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Inferior: 

Superior: 

Terrestrial: 

Jovian: 
and dense gaseous atmospheres.

Jovian planets are “Jupiter-like”—larger than the earth with low densities

and about the same density as the earth.

Terrestrial planets are “Earth-like”—rocky, the earth’s size or smaller,

Superior planets have orbits outside the earth’s orbit.

Inferior planets have orbits inside the earth’s orbit.

A p p l i c a t i o n s

5B Classification of Planets
Directions: Fill in the blanks below with the correct information. First, write the defini-
tions for inferior, superior, terrestrial, and Jovian. Then, in the first column, write the
planets in order; in the second column indicate which planets are inferior or superior; in
the third column indicate which planets are terrestrial or Jovian.

Planets Inferior/Superior Terrestrial/Jovian

terrestrial or neither

Jovian

Jovian

Jovian

Jovian

terrestrial

terrestrial

terrestrial

terrestrial

superior

superior

superior

superior

superior

superior

not applicable

inferior

inferior

Pluto

Neptune

Uranus

Saturn

Jupiter

Mars

Earth

Venus

Mercury




