
of Christian education will be
Christian in the narrowest sense:

they will imitate the character of
Christ as revealed in the Scripture.
Every part of the student’s school
day will reflect the purposeful
discipline that is necessary to the
development of Christ-likeness.
And since the goal is personal and
all-encompassing, that discipline
will extend beyond the campus to
the student’s entire life. What the
student does “on his own time” is of
great interest to the Christian edu-
cator and falls under his oversight.

What, then, will the product of
truly Christian education look like?
He is a born-again Christian who
is purposefully pursuing Christ-
likeness in himself and others.
Accomplishing of the will of God
is his primary purpose for living.
As his God-given talents and abili-
ties allow, he is a critical thinker. He
enjoys learning and is devoted to
continuing his education through-
out his life because it leads him to
glorify God. And because he has
the intellectual and character-based
tools, he will be good at whatever
God has called him to do. =

Dan Olinger teaches Bible and Theology at
Bob Jones University and Seminary. He is
also the editor of the Seminary’s journal,
Biblical Viewpoint.
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“The fool hath said in his heart,

There is no God-
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Holding Our Ground:

The Christian Response to Error

When countering error, conscien-
tious advocates of biblical truth can
all too easily arrive at extremes that
caricature the positions they mean
to defend. Rather than clarifying is-
sues, such efforts leave God’s people
with a partial, misshapen account of
the truth they sorely need—better
off, no doubt, than they were with-
out it but still poorly equipped and
unsettled.

They can go wrong, first, by fail-
ure to recognize more than one
side of a two-sided truth. The com-
mon term for a two-sided truth is
paradox, ordinarily defined as “a
seeming contradiction.” Some para-
doxes express things not difficult
to understand. When Jesus told His
disciples that the wide gate opens
toward destruction and the narrow
gate toward life, the contradiction
was simply between the factual truth
and their ingrained way of thinking,
between reality and appearance. To
resolve the paradox required only
relinquishing a misperception, re-
placing ignorance with knowledge.
The paradox was simply an arresting
packaging of a truth.

But when Jesus spoke of the need
for a grain of wheat to fall into the
ground and die in order to produce
new life, the apparent contradiction
was in the very nature of the truth
itself—indeed in the actual structure
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of the reality being represented. The
idea that death must precede life is a
startling truth, observable in nature
but darkly mysterious as a universal
principle—one that operates in both
physical and spiritual domains. It
requires special explanation in order
to be understood.

Take, for example, the double
sense of nature in Scripture. The
biblical thinker has an ingrained
suspicion of things natural, as in-
deed he should. “The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned”
(I Corinthians 1:14). The natural
man in Scripture is spiritually blind
and morally corrupt, caught up in
his own purposes and importance.
The opposite of the natural man is
the spiritual,
the perceptions
and desires of
regenerated
man, whose ,
entire being /W&/ rol ¢
and course of
life express the
God-life within him.

On the other hand, we are given
to understand also in Scripture
that the natural is approved of God
whereas the unnatural is disap-
proved. Paul speaks of reprobate

st frumed netiially from

persons who lack natural affection
(Romans 1:31; IT Timothy 3:3),
some of whom in their depravity
even “did change the natural use
into that which is against nature”
(Romans 1:26). He reminds the
Corinthians that nature teaches a
man the shamefulness of his having
long hair (I Corinthians 11:14). In
these passages the opposite of the
natural is not the spiritual but the
perverse. Can it be that human na-
ture is both bad and good? We are
taught that the sin-flawed inherited
nature—Satan’s and our doing—is
to be condemned and suppressed,
whereas the created nature—God’s
doing—is to be affirmed and devel-
oped in His redemptive plan.

Paradoxes then can be merely
verbal mechanisms, such as that of
the two gates, or they can be of the
actual substance
of the idea, such
as that of the
grain of wheat.
The latter kind
are either easily
resolvable, such
as the double
meaning of nature, or ultimately
unresolvable. The unresolvable in-
cludes some of the most important
truths we have. The method of the
paradox is to lead us, in the effort
of resolving it, to a valuable insight,
formulating a truth for us in a richly
memorable way.



affordable

Arguments in defense of truth
go awry also because of a second
tendency: forming a position dia-
metrically opposite the erroneous one,
forgetting that error is not always 180
degrees from the truth. Error may lie
90 degrees off the truth or even be sit-
ting on truth’s borders. If truth, let us
say, is north by the compass, error is
not always due south; it may be east or
west, even northwest, and even in not-
so-rare instances north-northwest.

