





everything that has happened. When your child sees
that, he gains confidence that God’s plan for his own
life is both wise and good. Joseph in the book of
Genesis understood this truth. Despite what his
brothers had done, he could say in the end, “ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much
people alive” (Gen. 50:20). God finally allowed
Joseph to see why he had to endure certain trials,
but Joseph’s faith existed long before. It existed
when he was in the pit, when he was sold into slav-
ery, when he was forgotten in prison—when he
could not see what God was doing. Our view of his-
tory is similar. We see “through a glass, darkly” now,
but we have faith that God’s plan is good and wise.

Joseph Sold into Bondage by His Brethren
Giovanni Battista Carlone
From the Bob Jones University Collection

God’s actions must also be seen in light of the eter-
nal. He does not always act immediately, but we can
rest assured that He will act. This assurance is im-
portant as we see sinful acts of men that seem to go
unpunished. As Christians we know that good does
eventually triumph over evil, if not in this world
then in that to come. When you teach this in history,
your child learns patience and a willingness to let
God execute vengeance in His own time. An eternal
perspective also helps when it seems faithfulness is
unrewarded. For instance, during the Boxer
Rebellion in China in the early 1900s, many
Christians had to flee for their lives. Some were
killed, and others escaped, like Jonathan and
Rosalind Goforth. Was God watching out for only
some of His children? From a purely earthly perspec-
tive it might seem so, but a heavenly perspective on

history reminds us
that God’s children
are saved for eter-
nity. He chose to
glorify Himself by
delivering some in
the rebellion and by
taking others into
His presence
through it.

Jonathan and Rosalind Goforth

History is “to him” in that God has established the
meaning of history. Without God, history is nothing
more than a series of random events with no mean-
ing other than what man imposes on them. And hav-
ing men agree on meaning is about as common as
monkeys churning out Hamlet. God has established
the central meaning of all history. “But when the
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To re-
deem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). It is the
grand story of God’s love and man’s redemption.
History speaks of many things, but it should speak
loudest of God’s glory.

A Christian study of history as a whole must start,
continue, and end with God as its focus. As for his-
tory from a secular viewpoint, it is not merely miss-
ing one aspect of history; it misses the whole
framework on which our interpretation of history
must rest. And interpretation does more than just
teach your child what happened in the past. It
shapes his worldview and teaches him to honor
God, trust Him, and give Him all the glory for what
He has done throughout the ages.

Tom Luttmann, a member of Secondary Authors,
received his B.A. and M.Ed. in history. As a mem-
ber of the Heritage Studies team, Tom authored
the World Studies Activity Manual and Tests, the
Geography Map Activities, and the U.S. History
Tests. He also co-authored and contributed to sev-
eral other BJU Press titles. Along with writing, Tom
enjoys conducting workshops for H.E.L.P.
Conferences.
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Through Many
Trials and Snares:

EDUCATION AND

BLACK HISTORY

Parents who teach their
children at home know the
value of education. But
consider how valuable ed-
ucation is to those who
are denied the chance to
learn, to those who have
to surmount obstacles to
receive even the most

basic education.

While writing the book Free
Indeed: Heroes of Black Christian
History, | was struck by the great
lengths to which many of these men
went to pursue an education. For
some, learning meant painstaking
labor. Lott Carey, a slave in
Richmond, Virginia, in the early
1800s, heard his pastor preach on the
story of Jesus and Nicodemus (John
3). So eager was Carey to read that
account for himself that he memo-
rized the passage and then agoniz-

ingly compared what he had memo-
rized to the printed word until he
puzzled it out. Determinedly, Carey
continued to labor over the
Scriptures, teaching himself to read
by this method. Over a decade later
that doggedness of character served
him well when, freed from slavery,
he went as a pioneer missionary to
Africa.

Likewise, consider the case of
Charles Tindley. Born into a slave

family in Maryland in the 1850s,
Tindley was hired out as a worker to
different families, some of whom,
Tindley recalled, were cruel and re-
fused to allow him to have even a
book. Nonetheless, he picked up
scraps of newspaper by the road, hid
them in his shirt (he had no pock-
ets), and at night secretly studied
them by the light of dying coals. His
love for learning never left him.
Although he had little formal educa-
tion, he read constantly. “He seems



nice,” one acquaintance said, “but he
don’t get his head out of a book long
enough to let you know him.” Rising
from slavery, Tindley eventually be-
came an outstanding minister
in Philadelphia
and wrote nu-
merous gospel
songs, such as
“Nothing
Between.”

