
	�Underline the simple subject once. Underline the correct present-tense 
verb form twice.

	 1.	 Some trees  (live, lives) more than two hundred years.

	 2.	 A crow  (cry, cries ) “Caw, caw!”

	 3.	 The sunlight  (flashs, flashes ) through the leaves.

	 4.	 My aunt  and uncle  (sell , sells) Christmas trees.

	 5.	 You  (choose , chooses) the tree to be cut.

	 6.	 His helper  (attachs, attaches ) the tree to the top of the car.

	�Write the correct present-tense verb form to complete each sentence.

	 7.	 The boy jumps  in the lake each evening.  (jump)

	 8.	 The child splashes  in the water.  (splash)

	 9.	 The bird flies  to its nest in the tree.  (fly)

	10.	 The man fixes  the pipes under our sink.  (fix)
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201English 4, Chapter 11, Lesson 102201

Spelling  
Present-Tense Verbs

A present-tense verb tells about something that is happening now or is continuing to happen. 
The verb form must agree with the subject of the sentence.

A singular subject requires the singular form of a verb. A singular verb ends in s or es.

A plural subject and the pronouns I and you require the plural form of a verb. Most plural 
verbs do not end in s or es.

The tree sprouts new leaves. 
The tree stretches to the sky.

The trees sprout new leaves. 
The trees stretch to the sky.

Rules for Spelling Present-Tense Verbs with Singular Subjects

1. �Add s to most verbs. 

2. �Add es to verbs ending in s, 
ch, sh, x, or z.

3. �Change y to i and add es  
to verbs that end with a 
consonant and y. 

cut + s = cuts

buzz + es = buzzes 
crash + es = crashes

carry – y + i + es = carries

The lumberman cuts the trees.

The chain saw buzzes loudly. 
The tree crashes to the ground.

The truck carries logs to  
the mill.


