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Chapter Four

Math History for Precalculus

Pierre-Simon de Laplace

When did Pierre-Simon de Laplace (luh PLAHS) live?
Where was he from?

What was his greatest work and how many volumes was it?
When was it published?

What previous masterpiece did Laplace build upon?

Was Laplace a Christian?
Your conclusion to question 6 is supported by the following.

Describe Laplace’s relation to Napoleon. Was he loyal?

How did Napoleon confront Laplace about his astronomical work?

How did Laplace reply?

Laplace’s writings drew from many sources. Did he usually give credit to the sources from which

he drew?

Although Laplace wrote on astronomy, he introduced and developed many
mathematical methods in the process. One of these, the Laplace transform,
is named for him. These transformations and their inverses are important
in solving some calculus problems. The use of the inverse Laplace
transform in calculus shows the importance of inverse processes in

mathematics.