John Jasper was a
slave in Richmond,
Virginia, before the
Civil War. I knowed
nothing worth talking
about concerning
books,” he said. “They
was sealed mysteries to me, but | tell
you | longed to break the seal.”
Jasper persuaded a slave who could
read to give him lessons, secretly, at
night. “It was hard pulling, | tell
you,” Jasper recalled. His friend
“knowed just a little, and it made
him sweat to beat something into my
hard head.” Finally, Jasper was able to
read the Bible well enough. Although
he admitted that he never became a
scholar, Jasper did go on to become a
pastor. After the Civil War, he built
one of the most successful churches,
black or white, in Richmond.

Learning for African Americans
often involved disapproval or some-
times even danger. Daniel Payne,
born a free black in Charleston,
South Carolina, in 1811, longed not
only to learn but also to teach. A car-
penter, he saved his money to buy
books. He would bolt down his
breakfast and lunch so that he could
spend time reading. After work Payne
would read until midnight, then arise

at 4:00 a.m. to read
more until he went to

work at 6:00. Finally,
with great pride, he opened his first
school. His students found an eager
and inventive teacher, one whose
classroom methods included dissect-
ing a live alligator. Then the Nat
Turner slave rebellion led
Southerners to fear the education of
blacks and to outlaw black education.
Forced to close his school, Payne
went north to finish his education.
There he eventually became presi-
dent of Wilberforce University in
Ohio.

Francis Grimké, like Payne, was
from the Charleston area, and he was
the son of a slave and her master.
After the Civil War, Grimké’s intel-
lectual keenness earned him a trip
north to attend Lincoln University.
After graduation, he announced his
call to the ministry and graduated
from Princeton Theological
Seminary. Yet his own upward climb
by means of education did not blind
Grimké to the need for the right
kind of education—a God-centered
education. “Brain power is all right,”

he said, “and all that can be done to
develop it, to set it forth in all its
fullness and morals. If under it is no
reverence for God and for things that
are true, just, lovely, and of good re-
port, its influence will be evil and
not good.”

Education is so common today that
many students regard it as a burden
more than an opportunity. It would
not hurt, then, to think of men and
women for whom it was a blessing
longed for and labored after. And, for
all of these men, education was a
means to an end—to know better
Jesus Christ, whom to know rightly
is life eternal (John 17:3).

Mark Sidwell holds a Ph.D. in
church history. He currently serves
as the director of an archives and re-
ligious resource center housed in J.S.
Mack Library on the campus of BJU.
Dr. Sidwell has edited several books,
two of which are biographies on
Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli
that are produced by BJU Press. He
is a member of the BJU history fac-
ulty, and he also serves as a confer-

ence speaker for history professors,
Christian schools, and H.E.L.P.

HSH



A Hobby with

Hobbies can be a valuable
source of family enjoyment and
relaxation. They can also provide
a valuable source of education.
One such hobby—stamp collect-
ing—lends itself to fun and aca-
demic enrichment in various
subjects, especially the subject of

history.

or example, Linn’s Stamp News
F reports that one teenager’s

hobby has received national
recognition. When he was only seven
years old, Kurt Gladzfelder took up
the hobby of stamp collecting. He
combined his new hobby with his
growing interest in space history.
Now, at the age of fifteen, Kurt is
showing his stamps in an exhibit fea-
tured at the Canadian Museum of
History in Hull, Quebec, Canada. His
exhibit entitled “Exploring Space” in-
cludes more than 200 stamps. Kurt’s
hobby has allowed him to make his-
tory himself!
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Your goal for your child may be more Ry - —
modest than what this young man has %L
accomplished. In fact, you may be
content with just piquing an interest
in history. Whatever the area, it has

m most likely been featured on a stamp
(or two). World history, United States
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history, and state history—all are well
represented on stamps and ready for
collecting.

For this article, we will focus on
United States history. You and your
child might be studying our U.S. pres-
idents. Since stamps have been issued
for every U.S. president, you could
ask your child to collect stamps featur-
ing the presidents. And at least one of
our presidents, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
was also a stamp collector. Even dur-
ing his presidency, Roosevelt faithfully
continued to add to his collection. To
enhance his proj-
ect, your child
could mount his
president stamps
with a thumbnail
sketch that he has
written about
each man.
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Other historical
figures are featured
on stamps: authors, statesmen, scien-
tists, writers. One black American,
George Washington Carver, is remem-
bered for his contributions to agricul-
tural chemistry. Carver developed
more than 300 products from peanuts.
Hundreds of other individuals are hon-
ored by a stamp that bears their

image.