To be in accord with divinely re-
vealed truth, our positions must be
formed naturally from Scripture, not
counterrelationally to the error we
mean to combat. The fact that a posi-
tion was held by Freud does not mean
it was in every respect wrong. Freud
was not the first to propose that there
are depths in the human mind. The

idea is prominent in Plato. It is every-
where in Scripture itself. “The spirit of
man is the candle of the Lord,” search-
ing all his innermost parts (Proverbs
20:27). God knows our thoughts and
purposes “afar off”—before we our-
selves are even aware of them (Ps.
139:2). The brain is a multitasking
marvel, and beyond that is the myste-
rious interplay of its synapses and the
soul.

In opposing Deweyism—self-direct-
edness in progressive education—we
need not reject every idea of John
Dewey. Jesus used a variety of teaching
methods with His disciples, including
some associated with progressive edu-
cation. He employed, for example, the
method of learning-by-doing when He
sent the twelve out to preach two by
two. Their experience was conducted

experienced

You wouldn't trust a junior
high student to teach your
class—experience and
training are far too impor-
tant. Likewise, we wouldn't
expect you to trust a col-
lege student to teach a
class you were taking. So
why not leave it to the pro-
fessionals? If you're consid-
ering graduate work in
education, consider this:
the BJU education faculty
represent over 300 years of
professional experience,
doing just what they will

train you to do—teach.

experienced | biblical

flexible

complete | prepared| confident

advanced

under His oversight and structured
toward a purpose. They reported to
Him when they returned and received
further instruction.

Reactional thinking is a special
danger in deadly serious controversy.
When reacting to a position that is
mostly wrong but partially right, we
may find ourselves proposing one that
is mostly right but partially wrong,

a mirror image in reverse of the one
opposed and both inaccurate. How
useless would be a weathervane whose
base pivoted with it, turning in its
entirety to confront the wind so that
north showed always opposite to the

way the wind was blowing. m

Ron Horton of the Division of English faculty
has published books and articles in Christian
education as well as in his professional field
of Renaissance literature.

Experience the breadth of
academic programs, the her-
itage of academic excellence,
and the distinctive
Fundamentalist tradition that
is uniquely BJU. Theres no
time to lose. For more infor-
mation about our 20 gradu-
ate or 20 undergraduate edu-
cation degrees, call
1-800-BJ-AND-ME.

¢J BOB JONES
University

Greenville, SC 29614
www.bju.edu
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What’'s New? ..o

transparencies and tests; spiral; 256 pages
(195578, $13.00)

Student Text—Creatively presented in a dialog;
softbound; 160 pages (195560, $6.50)

British Literature (Gr. 12, Updated Version)—
Discusses cultural issues from eight literary periods in
light of Scripture: Old English, Middle English, Tudor,
Stuart, Neoclassical, Romantic, Victorian, and Modern.
Traces English Christianity from its beginnings to the
present and study the Shakespearean drama Macbeth
Teacher’s Edition—Includes full-sized student pages
and provides specific analysis, discussion, and biblical
application suggestions. Offers suggested answers
for discussion questions; 2 vols.; spiral; 846 pages
(195842, $45.00)

Student Text—Includes introductions for the major
time periods and each selection, reading-check ques-
tions, and author biographies; softbound; 744 pages
(195834, $29.00)

Tests—For five students (195875, $21.00)

Tests Answer Key— (195867, $5.50)

Macbeth (VHS; 129 min.)— (057430, $29.95)

(Prices are subject to change without notice.)
The 2004 Textbook Catalog and Order

Form—They include Press materials and textbooks.
For more information, call 1.800.845.5731 or write to
BJU Press, Greenville, SC 29614.
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<« continued from page 1

people may be our presentation of
the wonderful central figure His is
sometimes overtly, sometimes subtly,
superseded by lesser goals.

In I Corinthians 1:23 Paul also
states that there were those who
found his preaching of Christ pa-
tently unacceptable. The impact of
Paul’s ministry on both his own
generation and every generation
since cannot be understated. It is as-
tounding. But though Paul faithfully
sought to preach Christ crucified, his
message was not, and has not been,
welcomed by every person who has
ever heard it.

We all lament our own lack of
power, our want of humble piety,
and the great limitations of our flesh
that make us inadequate to the task.
We learn to put less and less confi-
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dence in ourselves. But we are con-
fident that God is never frustrated.
His promise in Isaiah 55:11 is that
His Word shall not return unto Him
void but shall accomplish that which
He pleases and prospers in the thing
whereto He sends it.

As we seek to reach those who
seem hardened to our message, we
can remember our Lord’s example of
teaching on the road to Emmaus. In
Luke 24:27 we read, “He expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself” Though
a stumbling block and a rock of of-
fense, the teaching and preaching
Christ crucified, we are assured, is
our example for Christian education

in every generation. m

Brian Forrester is a writer for Teacher to
Teacher.
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