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• Use pictures that compare. A visual comparison will make a
fact memorable. (For example, note the size comparison of
the two rockets at left.)

Last year, in grade 6, Chris received the B scholarship award.
He has begun seventh grade with a good attitude about his
studies. He receives help from teachers who understand how
he learns, and I continue to work with him at home. His orga-
nizational skills have improved, he knows how long he must
study, and he plans ahead for that time. Past successes have
motivated Chris to keep striving.Those successes have also
been a real encouragement to his teachers, which include my
husband and me! 9

Kathy Pflug has served as an illustrator at BJU Press for 22
years. She is especially noted for her watercolors and her illustra-
tions of horses. She illustrated the Press novels Pulling Together,
Iceland Adventure, and Rambunctious Rattler, and her work ap-
pears in hundreds of student texts. Kathy, her husband Rolly,
and their three sons live in Greer, South Carolina, along with
their dog, cat, and 3 horses. (Kathy and her son Chris are pic-
tured on the front page of this issue.)

This article is written in response to a reader’s request for an 
article on teaching different types of learners.

1969 moon shot Apollo 11

Goddard’s 1926 rocket



Measuring Up: 
Using Test Scores Correctly
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Here’s the scene: you go to the mailbox and find in
the day’s delivery your child’s scores from the Iowa
Tests for Basic Skills.You open them as you walk
back to the house, and you see with great joy that
she is doing splendidly in math. But—you stop
walking—the verbal skills are only 38% and the sci-
ence score even worse. A pang goes through your
heart.You ask, “Am I doing a bad job?’’

Perhaps. But the paper you hold in your hand is
not the way to know that.The scores are not telling
you anything about yourself or your curriculum.
They are telling you only about your child’s per-
formance on one particular day in some subjects.

There are two major kinds of
standardized tests: aptitude
tests and achievement tests.

Standardized aptitude tests predict how well a
student may perform in some subject or skill in the
future.

Standardized achievement tests evaluate the
knowledge or skills that a student already has in a
particular content area. Iowa Tests of Basic Skills is
one of five national standardized achievement tests.

Standardized achievement tests try to provide a
valid comparison of a student with a national sample
of students of the same grade level.This is a big job.

Consider some of the challenges: to test a student’s
knowledge accurately and fairly, and within a rea-
sonable time limit; to determine a national norm
that really represents the nation; and to provide a
good tool to help identify a student’s relative
strengths and weaknesses.

For the most part, the standardized tests do this job
well. So far so good. But the trouble comes when
people misuse the tests, when they expect the tests
to tell them more than they were meant to tell.
Often people use the tests to say that a teacher is
doing a good job or a bad job. But that judgment
would require an entirely different kind of assess-
ment.

In his article “Why Standardized Tests Don’t
Measure Educational Quality,’’W. James Popham
(a report from the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development) says, “Employing stan-
dardized achievement tests to ascertain educational
quality is like measuring temperature with a table-
spoon. . . . Standardized achievement tests have a
different measurement mission than indication of
how good or bad a school is. Standardized achieve-
ment tests should be used to make the comparative
interpretations that they were intended to provide.’’

So why don’t standardized tests
clue us in to how well a teacher
is teaching?

continued on page 7
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THANK YOU FOR WRITING!
Please continue to send us your comments by letter or e-mail.

“Home School Helper has been a great help to me. I appreciate all the hard work
you have put into it.”

-via e-mail

“Thank you for your recent article on teaching reading comprehension to Downs
children. I’ve started a file folder for articles like this so that I can have them on
hand when our Downs Syndrome daughter is school-age.”

-via e-mail

“I’ve really enjoyed the recent articles on the front page of the Home School
Helper.They are well-written and provide balanced, provocative material. I
often clip the articles and file them with my school resources for use with our
children later when they are older and we can discuss them.”

-via e-mail

“I would appreciate a catalog of your various reading books. I know that my
children will get solid Christian material from you.”

-via e-mail

E-mail: hshelper@bjup.com 

For one thing, because tests have to be given all
across the nation, they tend to include questions
that are often quite general.The test makers have to
accommodate the wide differences in requirements
across the states. It would be impossible to make a
test that perfectly suited every classroom in every
state.

Another reason is that, in order to maintain this
middle ground, tests do not sort out the natural
abilities or the different kinds of intelligence in the
test takers. Both of these considerations have a
major effect on how well students do on the stan-
dardized tests, and neither is under the control of
the teacher.Thus, to assess a teacher’s work by the
test is inherently unfair.

Achievement tests can help you see where your
child is doing well and where he is not.They can,
over time and enough taking of them, show you im-

provement or decline in student performance. But
they cannot—and must not be assumed to—indi-
cate whether you are a good teacher. A naturally in-
telligent student with wide experience could
conceivably do very well on such a test without any
teacher at all.

So when those scores come in the mail, read them
and use them as they were designed to be used—as
a thermometer for the student’s achievement at that
moment in time. If you want to know how you are
measuring up, you will need to get a different in-
strument. Perhaps a coffee spoon (and a cup of cof-
fee), over which you can talk with your family. 9

Dawn Watkins serves as Director of Marketing

Communications at BJU Press. Along with her supervi-

sory responsibilities, she teaches writing classes at

Bob Jones University and has written fourteen chil-

dren’s books.



189977

Bob Jones University
BJU Press

Greenville, SC 29614-0060

SECONDARY LEVEL

BIBLE MODULES
These Bible modules are short issue-
oriented courses for teenagers and adults
that can stand alone as a six- to eight-
week course or adapt to supplement a full
Bible program. All teacher’s editions in-
clude usable student pages.

Beyond the Sun—
What guides us
through life under the
sun is the wisdom that
lies beyond it, the wis-
dom of God alone.
Explore with your teen
the riches of the oft-
misunderstood book

of Ecclesiastes and discover God’s life-
shaping message to young people of all
times.
Teacher’s edition, spiral (128769, $12.00)
Student text, softbound (128751, $5.00)

Martyrdom: The Final Triumph of Faith—
Inspire your student to live a passionate,
God-centered life as he studies what it
means to suffer for Christ. More than just
a history of Christian martyrs, this book
equips young people to see the purpose of
God in suffering so that their fight might
triumph in the day of adversity.
Teacher’s edition, spiral (128744, $12.00)
Student text, softbound (128736, $5.00)

CHILDREN’S NOVELS
Rosa la Osa by Anna Turner and Beth
Kitching—Learn to count to ten while
playing hide-and-seek! Rosa and her
friends frolic across the pages of this
whimsical story to capture the heart of the

reader. They
even teach 
simple Spanish
in the romp.
Delightful illus-
trations and a
mouth-watering
surprise ending

will make this book a favorite. 
(Ages 7-9) (180281, $5.49)

Adoniram Judson by Sharon Hambrick—
Young readers will be captivated by this
exceptional portrayal of a man who never
gave up in the face of unrelenting hard-
ship and heart-wrenching loss. Find out
why, though seemingly
unsuccessful in his
day, Judson holds a
place of honor among
heroes of the Faith.
Learn why Burma will
never be the same
since being touched by
this brilliant man with
a burning love for
Christ.
(Ages 7-9) (183244, $6.49)

*All prices listed are subject to change.
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