Many of America’s most famous land-
marks, such as the Statue of Liberty,
are the subject of many stamps.
Stamps can even depict recent changes
in history. In April 2002 a pane of fifty
different 34-cent Greetings from
America stamps went on sale. The
original Greetings from New York
stamp pictured the Twin Towers of the

World Trade

Center in NewYork
City in the top-right
corner. But, after
9/11, the design was
revised. The stamp’s New York skyline
no longer includes the towers.
History, as it is happening, is being
recorded on stamps.

Now that you have some information
pertaining to what is available for col-
lecting, you need a few terms to use as
you and your family venture into the
hobby. Definitive stamps, also
called regular issues, are released in
large quantities. They remain in use
for an indefinite time, often sev-
eral years. They can
picture a number of
d ' subjects, though heads
of state, flags, plants,
and animals are the
most common.
Commemorative
stamps are produced in
limited quantities and can be pur-
chased for only a limited time. Besides
honoring an event, anniversary, or
person, commemoratives may feature
a nation’s culture and traditions.
Commemoratives are usually larger
and more colorful than definitives.
Therefore, they are usually more
sought after.

Sources for used (cancelled) stamps
are as close as your church. The secre-
tary opens mail by the bundle and
often just disposes of the envelopes
(and their stamps). Try talking with
her about putting aside those used en-
velopes for you to check before she
throws them away. Once the word
gets around at church that you want to

start a stamp col-
lection, you’ll dis-
cover collectors
in every pew!
Most are eager to help young people
get into the hobby, and many have
stamps and encouragement to share.

For new stamps and further informa-
tion about stamp collecting, check
with the philatelic department of your
central post office or log on to the
United States Postal Service website,

usps.com.

Gail Yost serves as the assistant edi-
tor of Home School Helper. She, her
husband, and their two daughters
have been “sporadic” stamp collec-
tors for over twenty years. Miss Veda
Jury, physical education instructor at
BJU and an avid stamp collector, con-

tributed to this article.

If you have a story about
ways that your family has
integrated a hobby with an
area of study, please send
us a letter or an e-mail
telling about your experi-
ence in 300 words or less.
We hope to share some of
your ideas with our read-
ers in upcoming issues of

Home School Helper.

hshelper@bjup.com
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WHAT'S NEW (cont.)

diagnostic tests, and other helps.
Teacher’s Edition, 2 vol. (181214, $44.00)
Student Worktext (181156, $15.00)

Tests (181131, $8.00)

Tests Answer Key (181198, $5.00)

United States History, 3rd Ed.
: You and your high
school child can un-

J :':_' BAE  cover the rich history
* I |]'."'|_'I_'|.'1.|]“_- i1 of our nation through

o = this comprehensive

- survey rich in
Christian insight. It fo-
cuses on the causes of
events, the strains on
the Union, and the issues behind the ac-
tions that have shaped United States his-
tory. This third edition includes the
Clinton administration and 2000 election.
The teacher’s edition includes usable stu-
dent pages, thought-provoking activities,
supplemental information, and objectives
to help you develop your child’s critical
thinking skills.

Teacher’s Edition—(125260, $44.00)
Student Text—(125252, $30.00)

Student Activities—(129981, $20.00)
Student Activities TE—(129932, $14.00)
Tests—(129940, $8.00)

Tests Answer Key—(129957, $5.00)

JOURNEYFORTH

Suzannah Strikes Gold—Uncle Franklin’s
decision to keep the family together puts
the Colton family back on the road west
and lands them in the middle of the
California Gold Rush. Hard work and re-
sourcefulness pay off as they open their
own business in mining

e country. But Suzannah
AN AH
EIEIEES 421

struggles with the
dreams of wealth that
flourish around them
and resolves that she
will be the one to make
life easier for them all.
(Ages 9-12)

(127993, $6.49)
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Daniel Colton Kidnapped—While the
Colton family becomes established in
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their new home and
builds a thriving busi-
ness, Charles
Herrington eyes their
success hungrily.
Daniel’s hard work
makes him a key
player in supporting
the family but also sets
him up as a target for
Charles’s unwholesome schemes. Daniel
faces serious ethical choices and finds
that any decision, right or wrong, can
carry heavy consequences. (Ages 9-12)
(128025, $6.49)

These entries show some of our recently
released materials. To see listings of all the
materials available for grades K4-12,
please request a copy of our Home School
Catalog by calling Customer Services,
1-800-845-5731.

*Prices listed are subject to change.



