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to Objectionable Elements 
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Educational censorship remains
one of the most controversial issues
in public life, linked as it is to polit-
ical censorship and freedom of the
press.The basis of a truly biblical
position concerning censorable ele-
ments is the following distinction. If
a work of literature or other ele-
ment of the curriculum treats evil
in the same way that it is treated in
the Scriptures, we regard it as not
only acceptable but also desirable
reading. If it does not treat evil in
the way evil is handled in the
Scriptures, its content is not good.

Evil in the Bible appears danger-
ous and repulsive. Reflections of
evil appear in the form of negative
examples so as to create a defense
against what they represent or to
give hope to the fallen for forgive-
ness and recovery from sin.

We may draw the following three
criteria from the Scriptures for
judging literary and other works
with respect to their content.

Gratuitousness: Is the repre-
sentation of evil purposeful or is it
present for its own sake? We know

that “all scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteous-
ness:That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works” (II Tim. 3:16–17).
Nothing in the Scriptures is super-
fluous or irrelevant to this high
spiritual purpose.

Explicitness: Is the representa-
tion of evil, if purposeful, present
in an acceptable degree? Or is it
more conspicuous or vivid than the
purpose warrants? No one with a
high view of Scripture would
charge it with inappropriateness or
excessiveness in its representation
of evil.The presentation of evil in
the Bible is realistic enough to con-
vince us of its threat as a temptation
but not so realistic as to become for
us a temptation.

Moral tone: Is evil made to ap-
pear both dangerous and repulsive?
What is the attitude of the work to-
ward it? “Woe unto them that call
evil good, and good evil,” says the
Lord through the prophet Isaiah
(Isa. 5:20). A good work of litera-

ture does not glorify human weak-
ness or encourage tolerance of sin.
It allows evil to appear in a con-
trolled way in order to develop in
the reader or hearer a resistance
against it. In literature, “vice,”
wrote Samuel Johnson, “must al-
ways disgust.” Its purpose is to initi-
ate the reader through “mock
encounters” with evil so that evil
cannot later deceive him—so that
he will be better able to maintain a
pure life in a fallen world.

These three criteria are comple-
mentary. None is alone sufficient to
justify the censorable in a work of
literature or another element of the
curriculum.Together they work
powerfully, because they work bib-
lically, to preserve moral purity
while providing for a developing
moral understanding and 
judgment. 9

Excerpted from Elements of
Literature TE, Appendix p. 465,

published by BJU Press. Parents will

find a fuller discussion of objection-

able elements in the appendix of

each updated teacher’s edition of

the secondary literature textbooks.



tracing English Christianity from its beginnings to
the present.

So when we parents teach our children about
things that are true, honorable, lovely, virtuous, and
praiseworthy in secular literature (cf. Phil. 4:8), we
are actually helping them develop a greater love for
Scripture and thus helping them to be better wit-
nesses for Christ. Ironic, isn’t it? 9
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Elements of Literature,
Updated Version
(Grade 10)—
Strengthen your stu-
dents’ understanding
of literature by focus-
ing on advanced liter-
ary concepts. Analyze
literary selections

from several genres and interpret them in
light of biblical principles. The
Shakespearean drama Romeo and Juliet
is included.
Teacher’s Edition—(182840, $42.50)
Student Text—(182857, $30.00)
Tests (tests only)—(182865, $8.00)
Tests Answer Key—(182832, $5.00)

THE CLASSICS

The Pilgrim’s Progress
by John Bunyan—The
Teacher’s Guide in-
cludes full-sized pages
from the student text
as well as introductory
essays, marginal

notes, vocabulary glosses, and discussion
questions. 
The Pilgrim’s Progress Teacher’s Guide—(125278,
$23.00)
The Pilgrim’s Progress (Barbour)—(188250, $3.97)

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens—
The Teacher’s Edition includes full-sized
pages from the student
text as well as addi-
tional teaching infor-
mation. The student
text is a softbound
copy of the novel.
Great Expectations
Teacher’s Edition—
(047407, $25.00)
Great Expectations—
(046516, $9.95)

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare—
The Teacher’s Edition includes a readable
version of the play, introductory essays,
marginal notes, and overviews and dis-
cussion sections to clarify the play’s
themes. Teacher notes in the margins and
vocabulary glosses make teaching the
play even easier.

Julius Caesar Teacher’s Edition—(119735, $15.00)
Julius Caesar (Dover)—(122580, $1.00)

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel
Hawthorne—The Teacher’s Edition con-
tains full-sized pages from the novel. In
the margins are vocabulary glosses, notes
and comments on the text, introductions
and discussion ques-
tions, and introduc-
tions to the author,
the novel, and
Puritanism.
The Scarlet Letter
Teacher’s Edition—
(117754, $19.00)
The Scarlet Letter
(Dover)—(117663, $2.00)

These entries show a sampling of literature items.
To see listings of all the materials available for
grades K4-12, please request a copy of our Home
School Catalog by calling Customer Services, 
1-800-845-5731.
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